Acts 6:10



 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet,” followed by the strong, absolute negative OUK, meaning “not.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ISCHUW, which means “to have requisite personal resources to accomplish something: to have power, be competent, be able with the infinitive following Mt 8:28; 26:40; Mk 5:4; 14:37; Lk 6:48; 8:43; 14:6, 29f; 20:26; Jn 21:6; Acts 6:10; 15:10; 25:7; 27:16.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that these Jewish unbelievers from the synagogue of the Freedmen could not produce the action of being competent or able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means literally ‘to stand against’ (ANTI + HISTĒMI) or ‘to withstand’ something; “to oppose, resist” (BDAG, p. 80).


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these Jewish unbelievers from the synagogue of the Freedmen could not produce the action of being able to oppose Stephen’s wisdom.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.

“And yet they were not able to oppose”
 is the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “the wisdom” plus the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the dative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by Whom.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: he was speaking.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“the wisdom and the Spirit by Whom he was speaking.”
Acts 6:10 corrected translation
“And yet they were not able to oppose the wisdom and the Spirit by Whom he was speaking.”
Explanation:

1.  “And yet they were not able to oppose”

a.  Those who rose up from the synagogue of Freedmen in opposition to Stephen were dogmatically and completely unable to resist his arguments that Jesus was the Christ.  They could not withstand his logic or his proofs from Scripture.  They could not defeat his reasoning or logic.  They could not withstand or resist the truthfulness of what he was saying.

b.  One person who was from Cilicia and may have attended the synagogue of Freedmen, since he was a Roman citizen would have been a young man named Saul of Tarsus.  Being one of the greatest students of Gamaliel, he would have been readily opposed to anything and everything being said by Stephen, just as he was opposed to everything being said by Peter, John, and the apostles.  But even the great Jewish unbeliever Saul of Tarsus could not withstand or defeat the wisdom and the Spirit by Whom Stephen was speaking.

c.  Truth cannot be defeated.  God’s truth will never be defeated.


d.  All opposition to God’s truth comes from Satan.  He is the motivator of everything opposed to God.


e.  Therefore, the men who stood in opposition to Stephen were being motivated by Satan under the principle of demon influence.


f.  Under the influence of Satan, Judaism had been reduced to a religion of demon influence.


g.  Demon influenced religions are always in opposition to the message of the gospel, the truth of God.


h.  Stephen knew the principle of Isa 54:17, “‘No weapon that is formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.”


i.  The Lord’s prophecy of Lk 21:15 is fulfilled, “for I will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents will be able to resist or refute.”  It is no coincidence that Luke is using the same words (SOPHIA, HOS, OUK, DUNAMAI, ANTHISTĒMI) in his gospel as he uses here.
  The use of the same words is Luke’s way of showing that Jesus’ prophetic statement was being fulfilled in the life of Stephen.
2.  “the wisdom and the Spirit by Whom he was speaking.”

a.  Stephen’s unbeliever opponents were absolutely not able to withstand, resist or oppose two things:


(1)  The wisdom of God in his soul, and is described in Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is in the first place pure, then promotes harmony, is agreeable and reasonable to what is right, is willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine [without hypocrisy].”


(2)  The power of God the Holy Spirit, who gave him the words to speak, Lk 12:11-12, “When they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not worry about how or what you are to speak in your defense, or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”

b.  Stephen was giving them the gospel, explaining the person and work of Jesus as the Christ.  He was using the truthfulness of God’s word to make it clear.  And as he did so God the Holy Spirit was working His ministry of common grace, making Stephen’s word a reality to these unbelievers.


c.  Therefore, the two power options of the spiritual life are at work here: Bible doctrine in the soul and the power/influence/teaching of God the Holy Spirit.  Stephen was not speaking by means of his own ability, but by the power and intellect of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  This is the third time Luke has mentioned God the Holy Spirit in relation to Stephen.



(1)  Acts 6:5, “and so they selected Stephen, a man full of doctrine and the Holy Spirit.”



(2)  Acts 6:8, “Now Stephen, full of grace and power.”


e.  What was the Holy Spirit doing in the minds of these unbelievers as Stephen spoke?  He was convicting them of sin, because they did not believe in Christ, Jn 16:8, “And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.”  Being convicted of sinfulness was too much for these self-righteous unbelievers.  They couldn’t take hearing Stephen any more.  They had to shut him up.
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