Acts 5:6



 is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb ANISTĒMI, which means “to stand up; to arise.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective NEOS, meaning “the young men.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb SUSTELLW, which means “to cover up, wrap up; to take away, remove” (BDAG, p. 978).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the young men produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to the body of Ananias.

“Then, standing up, the young men covered him up,”
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb EKPHERW, which means “to carry or bring out.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the past action as a fact with emphasis on the completed action.


The active voice indicates that the young men produced the action.


The participle is temporal, indicating an action that precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after carrying out” or “when they had carried out.”

Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THAPTW, which means “to bury” (BDAG, p. 444).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the young men produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

The object “[him]” is implied, having already been stated in the verse.
“and after carrying [him] out, they buried [him].”
Acts 5:6 corrected translation
“Then, standing up, the young men covered him up, and after carrying [him] out, they buried [him].”
Explanation:
1.  “Then, standing up, the young men covered him up,”

a.  The next thing that happened was that the young men in the church took care of the burial detail.

b.  Out of respect for a member of the royal family, they covered the dead body.

c.  Even though God takes the life of a believer, the rest of us should always show respect for the dead.  They may have been failures on earth, but they are still absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.  They are in a place where they can never sin again.


d.  The act of covering his flesh, the home of his sin nature, is a picture of Christ covering our sins on the Cross, making atonement for our sins.


e.  However, Ananias’ disgraceful behavior in attempting to deceive the Holy Spirit results in his disgracefully unceremonious burial.

2.  “and after carrying [him] out, they buried [him].”

a.  Once the body was covered with a burial cloth, then the young men picked up the dead body, carried him out of the assembly, and gave him a proper Jewish burial.

b.  The dead body of Ananias was not disrespected in any way.  It was not cast off as garbage, but buried according to normal Jewish custom.

c.  We find out later that it only took a few hours to accomplish this task.  It is very possible that there were pre-dug graves already available for burial each day, which would explain why it did not take very long.


d.  More importantly is the fact that Ananias’ wife, Sapphira, is not notified of his death, and no ceremonial mourning awaited her when she enters the church assembly three hours later.


e.  The unceremonious treatment and burial of Ananias’ body is indicative of God’s judgment against him.
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