Acts 4:31



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And then” followed by the genitive masculine plural aorist deponent passive participle from the verb DEOMAI, which means “to ask in prayer; to pray.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completion of an entire past action.


The deponent passive voice is active in meaning—the apostles and other assembled believers having produced the action.


The participle functions as a finite verb as part of the genitive absolute construction.  This is also a temporal participle, indicating the time when the action occurred.  It is translated by the word “when.”

With this we have the genitive subject of the participle from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the apostles and other believers.  This pronoun in the genitive functions as the subject of the participle in the genitive absolute construction.

“And then when they had finished praying,”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb SALEUW, which means “to be shaken” (BDAG, p. 911).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the place where the apostles and others were gathered together received the action of being shaken.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS, meaning “the place.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which” or “where.”  Then we have a pluperfect periphrastic construction, which uses two verb forms to complete one verbal idea.  First we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: they were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes an action that had continued in the past.


The active voice indicates that the apostles and others produced the continuing state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With EIMI we have the nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to be gathered together or assembled.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action of assembling together.


The passive voice indicates that these believers received the action of being gathered together.


The participle is circumstantial.
“the place was shaken where they had gathered together,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PIMPLĒMI, which means “to be filled.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the apostles and others produced the continuing state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HAPAS, meaning “everybody, all” (BDAG, p. 98).  This is followed by the genitive of content
 (of what they are being filled with) from the neuter singular article, adjective HAGIOS, and noun PNEUMA, meaning “with the Holy Spirit.”

“and everybody was filled with the Holy Spirit”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The imperfect tense is durative (not an inceptive) imperfect in the case of Peter and John, which describes the continuation of an action that began in the past.  Peter and John had already been speaking boldly in the presence of the Sanhedrin.  It is an inceptive imperfect for everyone else in the room, that is, entrance into or the beginning of a past action.  It is translated “they began to speak.”


The active voice indicates that everyone present began to produce the action of speaking the Word of God.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word, message, teaching, etc.”  With this we have the possessive or descriptive genitive (the genitive identifies to whom this word belongs) from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The “word of God” refers here to the specifically to the message of the gospel.  Finally, we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (BDAG, p. 637) from the feminine singular noun PARRĒSIA, which means “with courage, confidence, boldness, or fearlessness.”
“and began to speak the word of God with confidence.”

Acts 4:31 corrected translation
“And then when they had finished praying, the place was shaken where they had gathered together, and everybody was filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with confidence.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then when they had finished praying,”

a.  Luke continues his narrative by telling us what happened at the immediate conclusion of the believer’s song of praise and prayer to God.  God immediately answered the prayer with a spiritual and physical demonstration of His power.

b.  Notice that the prayer was done in an orderly manner and no one interrupted the prayer.

c.  This was a group prayer, which was led by the apostles, who were in fellowship with God when they made the prayer.  We know they were in fellowship with God when they made the prayer, because God immediately answered their prayer request.  Had they been out of fellowship with God there would have been no answer to this prayer.

2.  “the place was shaken where they had gathered together,”

a.  God answered their prayer request in two ways—a physical manifestation of His power and a spiritual manifestation of His power.  Luke first tells us about the physical manifestation of God’s power.

b.  God created a miniature and very localized earthquake.  The house in which they were gathered was shaken.  Luke gives no indication that this earthquake was widespread or involved other homes or buildings in the area.

c.  This was God’s private answer to these believers that He heard their prayer and approved of their request.  Remember that the next time you feel an earthquake; it just might be God’s approval of a group of believers’ prayer.

d.  God shakes the place to indicate He has the power to keep the Sanhedrin under control.


e.  God shakes the place to indicate He is in control of the events of human history.


f.  God shakes the place to indicate that these believers will shake the world with the gospel message.


g.  Notice that this earthquake did not frighten these believers or cause them concern.  They recognized it as God’s answer to and approval of what they wanted.  They probably all started laughing at God’s sense of humor in answering them in this manner.

h.  God was certainly happy with their prayer request and there is no reason to think these believers were anything but happy with God’s physical answer to their prayer.

3.  “and everybody was filled with the Holy Spirit”

a.  This is a truly difficult statement to interpret, not because of what it says, but because of what it means.  Everybody in the room where the apostles and others had gathered are now said to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  However, Acts 4:8, tells us that Peter was already filled with the Spirit when He spoke to the Sanhedrin, “Then Peter, being filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them.”  So is this another filling on top of that previous filling, so that there is a double filling of the Spirit?  No, definitely not.

b.  What this is saying is that everyone who was there in the place where this prayer was made was in a state of fellowship with God prior to the prayer and after the prayer was finished.

c.  Luke is simply stating the fact that all these believers were under the influence of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  Luke is saying “this is true” and “this is true” and “this is true.”  The place was shaken, everybody was filled with the Spirit, and everyone began to speak the Word of God [proclaim the gospel] with confidence.


e.  The importance of this statement is that prayer requests should not be made to God unless we are under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  And the answer to prayer requests usually comes when we are under the influence of the Spirit.  Our prayer life is directly related to the influence of God the Holy Spirit in our lives.

f.  The filling of the Spirit that occurred here was the spiritual manifestation of the power of God.


g.  God would take care of the physical control of human history and God would take care of the spiritual control of these believers.  God has everything under control both physically and spiritually.  These believers have nothing to fear from the threats of the Sanhedrin.

4.  “and began to speak the word of God with confidence [courage, boldness, fearlessness].”

a.  The result of God’s physical and spiritual control of what is going on and will continue to take place in Jerusalem is that these believers will now begin to proclaim the message of the gospel with complete courage, confidence, boldness, and fearlessness.

b.  Satan through his agents, the Sanhedrin, wants fear to control the thinking of these believers.  God through his agent, the Holy Spirit, wants confidence, courage, and fearlessness to control the soul of these believers.


c.  God wins the battle of the soul through the power and influence of God the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.

d.  The Sanhedrin tried to create fear in the souls of these believers.  The Lord Jesus Christ counters with the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


e.  The word of God refers here specifically to the message about Jesus.  The Sanhedrin threatened Peter and John to never again speak about Jesus to anyone at anytime in any way.


f.  God the Holy Spirit empowers everybody (which means more than just the apostles) to begin speaking the message of gospel contrary to the desires of the Sanhedrin.  God produced the exact opposite result of what Satan wanted to have happen.

g.  This confidence and courage was not short lived by the apostles and others.  They kept right on having this confidence and speaking with fearlessness about the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Verse 33 tells us “And with great power the apostles kept on giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.”


h.  The spiritual power of the influence and teaching of the Holy Spirit became the spiritual courage and confidence to execute the will of God in the face of satanically inspired threats.  Nothing Satan could do was going to stop the spread of the gospel.
� Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 94.
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