Acts 8:15



 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is often used in place of the simple relative pronoun HOS, and means “who,” referring to Peter and John.  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to go down.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, indicating time relative to the main verb, which is in the aorist tense, precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after coming down.”

This is followed by the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice functions like an active voice, Peter and John producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for or on behalf of them.”

“who, after coming down, prayed for them”
 is the conjunction HOPWS translated “that”, which is used with the subjunctive mood to indicate purpose and to connect object clauses after verbs of asking.  This is a typical Attic Greek construction.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive: they might receive.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which presents the action as a future fact.


The active voice indicates that the new Samarian believers might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose and indicates God’s purpose for these believers.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”
“that they might receive the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 8:15 corrected translation
“who, after coming down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “who, after coming down, prayed for them”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John, who, after coming down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit.”

b.  Peter and John produce the action of coming down from Jerusalem to Samaria.  Because he is mentioned first, Peter is the leader of the two-man team.

c.  The first thing that Peter and John did for the Samaritans was to pray for them.  This was the most important thing that Peter and John could do for them, which is why it is mentioned first.


d.  The lesson for us to be learned from this is that prayer for others in the Church, especially for new believers is a critical part of God’s plan, will, and purpose for more mature believers.


e.  This was a very specific prayer for a very specific purpose, which is stated in the next clause—that they might receive the Holy Spirit.


f.  A principle of application is apparent at this point: when you pray for others be specific.  Tell God exactly what it is you want Him to do.  If your request is compatible with His integrity (that is, His righteousness, justice, grace and love), then He will do it.  The apostles’ request that they might receive the Holy Spirit certainly met this criterion.


g.  There are many things that we can pray for others, but the things related to the spiritual life are the most important things.


h.  There was no greater thing that the apostles could ask for than the reception of the Holy Spirit.  They ask for the highest and best thing God had to offer after eternal salvation.


i.  It should also be noted that the apostles did not ask that these Samaritans become believers or be confirmed in their faith or any other such nonsense.  They immediately accepted the fact that they had believed in Christ and were saved.  They never questioned Philip’s ministry to them or the Samaritan’s acceptance of the message of the gospel.

2.  “that they might receive the Holy Spirit.”

a.  We know from the next statement in verse 16 that the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon these new believers.  This is no different than what Paul ran into with the twelve believers in Ephesus, when he arrived there.  Acts 19:1-6, “It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples.  He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’  And they said to him, ‘No, we have not even heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.’  And he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’  And they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’  Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.”  This is the same gift mentioned in Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

b.  So we have to ask the question, “Why the delay of the Holy Spirit coming upon these believers?”


(1)  The answer has to be related to the coming of Peter and John.



(2)  God purposely delayed His coming to these believers, and He did so for several very good reasons.




(a)  God the Holy Spirit wanted to validate the authority of the apostles.  By delaying until their coming to Samaria, the Holy Spirit is showing that the apostles definitely have authority from the Lord to act on His behalf.




(b)  God the Holy Spirit wanted the apostles to take part in the conversion and introduction of the Samaritans into the body of Christ.  By so doing, no one could ever claim that the Samaritans were not really saved, because the apostles had no part in their salvation.



(c)  God the Holy Spirit wanted the apostles to see for themselves and accept with absolute confidence that those other than the Jews of Judea would be a part of the body of Christ.




(d)  God the Holy Spirit wanted the apostles to see with their own eyes that fact that God the Holy Spirit would baptize, indwell, fill, and provide spiritual gifts for these Samaritan believers as a function of equality in the Church.




(e)  God the Holy Spirit had several important things to teach these apostles that would pave the way for the acceptance of the Gentiles into the body of Christ without hesitation.




(f)  “In the present instance, some special evidence may have been necessary to assure the Samaritans, so accustomed to being despised as outsiders by the people of Jerusalem, that they were fully incorporated into the new community of the people of God.  It was one thing for them to be baptized by a free-lance evangelist like Philip, but not until they had been acknowledged and welcomed by the leaders of the Jerusalem church did they experience the signs which confirmed and attested their membership in the Spirit-possessed society.”


c.  Receiving the Holy Spirit meant that these believers would:



(1)  be indwelt by God the Holy Spirit;



(2)  be filled with God the Holy Spirit; and



(3)  receive spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.


d.  God the Holy Spirit probably entered them into union with Christ the moment they believed in Christ, since that ministry involves the new believer’s relationship with Christ rather than their relationship with the Holy Spirit Himself.


e.  Therefore, the apostles pray/ask that these new believers might have all the ministries of God the Holy Spirit that are significant to the new dispensation and uniqueness of the Church Age.

f.  The Church Age is God’s period of human history in which the believer has a unique relationship to God through the work of God the Holy Spirit.


g.  Receiving the Holy Spirit has one more very critical ministry that will make an enormous difference in the spiritual lives of these new believers.  They will have the mentorship or teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, which will influence their thinking and lives forever.

� Bruce, p. 170.
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