Acts 8:12



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the temporal particle HOTE, which indicates “a point of time that coincides with another point of time, translated: when.”
  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Samaritans produced the action of believing the message of the gospel delivered by Philip.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But when they believed”
 is the dative masculine singular articular present middle participle from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim good news; proclaim the gospel.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was occurring at that moment in the past.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes Philip as being personally responsible and involved in producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances to the action of the main verb.

With this we have the dative of possession from the masculine singular proper noun PHILIPPOS, transliterated “Philip.”  As a dative of possession it is translated “Philip’s.”  So the entire dative direct object is “Philip’s proclaiming the good news.”  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIAS, meaning “concerning or about the kingdom.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “the person” plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, translated “of Jesus Christ.”
“Philip’s  proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ,”
 is the third person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what continued to be in progress in the past; what actually occurred in the past.


The passive voice indicates that the subject received the action of being baptized.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANĒR and the feminine plural noun GUNĒ, connected by the coordinating conjunctions TE and KAI, meaning “both men and women.”  Luke uses this construction in this sense in Acts 8:12; 9:2; and 22:4. 
“both men and women were being baptized.”
Acts 8:12 corrected translation
“But when they believed Philip’s proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ, both men and women were being baptized.”
Explanation:
1.  “But when they believed”

a.  Luke continues by setting up a contrast between the people of Samaria paying attention to Simon and their paying attention to Philip.

b.  The Samaritans heard the message of the gospel and believed in Christ.

c.  This passage is the first indication that people other than orthodox Jews could become believers in the new dispensation of the Church Age.  There were non-Jews who became believers in the age of Israel, but apparently this had not yet happened in the new dispensation.


d.  The Samaritans were considered half-Jews by the Jews of Judea, because they only believed in the Pentateuch but not the rest of the Old Testament Scriptures, rejected worship at the Jerusalem temple, and were cross-bred with other races since the time of the Assyrians (721 B.C.).  Therefore, the fact that they believed in Christ, indicates for the first time that the Church will be made up of those other than the pure Jews.

e.  The principle is that anyone can believe in Christ in the Church Age—race or ethnic background is not an issue in becoming a Christian.

2.  “Philip’s proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ,”

a.  Luke clearly makes Philip responsible for proclaiming the good news of the gospel.

b.  The phrase ‘the kingdom of God’ is used here as a synonym for the message of the gospel, that is, that eternal salvation and becoming a member of the eternal kingdom of God the Father is now available to anyone who will believe in Christ.

c.  Philip’s message is subdivided into two main parts: the news about the kingdom of God and the news about the person of Jesus Christ.



(1)  The good news about the kingdom of God.




(a)  The kingdom of God is the kingdom of God the Father, which is the eternal state after the last judgment, 1 Cor 15:24, “then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father, when He will abolish every ruler, that is, every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.”



(b)  The good news is that anyone can become of member of the eternal kingdom of God the Father.  Eternal life in God’s kingdom is no longer restricted to the so-called ‘orthodox Jews’ of Judea.  This was tremendous news for the Samaritans.  It vindicated what they had long believed.



(2)  The good news about the person of Jesus Christ.




(a)  The good news here is that the Son of God became a true human being, named Jesus, and that He went to the Cross and was judged for the sins of the Samaritans as a substitute for them, which was His mission from God the Father as the Christ.




(b)  This meant that by having faith, trust, and confidence in Jesus, they could become members of the eternal kingdom of God.  That was great news to them, as it is to anyone who hears and believes the promise of God.


d.  Therefore, Philip told them about the person and work of Jesus the Christ, and what the results and ramifications were for them, if they believed the message.  The Samaritans were ecstatic.  They believed in Jesus as the Christ.


e.  The good news in evangelization of others is (1) the forgiveness of sins because of what Jesus did on the Cross and (2) the eternal life with God as a free gift from God.  The former is the good news about the person of Jesus Christ, the latter is the good news about the kingdom of God.

3.  “both men and women were being baptized.”

a.  Therefore, when the Samaritans believed in Christ both men and women were baptized.  This refers to water baptism as practiced in the early church by the example of the apostles (see Acts 2:38-41, “So then, those who had accepted his message were baptized.”)

b.  The point being emphasized here by Luke is that there was no gender discrimination in salvation.  Both men and women are permitted to believe in Christ.  Both men and women are permitted to be baptized.

c.  This is one of the first indications of equal privilege and equal opportunity as a policy of the Church Age, the spiritual life, and of God’s eternal kingdom.


d.  As this was true among the Jews (Acts 5:14, “And even more believers kept on being added to the Lord, multitudes of men and women,”), so it is equally true among the Samaritans.
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