Acts 5:29



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now or Then” and indicating a transition from one person speaking in the drama to the next person speaking.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent passive participle from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer or reply” (BDAG, p. 113).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions in an active sense, Peter and the other apostles producing the action of answering the charges of the high priest and Sanhedrin.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated “answering.”

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun PETROS, which we transliterate as “Peter” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, which we transliterate as “the apostles.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the main verb EIPON, meaning “to say: they said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Peter, speaking for all the apostles (for they would not all talk at once), produced the action of speaking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then answering, Peter and the apostles said,”
 is the present active infinitive from the verb PEITHARCHEW, which means “obey Acts 5:29, 32; you ought to have followed my advice and not to have sailed Acts 27:21; be obedient Tit 3:1.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for an action that began in the past and is reasonably expected to continue in the present and future.  It can be translated “we must keep on obeying.”

The active voice indicates that the apostles produce the action of obeying God.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the third person singular present active indicative of the impersonal verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary; One must; or One has to” (BDAG, p. 214), which is the next word in the sentence.  Note DEI is singular, not plural, and therefore “we” is inappropriate in the translation; the impersonal verb DEI is impersonal not personal; Peter is stating an impersonal standard that applies to everyone, not just to himself and the other apostles.


The present tense is a customary and gnomic present for a universal truth that is reasonably expected of all men.


The active voice indicates that the impersonal subject “one,” that is, “a person” is required to produce the action of obeying God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to any one of the three members of the Trinity.  Then we have the adverb of comparison MALLON, meaning “rather” plus the comparative particle Ē (BDAG, p. 432), meaning “than.”  Finally, we have the dative direct object from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“‘One must obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:29 corrected translation
“Then answering, Peter and the apostles said, ‘One must obey God rather than men.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, Peter and the apostles said,”

a.  Luke moves us immediately to the apostles answer to the first charge of the high priest—that they have disobeyed the authority of the civil government of Judea, which is represented by the Sanhedrin.

b.  Peter is singled out by Luke, because he is still functioning as the leader of the group and will speak on behalf of the entire group.  Peter’s answer is the collective answer of the group, since, as we have seen, they were all of one mind (Acts 1:14; 2:46).
2.  “‘One must obey God rather than men.”

a.  The apostles’ answer to the first charge of disobedience to civil authority is simple, direct, and irrefutable—a person must obey God rather than men, whether they are in civil government or not.


b.  The prime directive of Christianity is obedience to God.


(1)  Obedience to God is the primary issue in the angelic conflict.  It is the very thing that Satan and the fallen angels did not do, and the very thing the elect angels did do.



(2)  Obedience to God comes from the influence of God the Holy Spirit.




(a)  This influence is seen in the Spirit’s ministry of common grace to the unbeliever, motivating him to obey God by believing in Christ.




(b)  This influence is seen in the Spirit’s ministry of filling to the believer, motivating him/her to obey God by executing the will of God and living the spiritual life.



(3)  Obedience to God glorifies God each and every single time it is done.



(4)  Obedience to God produces happiness in the soul of the person who obeys.



(5)  Obedience to God is always rewarded by God.  God never ignores our obedience to Him.


c.  Therefore, it is an absolute, dogmatic requirement of believers in Christ that they obey God rather than men.  But remember that God also demands that we obey the governing authorities.  The only time we don’t obey God’s established governing authorities is when they abuse their authority and come into conflict with the direct will of God as stated in Scripture.  The apostles received a direct order from the Lord Jesus Christ that they were to proclaim His person and work in Jerusalem and beyond.  Therefore, any direct order from any civil body of men, such as the Sanhedrin, was in direct violation of the known will of God and could be disobeyed with impunity from the Supreme Court of Heaven.

d.  This statement raises the issue of obedience to civil law versus civil disobedience to abusive civil government.



(1)  The principle is stated in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia as follows: “Although human government is divinely instituted, it does not follow that its authority is unlimited.  On the contrary, the Scriptures give ample evidence that when governments usurp the authority of God by demanding subjection to laws contrary to clear commands of Scripture, they have exceeded their authority.  Acts 5:29 summarizes the concluding arguments of believers before the Sanhedrin: ‘We must obey God rather than men.’ No one may claim that he is entitled to disobey the laws merely because of his personal disagreement with them. In totalitarian societies some laws may be hard to accept, but Christians as well as all other citizens are responsible to obey them.  No Christian, however, may be forced to declare ‘Caesar is Lord’ as a recognition of Caesar’s deity and as a denial of the Lordship of Christ.  Furthermore, when governments oppress the righteous, reward evildoing, prevent justice, and subvert the ordinances of God, it may be necessary for Christians to resist them.”



(2)  Our Lord recognized this requirement to obey civil authority by two of His statements:




(a)  Mt 22:21, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God’s.”




(b)  Jn 19:11, “Jesus answered, ‘You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.’”


(3)  Paul clearly taught the principle of obedience to civil authorities.



(a)  
Tit 3:1 clearly states that we are to be obedient to civil leaders, “Remind them to obey rulers, authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for the purpose of every good production.”




(b)  Rom 13:1, “All persons must subordinate themselves to governing authorities.  For there is no authority except by God, and those, which do exist, have been delegated by God.”



(4)  Peter taught the same principle in 1 Pet 2:13-14, “Obey every human legislative creation because of the Lord, whether to the king as to the one in authority, or to governors as being sent by him for the punishment of criminals but for the praise of good citizens.”


e.  Therefore, in summary:



(1)  We are to obey all civil authority until it conflicts with the known will of God as directly stated in the word of God.



(2)  When there is a conflict between the word of God and the directives of civil authority, then we are obligated to obey God rather than men.



(3)  If the consequences of disobedience of civil authority is the abuse of civil authority against us, then we are to accept the punishment and rejoice in it, because we are being rewarded in the angelic conflict with the privilege of being very important witnesses for Christ.
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