Acts 4:33
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 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “with great power.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb APODIDWMI, which means “to give out; to give” (BDAG, p. 109).

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what continued in the past.


The active voice indicates that the apostles were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun MARTURION, which means “testimony.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “the apostles.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ANASTASIS, meaning “to the resurrection.”  With this we have the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS and the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”

“And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “great grace.”  The adjective MEGAS is used here as it is sometimes found elsewhere in Greek literature meaning “unusually great” or “extraordinary grace” (see BDAG, p. 624, meanings #4-5).  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a static/descriptive imperfect, which describes the past state or condition that continued for an indefinite period of time.


The active voice indicates that great or unusual or extraordinary grace produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “upon all them” or “on them all.”
“and great grace was on them all.”
Acts 4:33 corrected translation
“And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all.”
Explanation:
1.  “And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,”

a.  Luke adds another important fact regarding the characteristics of the first Christian community of believers—the apostles did exactly what the Lord Jesus predicted and in effect commanded them to do in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  Furthermore you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, even to the end [remotest part] of the earth.’”

b.  The apostles kept on testifying to the resurrection of the humanity of Christ from the dead.  They did not heed the threats of the Sanhedrin.  They paid no attention to the leadership of Israel.  They did what God had asked and told them to do—testify to others about His resurrection.


c.  The great power by which they gave this testimony came from the power of the filling/influence of God the Holy Spirit in their souls and the power/influence of the Word of God in their souls.  The power of truth and the power of God combine to empower the apostles to do what the Lord wanted without fear of reprisal.

d.  The great message of the Church is the message of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  As with all missionaries, so with all witnesses for Christ—the message is the message of the resurrection from the dead and eternal life for anyone who wants it.


e.  The power of the message of the gospel is the truthfulness of the resurrection of Jesus.  This is the testimony that Satan cannot refute.  This is the testimony that gets and holds peoples’ attention.  This is the testimony that makes people want to believe in the work of Christ on the Cross being judged for our sins.


f.  The expression “the Lord Jesus” is used of the risen Lord in Acts 1:21; 4:33; 8:16.  It emphasizes the fact that Jesus was God and that His humanity is what was raised from the dead.

g.  The apostles kept on doing exactly what Satan tried to prevent through the threats of the Sanhedrin.  The apostles kept on proclaiming the one doctrine the Sadducees hated—resurrection.


h.  God’s plan and message kept on moving forward in spite of the leadership of Israel.


i.  And the most important principle here is the fact that the apostles did exactly what God wanted.  The result of this obedience in now given in the next statement.
2.  “and great grace was on them all.”

a.  When we do what God wants, great, unusual, surprising grace is poured out on us.

b.  The phrase “them all” clearly refers specifically to the apostles, but there is no reason not to think that the grace of God also extended to all the Christians in and around Jerusalem.

c.  This grace was beyond the normal everyday logistical grace that we receive from God.


d.  This grace was great.  It was unusual.  It was surprisingly gracious.  Things went unexpectedly well in every venture and endeavor that these believers attempted.  God made all the right things happen for these believers.  Everything they did was highly successful and worked out just right.


e.  The Lord was truly working all things together for good for them.


f.  When James said “moreover He gives a greater grace” (Jam 4:6), he knew what he was talking about, because he had seen it and experienced it.


g.  Grace is all that God is free to do for us without compromise of His perfect integrity.  There is nothing He will not do for those who love Him.  And our love for Him is demonstrated by our obedience to Him.  Do you want “great grace”?  Obey God.
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