Acts 5:12



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means (indicating the impersonal means by which the action of the verb is performed) from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “through the hands of the apostles.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to occur, happen, or take place.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous action in past time up to some unspecified point.  The action is not complete because the apostle John is still alive and the possibility of God performing a miracle through him still exists at the time Luke writes this.

The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—many signs and wonders producing the action of taking place.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun SĒMEION, meaning “miracles” with the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun TERAS, meaning “signs or wonders.”  With this we also have the nominative neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the masculine singular noun LAOS, meaning “among the people.”
“Now through the hands of the apostles many miracles and wonders were taking place among the people.”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: they were; they kept on being.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what actually took place at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that the members of the Jerusalem church produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of manner HOMOTHUMADON, which means “with one mind/purpose/impulse Acts 1:14; 2:46; 4:24; 7:57; 8:6; 12:20; 18:12; 19:29; Rom 15:6; unanimously Acts 15:25.  The weakened meaning together is probable in Acts 5:12 and elsewhere.”
  Lindell & Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon translate it “with one accord.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HAPAS, which is “the intensive form of PAS, meaning: ‘all, the whole’, and in the plural ‘all together’; and when used without a substantive in the masculine plural it means: all, everybody, everything Mt 24:39; Lk 5:26; 9:15; Acts 2:7; 4:31; 5:12,16; 16:3, 28; 27:33.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun STOA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular noun SOLOMOWN, meaning “a roofed colonnade open normally on one side, portico Jn 5:2; 10:23; Acts 3:11; 5:12.”
  The Modern English word for colonnade or portico is a porch.  The phrase is translated “in Solomon’s colonnade/portico or porch.”
“And all [the Christians] kept on being with one accord in Solomon’s portico.”
Acts 5:12 corrected translation
“Now through the hands of the apostles many miracles and wonders were taking place among the people.  And all [the Christians] kept on being with one accord in Solomon’s portico.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now through the hands of the apostles many miracles and wonders were taking place among the people.”

a.  It is impossible to understand and interpret this verse without understanding the next verse with it.  The two verses together say the following: “Now through the hands of the apostles many miracles and wonders were taking place among the people (Jewish unbelievers).  And all [the Christians] kept on being with one accord in Solomon’s portico.  But not even one of the rest (unbelievers) dared to come in close contact with them [the apostles], however, the people (Jewish unbelievers) kept on highly honoring them.”

b.  After the death of Ananias and Sapphira, many miracles and supernatural events began taking place through the hands of the apostles.  These miracles and supernatural phenomena were primarily done among the Jewish unbelievers, that is, ‘the people’, for the same reason as the healing of the lame man was done.  These miracles and supernatural phenomena validated the ministry and message of the apostles as being from the source of God.  God the Holy Spirit certified their message as true through the miracles He performed through them.  There were certainly some miracles performed among the believers, but the primary purpose was to gain a hearing for the message of the gospel.  This has consistently been God’s purpose in the performance of miracles.

c.  The phrase “the people” refers to both believers and unbelievers, but the primary emphasis is on the unbelievers.  Both believers and unbelievers recognized what was happening.  They realized the God was working miracles through the agency of the apostles.


d.  Both believers and unbelievers were being healed like the lame man, so that the testimony of the apostles about the person and work of Jesus Christ received validation from God.  The miracles validated the message of the gospel to the unbeliever and the teaching of doctrine to the new believers.

e.  The word “people” can refer to either the unbelievers of Jerusalem, the believers or Jerusalem or both.  The fact that it is used in the next verse in the phrase “the people kept on highly honoring them” can refer to both believers and unbelievers.  The word is first used by Luke in Acts 2:47, “praising God and having favor with all the people,” and refers to both believers and unbelievers.  It is used the same way in Acts 3:9, “And all the people saw him walking and praising God.”  It is used of the Jewish unbelievers of Jerusalem in Acts 3:11, “Now while he was holding Peter and John, all the utterly astonished people ran together to them on the porch which is called Solomon’s” and again in verse 12.  It is used of the unbelievers in Acts 4:1, “Now while they were speaking to the people” and in several more passages in Acts.  Therefore, the word here probably refers to both believers and unbelievers, but the emphasis is clearly on the unbeliever here.

f.  The main point to remember here is that God the Holy Spirit worked miracles and supernatural phenomena through the agency of and by the hands of the apostles in order to gain a hearing for the gospel among the unbelievers and to validate the teaching of the apostles to believers.
2.  “And all [the Christians] kept on being with one accord in Solomon’s portico.”

a.  The subject “all” is difficult, but not impossible, to determine here.


(1)  It is difficult to see it referring to “all” the unbelievers, because there is no point in the context in saying that all the unbelievers kept on being with one accord.  This idea has no logical idea with the rest of the book of Acts or this context.


(2)  It is difficult to see it referring to “all” believers, since Luke has just given us the illustration of two believers that were not of one mind with the rest of the church, and died for their disunity.  However, this is still a very possible meaning here.  The problem is that Luke’s wording is so unclear that it is difficult to be dogmatic about his meaning.  Luke is probably echoing in this context the same theme as he stated in Acts 2:43-47, “Now reverence [respect] began to come upon every soul; and many wonders and miracles were taking place through the apostles.  Furthermore, all the believers were together and had everything in common.  In fact they began selling their possessions and belongings and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.  And continuing daily in the temple with one mind [purpose], and breaking bread in every home, they were taking food together with joy and simplicity of heart [humility], praising God and having favor with all the people.  Furthermore the Lord was adding those being saved to them day by day.”  These themes are all echoed here in our context.


(3)  The idea of a group of people being of one mind, that is, of unity of thinking, has already been mentioned by Luke in Acts 1:13-14, “Now when they had entered [Jerusalem], they went up to the upper story room where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James [the son] of Alphaeus, and Simon the Patriot, and Judas [the son] of James.  All these were continually devoted with one mind to prayer, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers” and in Acts 2:43-47 (see above).  What we have here is a continuation of the same thought introduced by Luke previously.



(4)  Therefore, the group that continues to be of one accord or one mind or united in thinking is definitely the group of apostles, but based on the previous statements by Luke most likely includes the entire Christian community.

b.  The phrase “in Solomon’s porch” takes us back to the previous reference in Acts 3:11, “Now while he was holding Peter and John, all the utterly astonished people ran together to them on the porch which is called Solomon’s.”  This is where Peter and John were teaching the Jewish unbelievers that had gathered after the healing of the lame man.



(1)  Solomon’s porch was the place the temple authorities told Peter and John not to come to and proclaim the name of Jesus again or teach anything about His resurrection.


(2)  This passage tells us that the apostles kept right on coming back to the same place where they had been arrested before, and kept teaching about Jesus where they had been forbidden to do so.


c.  The point here is that under the influence of the Holy Spirit, the entire Christian community were united in body, mind, and spirit to do the work assigned to them by the Lord Jesus Christ in the very place where Satan most wanted it not to happen.  This is one of the indications that the Church Age is truly the intensified stage of the angelic conflict.  They were not only together physically at this place on the temple grounds, but more significantly they were together in soul and spirit.

d.  We see in this statement by Luke the answer to the apostle’s prayer of Acts 4:29-30, “And now, Lord, look at their threats, and allow Your servants to continue to speak Your word with all confidence, by You stretching out Your hand to heal, and so miracles and wonders take place through the person of Your holy servant, Jesus.”
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