Acts 7:8



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gave.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the God of Glory, Jesus Christ, produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object and advantage from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Abraham.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIATHĒKĒ.  The meaning of this word is not just “covenant” or “testament” as in the last will and testament of a person.  BDAG explains the meaning as follows: “it is the declaration of one person’s initiative, not the result of an agreement between two parties, like a compact or a contract.  This is beyond doubt one of the main reasons why the LXX rendered the Hebrew word BERITH by DIATHĒKĒ.  In the ‘covenants’ of God, it was God alone who set the conditions.  So DIATHĒKĒ acquires a meaning in the LXX which cannot be paralleled with certainty in extra-Biblical sources, namely ‘decree’, ‘declaration of purpose’, ‘set of regulations’, etc. Our literature, which is very strongly influenced by LXX in this area, seems as a rule to have understood the word in these senses (Heb 9:16–20; Gal 3:15–17).  God has issued a declaration of his purpose Rom 11:27, which God bears in mind Lk 1:72; it goes back to ancestral days Acts 3:25.  God also issued an ordinance (of circumcision) Acts 7:8.  Since God’s holy will was set forth on more than one occasion (Gen 6:18; 9:9ff; 15:18; 17:2ff; Ex 19:5, etc.), one may speak of DIATHĒKĒ as decrees, assurances.”
  With this we have the genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun PERITOMĒ, which means “with reference to or relating to circumcision.”  This could also be considered a descriptive genitive, meaning “the ordinance characterized by circumcision.”
“And then He gave him the ordinance relating to circumcision;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI with the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “and so” or “and in this manner.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GENNAW, which, when used with a man as the subject, means to “become the father of” (BDAG, p. 193).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.  Notice that the Greek name ABRAAM is not in the Greek text, but added by the translators of the NASV.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun ISAAK, transliterated as “Isaac.”
“and in this manner He became the father of Isaac,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PERITEMNW, which means “to circumcise.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Abraham produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Isaac.  This is followed by the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day” plus the feminine singular article and cardinal adjective OGDOOS, meaning “eighth.”  The locative of time is translated “on the eighth day.”
“and circumcised him on the eighth day;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and then,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ISAAK, “Isaac” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IAKWB, transliterated as “Jacob.”  There is an obvious ellipsis here of the verb GENNAW = ‘to [become the father of]’.  Then we have another connective KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IAKWB, “Jacob,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve” and noun PATRIARCHĒS, meaning “patriarchs,” which literally means ‘father-rulers’ or ‘ruling fathers’.  Again we have an obvious ellipsis of the verb GENNAW = ‘to [become the father of]’.
“and then Isaac [became the father of] Jacob, and Jacob [became the father of] the twelve patriarchs.”

Acts 7:8 corrected translation
“And then He gave him the ordinance relating to circumcision; and in this manner He became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and then Isaac [became the father of] Jacob, and Jacob [became the father of] the twelve patriarchs.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then He gave him the ordinance relating to circumcision;”

a.  Stephen now turns his attention to the next great event in the history of the Jews, which was the institution of the ordinance of circumcision.  This ordinance was significant because it was the sign of God’s promise to Abraham that he would have a son from his own loins, who would be the father of a great nation and would begin the line of a new racial species in mankind.

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ, the God of Israel, is the person who gave Abraham the ordinance, the commandment to permit himself to be circumcised.


c.  This ordinance is found in Gen 17:10-14, “This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.  And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you.  And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants.  A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.  But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”

d.  God instituted an ordinance, a command, and a ritual that was to be observed as long as the Jews existed on earth.  Circumcision is the sign of the faithfulness of the promise of God.  It was the guarantee that Abraham would have a son with Sarah from his own sexual ability.


e.  Just as God gave a visible sign of His promise to Abraham, so God the Father gave a sign of His promise of eternal life to us, and that sign is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Lk 11:29-30, “As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, ‘This generation is a wicked generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah.  For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.’”

2.  “and in this manner He became the father of Isaac,”

a.  Abraham became the father of Isaac and did so by obeying God and permitting himself to be circumcised.

b.  The background for this statement is Gen 21:2-4, “So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him.  Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.  Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.”

c.  Here is another example of the great faith which Abraham had in God.  He not only had enough faith to allow someone to cut off his foreskin (and probably without general anesthetic) and he had faith that his ability to have sex would be restored by God.  The manner in which Abraham became the father of Isaac was not as simple as just having sex with Sarah.  

3.  “and circumcised him on the eighth day;”

a.  Stephen understood the importance of Abraham remembering and executing the requirement of God to perform the ritual of circumcision on his son.

b.  The circumcision of Isaac is mentioned in Gen 21:4, “Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.”

c.  It was the continued obedience to God that made Abraham great spiritually.


d.  Circumcision is the outward sign of God’s promise given to Abraham that he would be the father of a new race and new nation.

4.  “and then Isaac [became the father of] Jacob, and Jacob [became the father of] the twelve patriarchs.”

a.  This statement is a short history of the racial line of the Jew, that is, the line of those who believed in Christ.

b.  The biblical background for Isaac becoming the father of Jacob is found in Gen 25.

c.  The biblical background for Jacob becoming the father of the twelve patriarchs is found in Gen 29:32-Gen 35:24.


d.  The twelve patriarchs are:


By Leah:  Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun.



By Rachel’s maid Bilhah: Dan, Naphtali.



By Leah’s maid Zilpah: Gad, Ashar.



By Rachel: Joseph, Benjamin.
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