Acts 7:55
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which means “Now” and takes from the attitude of the Sanhedrin back to what was going on with Stephen.  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to be in a state or circumstance: to be as a widely used substitute in Hellenistic Greek for EIMI.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and translated “being.”

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PLĒRĒS, which means “filled, full” (BDAG, p. 826).  With this we have the genitive of content,
 indicating that of which something is full or filled, from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, which means “of the Holy Spirit.”
“Now being full of the Holy Spirit,”
 is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ATENIZW, which means “to look intently at, stare at something or someone Acts 1:10; 3:4, 12; 6:15; 7:55; 10:4; 11:6; 13:9; 14:9; 23:1; 2 Cor 3:7, 13; Lk 4:20; 22:56.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.

The participle is a temporal participle and is coterminous with the action of the main verb “he saw.”  It is translated “while looking intently.”

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “into heaven” and referring to the third heaven.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: he saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DOXA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “the glory of God” in the sense of “the glory belonging to God.”
“while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the accusative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand: standing.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial or can be considered attributive (see Wallace, p. 617f).
This is followed by the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place
 from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS (see BDAG, p. 217) plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “at the right side of God.”
“and Jesus standing at the right side of God;”
Acts 7:55 corrected translation
“Now being full of the Holy Spirit, while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right side of God;”
Explanation:
1.  “Now being full of the Holy Spirit,”

a.  Luke now transitions us from the attitude of the Sanhedrin back to the attitude of Stephen.  The Sanhedrin has an attitude of hatred and malice toward Stephen.  Stephen is fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit and occupied with Christ.

b.  Stephen was fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit before he was selected as one of the first seven deacons of the Jerusalem church, Acts 6:3, “So, brethren, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we will put in charge of this duty.”

c.  Stephen was fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit when he was witnessing to the people, Acts 6:8, “Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing wonders and great miracles among the people.”

d.  Stephen was fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit when he was opposed by the Jewish unbelievers of the Freedmen synagogue, Acts 6:10, “And yet they were not able to oppose the wisdom and the Spirit by Whom he was speaking.”

e.  Stephen was fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit when he began his defense before the Sanhedrin, Acts 6:15, “And then looking intently at him, all who were sitting in the Sanhedrin saw his face like the face of an angel.”

f.  And now he is still fully under the influence of the Holy Spirit as he indicts the Sanhedrin for murder and sees the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father in heaven.

2.  “while looking intently into heaven, he saw the glory of God,”

a.  Stephen is granted the privilege by God of being able to look directly into the third heaven and see the glory of God.  How would Luke know this?  Paul, who was a witness of these events would have told Luke and explained what happened after he had become a believer and understood them.

b.  The phrase “the glory of God” refers to the majesty and glory of God the Father, since the next phrase adds that the person of Jesus was also present.

c.  The glory of God is mentioned in:



(1)  Lk 2:9, “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them [the shepherds], and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.”



(2)  Jn 11:40, “Jesus said to her [Martha], ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’”



(3)  Rev 15:8, “And then the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power; furthermore no one was able to enter into the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels had been completed.”


(4)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”

d.  The glory of God is seen in Christ.


(1)  Lk 24:26, “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”



(2)  Jn 17:5, “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”



(3)  Jn 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.”



(4)  Acts 3:13, “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.”


(5)  1 Tim 3:16, “And so, admittedly, important is the mystery with reference to the spiritual life:

[The One (Jesus Christ)] who became visible by means of the flesh;

Who was vindicated by agency of the Holy Spirit;

Who was watched by angels;
Who was proclaimed among the nations;

Who was believed on in the world;

Who was taken up in glory.”



(6)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”



(7)  2 Cor 3:18, “But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”



(8)  Rom 11:36, “Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”


e.  “The Christian should be filled with the Spirit and display God’s glory to the world, 2 Cor 3.”

3.  “and Jesus standing at the right side of God;”

a.  In addition to seeing the glory of God the Father, Stephen saw the resurrected humanity of Christ in the third heaven at the right side of God, which means on God’s throne, which our Lord shares.  This position of Christ at the right side of the Father on His throne is mentioned many times in Scripture.  For example, Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said, ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”

b.  This statement by God the Father is so important in the angelic conflict that it is mentioned five other times in the New Testament: Mt 22:44; Lk 20:42; Acts 2:34f; Heb 10:13; 1 Cor 15:25 (all quoting from Ps 110:1).


c.  “That the present state of the ascended Lord is one of splendor is suggested by the vision of Stephen and by the narrative of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.”



(1)   Acts 9:3, “As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him;” That light was the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.


(2)  Acts 26:13, “at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and those who were journeying with me.”

d.  Stephen, having this vision of the resurrected humanity of Christ in heaven at the right side of the Father, and then declaring it to the Sanhedrin was too much for the Sanhedrin to bear.  This sealed his fate.  “The members of the Sanhedrin could not tolerate this statement about one whom they themselves had recently condemned to death.  In this unique reference to the Son of man title [verse 56] outside the Gospels (the only time in the NT that this title is spoken by someone other than Jesus Himself), Stephen, alluding to Dan 7:13f, clearly understands Jesus to be on the same level as God, ruling with God as His vicegerent.
It is no coincidence that it was also a reference to the Son of man that finally led to Jesus’ death (cf. Lk 22:69).  In presenting the story of Stephen’s martyrdom, Luke went out of his way to portray Stephen as an archetypical witness who followed exactly in Jesus’ steps.  Just as there are similarities in the charges brought against Jesus and Stephen and in the references to the Son of Man, so too there are striking similarities in the two martyrdoms.  Like Jesus, Stephen prayed for the forgiveness of his persecutors (Acts 7:60; cf. Lk 23:34) and committed his spirit to divine safekeeping (Acts 7:59; cf. Lk 23:46). The striking difference, however, is that whereas Jesus began His prayers with “Father,” Stephen began his with “Lord Jesus” (Acts 7:59f). This further indicates the exalted — indeed, divine — status of Jesus in Stephen’s Christology.”


e.  Stephen clearly presents Jesus as coequal with God the Father, thus making Him the true Messiah of Israel, which these men have murdered.  Stephen is an eyewitness to the fact that Jesus is in heaven, coequal with God the Father, thus making Jesus God the Son, and the Messiah of Israel.  Therefore, Stephen further gives eyewitness testimony to the real person of Jesus as the Christ, whom these men must believe in for eternal salvation.  Thus is all too much for the members of the Sanhedrin.  Their guilt and fate is sealed as the murderers of the Messiah and they don’t want to hear it any more.
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