Acts 7:56



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the particle of exclamation IDOU, which means “Behold, Notice, Pay Attention or Look.”

“and he said, ‘Behold,”
 is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THEWREW, which means “to observe something with sustained attention: be a spectator, look at, observe, perceive, see”
 and is used over fifty times in the NT.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Stephen is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the heavens.”  The plural refers to atmosphere around the earth and the stellar universe.  This is followed by the accusative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb DIANOIGW, which means “to open” (BDAG, p. 234).


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which presents the action as a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the first and second heaven receive the action of being opened so that Stephen can see the third heaven.


The participle is an adjectival participle used as a predicate (see Wallace, p. 618).
“I see the heavens opened”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “of Man.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS, which means “at the right side.”  This is followed by the accusative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: standing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive present, which describes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the genitive of identity of possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God.’”
Acts 7:56 corrected translation
“and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “and he said, ‘Behold,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads “Now being full of the Holy Spirit, while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right side of God; and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God.’”

b.  Looking up into heaven and seeing the glory of God and Jesus standing next to God the Father, Stephen cannot help but express what he sees.

c.  While the crowd in the Sanhedrin is beginning to get ugly, Stephen makes one last attempt to get their attention.  He wants them to see what he sees, but they cannot in their unbelief.  He wants them to enjoy what he is enjoying, but they cannot in their blackout of soul.  He wants them to be as thrilled as he is, but they cannot be in their hardness of heart.

2.  “I see the heavens opened”

a.  Stephen sees the current of the first and second heavens pulled back, so that he is able to see directly into the third heaven, the throne room of God.

b.  This was a real empirical experience that was provided for Stephen by God the Holy Spirit.

c.  Stephen is given the ability to supernaturally see and testify to the reality of the humanity of Christ in heaven at the right hand of God.


d.  This is empirical testimony of the reality of Jesus being in heaven.  The apostles only saw Jesus ascending toward heaven.  Stephen sees the humanity of Christ actually in heaven.

3.  “and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God.’”

a.  Stephen sees God the Father and someone he calls “the Son of Man” standing in the place of honor and glory and power at the right side of God the Father.  The title “Son of Man” identifies this person as Jesus.  We know this for two reasons:


(1)  Jesus used this title in reference to himself numerous times during His ministry.  He even used it in front of this same high priest and Sanhedrin, Mt 26:63-66, “But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’  Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’  Then the high priest tore his robes and said, ‘He has blasphemed!  What further need do we have of witnesses?  Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; what do you think?’  They answered, ‘He deserves death!’”  Compare Lk 22:67, “‘If You are the Christ, tell us.’  But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask a question, you will not answer.  But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’ And they all said, ‘Are You the Son of God, then?’  And He said to them, ‘Yes, I am.’  Then they said, ‘What further need do we have of testimony?  For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.’”


(2)  The immediate reaction of the Sanhedrin to what Stephen says indicates that they understood that Stephen was talking about Jesus and that it was Jesus whom he saw.  Their immediate reaction is stated in the next verse: “But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him with one impulse.”

b.  The title “Son of Man.”



(1)  “This is a title derived from a Hebrew and Aramaic idiom which designates a collective (humanity) or an individual within the collective (human being).


(2)  In the OT the phrase occurs often as a designation for ‘humanity’ or a ‘human being’ in contrast with divine prerogatives (Ps 8:4, “What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?” cf. also Num 23:19, “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent.”). The phrase is used 93 times in Ezekiel as a designation for the prophet, perhaps here too emphasizing the mere mortal nature of the prophet in contrast to the majesty of God who speaks to him (e.g., Ezek 2:1, “Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak with you!’”).


(3)  The occurrence of ‘son of man’ in Dan 7:13–14 (“‘I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days [God the Father] and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.’”), a text of enormous influence in later Jewish and NT traditions, raises the question of whether or not at this pre-Christian stage ‘son of man’ had become a title.  In his apocalyptic vision which proclaims the ultimate triumph of Israel over the Seleucid tyrant Antiochus IV, Daniel sees ‘one like a son of man’ presented in triumph before the throne of God.


