Acts 6:4



 is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But,” which sets up a contrast between the duties of these seven men and the apostles.  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to the apostles.  Then we have the first person plural future active indicative from the verb PROSKARTEPEW (which is at the end of the verse), which means “to persist in something; to busy oneself with, be busily engaged in, be devoted to, with the dative of the thing as the object Acts 1:14; Rom 12:12; Col 4:2; Acts 6:4.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the apostles will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“But we will be devoted”
 is the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and nouns PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “prayer” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Finally, we have the dative of direct object from the feminine singular noun DIAKONIA, meaning “service or ministry” with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “of the word.”  
“to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”
Acts 6:4 corrected translation
“But we will be devoted to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But we will be devoted”

a.  In contrast to the service and ministry of the seven, the apostles suggest that they will continue service and ministry by devotion in a two specific areas of ministry: prayer and the word of God.

b.  The application for the pastor of the local church is simple—he must be devoted to prayer and the study and teaching of the word of God.  That is his primary purpose and service for the Lord to the congregation.

c.  The word devotion means to have an affection for and be dedicated to doing something.  It means doing what you love to do with fidelity or faithfulness.


d.  If you are not in love with studying the word of God, don’t try to become a minister or pastor.  You don’t have the spiritual gift.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is manifest by a devoted love for learning and explaining the word of God to others.


e.  The other area of devotion for the pastor is the area of prayer.

2.  “to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’”

a.  The pastor should be and needs to be devoted to prayer for those in his congregation as well as others.  The seven men being selected for the special service mentioned here can also be devoted to prayer, but it is not their primary service.  Prayer is their secondary service.


(1)  Prayer is a primary service of two groups of people in the church:




(a)  The leadership of the church, and 




(b)  Those with a spiritual gift of prayer.



(2)  Prayer is a secondary service of all other members of the local church.  Anyone can serve the Lord in prayer for others.  Some do it as their primary service, most do it as their secondary service.


b.  The other primary service of the pastor-teacher is the ministry of the word of God.  This has a two part function: studying the word of God and teaching the word of God.


(1)  You cannot teach what you do not know.



(2)  Learning the word of God is a lifetime process.  It does not happen in a few years at seminary.



(3)  Learning the word of God is a daily function for the pastor.  It takes up most of his time.



(4)  Teaching the word of God is the other part of this service or ministry.  It takes a lot less time to teach than it does to learn.  It takes about 4-5 hours of preparation for one hour of accurate teaching.



(5)  Because the preparation is so difficult and the teaching is often so discouraging (many people get tired of hearing what you have to say) the pastor must be devoted to this service or ministry.


c.  Studying and teaching the word of God is a primary ministry for the pastor, while studying the word of God is a secondary ministry for everyone else in the congregation.  The members of the congregation have a primary ministry related to their particular spiritual gift, but they all have a secondary ministry or service related to learning God’s word.


d.  Notice the importance that was placed on the teaching of the word of God by the apostles in the early church.  This same importance rarely exists in mainstream Christianity today.  Satan does not want it to exist, which is why so many churches are distracted from the teaching of the word of God by everything else that goes on in a church.

e.  One thing this passage clearly shows is that it is not the pastor’s duty to minister to the physical needs of the congregation.  He ministers to their spiritual needs; others in the congregation ministry to the physical needs of the congregation.


f.  A pastor who neglects prayer is not fulfilling his ministry, just as a pastor who neglects studying and teaching the word of God is not fulfilling his ministry.  The Lord expects both from him, just as He expects both from you as your secondary ministry.

g.  Donald Grey Barnhouse stated the principle clearly, “No man is ever going to be able to fill the pulpit adequately unless he spends thousands of hours year after years in the study of God’s Word.”
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