Acts 5:5
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now,” which moves us along to the next event in the story.  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred at the moment Peter finished speaking.


The active voice indicates that Ananias produced the action of hearing what Peter said.


The participle is a temporal participle, the action being coterminous with the action of the main verb and translated “as he heard.”  The participle takes its past time aspect from the past time aspect of the main verb “to breathe one’s last breath; to die.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun ANANIAS, which we transliterate as “Ananias.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these words.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PIPTW, which means “to fall; fall down; to fall to the ground” (BDAG, p. 815).

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Ananias produced the action of falling down.


The participle is a participle of attendant circumstance
, the action being coterminous with the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EKPSUCHW, which means “to lose one’s life energy; faint; then to lose one’s life energy completely: breathe one’s last, die Acts 5:5, 10; 12:23.”
  This is the combination of EK = away from and PSUCHĒ = soul, that is, the soul going away from the body.

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Ananias produced the action of having his soul depart from his body.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dramatic statement of fact.
“Now as Ananias heard these words, falling down, he breathed his last;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place; arise, come about, develop.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is active in function and indicates that the subject—a great fear/respect—produced the action of happening, occurring, coming about, or developing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “fear and/or respect” plus the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great.”  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the articular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which is used as a substantive and means “over all the hearers.”  The article substantivizes the participle, causing it to function as a noun.

“and a great fear [respect] came over all the hearers.”
Acts 5:5 corrected translation
“Now as Ananias heard these words, falling down, he breathed his last; and a great fear [respect] came over all the hearers.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now as Ananias heard these words, falling down, he breathed his last;”

a.  As Peter finishes his last exhale of words, Ananias finishes his last exhale on earth.  Ananias took his last breathe as Peter finished speaking.

b.  There was no physical strength left in his body as his soul exited his body.  Therefore, he falls to the ground, exhales, and immediately dies.

c.  This was a supernatural death, caused by God removing Ananias’ soul from his body.  God literally caused Ananias to drop dead.  Peter did not perform a miracle here.  God performed a supernatural act of removing Ananias’ soul from his body.

d.  This is the administration of physical death as a result of a state of perpetual carnality producing degeneracy in a Christian that is permanent.

e.  Ananias’ state of sinfulness was something from which God knew he would not recover.  Therefore, God administers immediate physical death to him as an object lesson to the church.


f.  This administration of physical death is often called “the sin unto death,” but the proper translation of the phrase in 1 Jn 5:16 is “the state of sinfulness leading to [or resulting in] death.”  1 Jn 5:16, “If anyone has seen his fellow-believer committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and He [God the Father] will give life to him, that is, to those who have not committed a sin leading to death.  There is a state of sin leading to [physical] death.  I do not recommend concerning that, that he should ask.”


g.  There is no single sin that results in a believer being put under a physical death penalty by God.


h.  There is not a single sin that a person can commit that God cannot and will not forgive.  And all of these individual sins can be sins not leading to physical death.


i.  However, the multiple sins of perpetual carnality do lead to physical death administered by God.


j.  This lifestyle of perpetual carnality is described in Heb 10:26-27, “For if we go on [perpetual] sinning willfully [deliberately] after receiving the knowledge of doctrine [about sin], there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins [we are under the state of sinfulness leading to death principle], but a terrifying expectation of judgment [physical death] and the fury of a fire [severe suffering prior to that death] which will consume the adversaries [unbelievers and fallen angels].”  This is not saying that the believer under the sin unto death discipline is going to the lake of fire, but his discipline will be so painful that he will feel like he is.


k.  This state of sinfulness is described in Ps 7:14-16, “Behold, he shall have labor pains of vanity [warning discipline] because he has become pregnant with frustration.  Therefore, he has given birth to a life of deceit [intensive discipline].  He dug a grave [the sin face-to-face with death].  He explored it [the experience of warning and intensive discipline].  Therefore, he has fallen into the ditch which he himself has constructed.  His frustration will return on his own head.”  The punishment resulting in death does not come all at once, but usually comes in segments.


l.  This administration of divine discipline is mentioned in Rev 3:16, “So because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I am about to vomit you from My mouth.”

m.  This divine discipline was almost administered to David, Ps 118:17-18, “I will not die, but live, and tell of the works of the Lord.  The Lord has disciplined me severely, but He has not given me over to death.”


n.  Another New Testament case of this divine discipline is mentioned by Paul in 1 Tim 1:19‑20, “Be having and holding doctrine and a clear conscience, which doctrine certain ones, having rejected, have suffered shipwreck with regard to their doctrine.  Among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, in order that they might be taught by discipline not to blaspheme.”

2.  “and a great fear [respect] came over all the hearers.”

a.  The result of God’s immediate administration of divine discipline was a great fear and respect for God among the believers in the church who had heard what Peter said and had seen what God did.

b.  Obviously this story spread immediately throughout the Christian community in Jerusalem.

c.  Respect for the influence of God the Holy Spirit increased greatly and immediately.


d.  God demonstrated that He was not One to be lied to or to disrespect.  And the remaining believers immediately understood the point.  This also taught the lesson that God takes verbal sins seriously.  If a person could die suddenly from a lie, how much more serious would the consequences be for sins of arrogance, hatred, or revenge?


e.  A by-product of this incident would also be a greater respect for God’s representatives, the apostles.
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