(4)  The term ‘Son of Man’ is used almost exclusively in the NT as a self-designation for Jesus.  The only exceptions are passages where Dan 7:13–14 (Acts 7:56; Rev 1:13; 14:14) or Ps 8:4 are cited (Heb 2:6).  Interpreters have generally sorted the various uses of the title into three major categories:



(a)  Jesus within the context of his earthly ministry: e.g., Mk 2:10 (authority to forgive sins); 2:28 (lord of the sabbath); Mt 8:20 (nowhere to lay his head); 13:37 (sows the good seed); 12:32 (a word spoken against); 16:13 (who do people say he is); 18:11 (come to save the lost); Lk 7:34 (comes eating and drinking); 11:30 (a sign to this generation).



(b)  Humiliation and sufferings of the Son of Man: Mk 8:31; 9:31; 10:33; Mk 9:12; 10:45 (gives his life in ransom for the many); Mt 12:40 (sign of Jonah).



(c)  Future coming in judgment: e.g., Mk 8:38; 14:62; Mt 16:27–28; 19:28; 24; Lk 17:22, 24, 26, 30; 21:36.


(5)  In John’s Gospel, Son of Man is applied to Jesus as the one sent by God who descends from heaven and returns in exaltation (Jn 1:51; 3:13; 6:62). The title is also used in connection with the death of Jesus which John describes as the hour of Jesus’ glorification or exaltation (Jn 3:14; 12:23, 34; 13:31).


(6)  A much debated point is whether this title was used by Jesus.  Some suggest that Jesus used it simply as a self-designation in the mode of the Aramaic and Hebrew idiom (i.e., this human being) or as an expression of humility.  Others contend that Jesus referred to an apocalyptic son of man figure in the mode of Dan 7:13–14 but did not identify himself with this triumphant figure (e.g., Mk 8:38; Lk 12:8).  Still others argue that ‘son of man’ had already taken on the sense of a title in the mode of Dan 7:13–14, but was given a distinctive set of meanings by the developing Gospel tradition in its application to Jesus.


(7)  Consensus about the tradition, history and precise meaning of the ‘son of man’ designation remains elusive.  Interpretation of any given passage must depend on an appreciation of its immediate context and the nuances given the designation by a particular NT author.”
 



(8)  The title ‘Son of Man’ “is used also of the place accorded to Christ in His human nature as now exalted.




(a)  Mt 26:64, “Jesus said to him, ‘You have said it yourself  nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’”




(b)  Acts 2:32-35, “This Jesus God raised up, concerning Whom we all are witnesses.  Therefore, having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you see and hear.  For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’”



(c)  Rom 8:34, “Who [is] the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus [is] the One who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”




(d)  Col 3:1, “Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ (and you have), desire to possess the things above [escrow blessings] where Christ is sitting at the right side of God.”




(e)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven.”



(f)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His [the Father's] glory and the exact representation of His [the Father’s] essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”



(g)  Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”


(9)  The exalted person of Jesus Christ is clearly identified as the Son of Man in Rev 1:12-13, “And I turned around in order to see the voice, which was speaking with me.  And when I turned around, I saw seven golden lampstands; and in the middle of the lampstands [I saw] one like the Son of Man, being dressed in a robe reaching to His feet, and being girded around His chest with a golden sash.”  Compared with Rev 14:14, “And then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud [there was] sitting [someone] like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.”

c.  Why does God give this vision to Stephen at this moment?  Because God knows that Stephen is about to be murdered and shows Stephen the empirical proof that all he has said is the truth and correct and has glorified God.  Stephen is completely vindicated by God by this vision.  “The vision confirmed Stephen’s testimony.   His messianic claims for Jesus were verified in his vision of the exalted Son of Man.”


d.  The Lord gives Stephen the honor of receiving a preview of what is about to be the rest of his life—absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.


e.  Why was the Lord standing?  We are not told.  Many have speculated as to why He was standing: He was standing to defend Stephen; He was standing in judgment against the Sanhedrin; He was standing to take action against Stephen’s murderers.  All of these probably have a certain probability and ring of truth.  But no one has ever ventured that perhaps our Lord has stood up to honor and recognize the wonderful testimony of the first Christian martyr.  Our Lord was in effect standing with His witness in the Supreme Court of Heaven, the two of them testifying against the agents of Satan on earth and Satan himself.
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