Acts 7:47



 is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun SOLOMWN, meaning “Solomon.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to build; construct.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Solomon produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, Solomon built”
 is the dative of advantage from the third person masculine singular of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “for Him” and referring to God.  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun OIKOS, meaning “a house.”
“a house for Him.”
Acts 7:47 corrected translation
“However, Solomon built a house for Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, Solomon built”

a.  With a mild contrast, Stephen indicates that it was not David who built a permanent house for the Lord, but David’s son, Solomon.

b.  David was a man of war, and typifies the Lord at His second advent.  Solomon is a man of peace and prosperity and typifies the Lord during His millennial reign.

c.  The Old Testament background for Solomon building the Temple for the Lord is found in 1 Kg 5:1-8:21.

2.  “a house for Him.”

a.  1 Kg 8:17, “Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel.  But the Lord said to my father David, ‘Because it was in your heart to build a house for My name, you did well that it was in your heart.  Nevertheless you shall not build the house, but your son who will be born to you, he will build the house for My name.’  Now the Lord has fulfilled His word which He spoke; for I have risen in place of my father David and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built the house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel.  There I have set a place for the ark, in which is the covenant of the Lord, which He made with our fathers when He brought them from the land of Egypt.”

b.  Even Solomon himself understood that this house, which he had built for the Lord, was inadequate, 1 Kg 8:27, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house which I have built!”

c.  The brevity of Stephen’s statement implies that Israel’s trouble with the Lord began with its veneration of this Temple rather than the God who dwelt therein, as seen by the statements that follow.
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