Acts 5:11



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to happen, occur, take place; to arise, come about, or develop” (BDAG, p. 197).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle functions like an active voice, the subject (great fear/respect) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great fear/respect.”  PHOBOS means both fear and respect.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS (BDAG, p. 704) and the article and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “over the whole/entire church.”  It is used of a congregation or church as the totality of Christians living and meeting in a particular locality or larger geographical area, but not necessarily limited to one meeting place: Acts 5:11; 8:3; 9:31; 11:26; 12:1, 5; 15:3; 18:22; 20:17; 1 Cor 4:17; Phil 4:15; 1 Tim 5:16.”
 

“And great fear [respect] came over the whole church,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition EPI meaning “over” plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the articular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: all those hearing or all those who heard.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun and is translated “all those who.”


The present tense is a historical/durative present for a past action that continued for a period of time as the incident was related to others.

The active voice indicates that other believers produced the action of hearing about what happened to Ananias and Sapphira.


The participle is substantivized by the article and could literally be translated “over all the hearers.”  However, because the accusative direct object of the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things,” which follows the participle, the participle must be translated emphasizing its verbal aspect.
“and over all who heard these things.”
Acts 5:11 corrected translation
“And great fear [respect] came over the whole church, and over all who heard these things.”
Explanation:
1.  “And great fear [respect] came over the whole church,”

a.  The result of the entire incident of Ananias and Sapphira was twofold within the church community:


(1)  Those who were positive to doctrine and growing spiritually had great respect for God.



(2)  Those who were negative to doctrine and moving into Christian degeneracy had great fear of God.


b.  Everyone in the church was effected in one way or the other.

c.  Believers who love the Lord and are growing in the spiritual life have no fear of God or His will or His plan, as stated by Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”  Consider also 1 Jn 4:18, “Fear [anxiety in the day of judgment] does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.  But fully-developed [mature] unconditional love drives out this apprehension, because fear has to do with punishment, and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”

d.  But for those believers in rebellion against God there is and should be great fear of God as stated in: Heb 10:26-31, “For if we keep on sinning deliberately after having received the full-knowledge of the truth, a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made], but a certain fearful expectation of judgment and fire, zealous to consume in the future the adversaries.  Anyone having ignored the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the basis of two or three witnesses.  How much severer punishment, do you think, he will deserve, who has trampled under foot [treated with distain] the Son of God and regards the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified as ordinary, and especially having insulted the Spirit of grace?  For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’  And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’  To fall into the hands of the living God [is] a terrible thing.”  This passage is a warning to the unbeliever [note the word ‘fire’], but is applicable and instructive for the spiritual life of the believer.


e.  This is the first use of the word EKKLĒSIA referring to a body of believers as a local church in Acts.

2.  “and over all who heard these things.”

a.  The story of Ananias and Sapphira spread from the believers in Jerusalem to others believers throughout Judea and beyond as the story was told and retold.

b.  The story had the same effect on other groups of believers as the story was told—a sense of awe and respect for God was produced in their souls.

c.  The word “all” here refers to believers.  Unbelievers have no fear of God from hearing such a story.  They consider these kinds of incidents ‘coincidence, myths, old wives tales,’ etc.  As our Lord said, “You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures nor the power of God,” Mt 22:29.


d.  John B. Polhill gives an excellent summary of this passage in his commentary on pages 160-162.

“There have been numerous approaches to dealing with the severity of this passage.  When all is said and done, there is no ‘comfortable’ solution to the passage.  It is a unique story.  There is nothing like it elsewhere in Acts, or for that matter in the New Testament.  But nowhere in the story are Ananias and Sapphira condemned to eternal perdition.  Their death did not necessarily involve their loss of salvation.  Still, the judgment that befell Ananias and Sapphira was severe, and one is all too aware that today’s churches would be much emptier if such standards were consis​tently applied.  It is part and parcel of Luke’s ideal portrait of the early church in Acts.  None of the standards fit the church of our experience​ ‘one in heart and mind,’ no one ‘claimed that any of his possessions was his own’.  Luke depicted it as a unique period, the new people of God in Christ, filled with the Spirit, growing by leaps and bounds.  There was no room for distrust, for duplicity, for any breach in fellowship.  The same Spirit that gave the community its growth also maintained its purity.  This seems to have been Luke’s point, for the Ananias and Sapphira story is bracketed by an emphasis on the unity of the commu​nity and the power of the Spirit in its midst.  One must not pass the story off, however, as a unique phenomenon of the primitive church or an adjunct to Luke’s ideal portrait of the church. If the incident makes us uncomfortable, it should.  For one, it deals with money.  Luke, who as a physician probably had known personally the pit​falls of wealth, of all the Gospel writers gave the strongest treatment of money’s dangers.  Ultimately the temptations of money ensnared Judas, the rich young man (Lk 18:18-23), and the rich fool (Lk 12:15-21).  The same quest for material security trapped Ana​nias and Sapphira.  Not only was it their undoing, but it also threatened the church.  Then, and now, the mark of any Christian fellowship is the relationship of its members to material matters.  That is where its real heart and mind are revealed.  This story reminds us of a further truth.  The church, when it is the church, is a holy community, the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3: 16f.).  Disunity, duplicity, and hypocrisy always ‘belie’ the Spirit and hinder his work.  If the church is to have genuine spiritual power in its life and witness, it must be an environment of the Spirit, devoted to maintaining its sanctity and purity.”

e.  Thus ends the story of Ananias and Sapphira.  We now move on in the history of the church to the second arrest of the apostles, Acts 5:12-42.
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