Acts 3:1



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and transitioning to a new topic in Luke’s dissertation.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper nouns PETROS, meaning “Peter” and IWANNĒS, meaning “John” connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go up; to ascend.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action in the process of occurring.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun HIEROS, meaning “to the temple” and referring to the temple in Jerusalem.

“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular article and noun HWRA, meaning “at the hour.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “of prayer.”  This is followed by the accusative of extent of time from the feminine singular article and ordinal adjective ENATOS, meaning “the ninth” and referring to the ninth hour of the day—3 p.m.
“at the hour of prayer, the ninth [hour].”
Acts 3:1 corrected translation
“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth [hour].”
Explanation:
1.  “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple”

a.  Luke now transitions to a new topic.  In Acts 2:43 Luke mentioned the fact that “many wonders and miracles were taking place through the apostles.”  He is now going to illustrate that statement by showing us an example of one of those miracles.

b.  First, Luke sets the situation in which the miracle took place.  He gives us the people involved, the location of the miracle, and time.

c.  The people involved were two of the Lord’s inner circle of disciples, Peter and John, who would later become the leaders of the Jerusalem church along with James, the Lord’s half-brother according to Gal 2:9, “and having acknowledged the grace which had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, the ones who are recognized to be pillars, gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, in order that we [might go] to the Gentiles but they to the circumcision.”


d.  Peter and John were doing what the disciples had regularly done with Jesus, whenever they were in Jerusalem—they observed the normal daily worship rituals of the temple by going to the temple at the times of prayer.  As Luke mentions in Lk 24:53 after the resurrection of the Lord, “they were continually in the temple praising God.”


e.  Steps had to be ascended in order to “go up” to the inner court where the burnt offering was performed.  It is the little details like this that prove that Luke knew exactly what he was talking about as he wrote his history.
2.  “at the hour of prayer, the ninth [hour].”

a.  Luke gives us the approximate time of day when this occurred to show that us that the disciples were going up to the temple for the legitimate function of prayer.

b.  “Accordingly, ‘the third hour’ was approximately 9:00 a.m. (Mk 15:25), ‘the sixth hour’ about noon (Mk 15:33), ‘the ninth hour’ about 3:00 p.m. (Mk 15:33f).  There were three hours of prayer (Ps 55:17; Dan 6:10), which could be designated more exactly by this sundial measurement: at morning sacrifice about 9:00 a.m. (Acts 2:15), at thanksgiving for the day’s largest meal about noon (Mt 15:36; Acts 27:35), and at afternoon sacrifice about 3:00 p.m. (Acts 3:1; 10:30).”


c.  The ninth hour of the day was the time of the burnt offering and the time of our Lord’s physical death on the Cross.  It was a time for these disciples to go to the Jewish crowds and deliver the message of the gospel, relating the burnt offering to the offering of the Lord Himself on the Cross as the sin offering—the sacrifice for sin.


d.  Peter and John were not going to the temple to observe the ritual sacrifice, but to present the gospel of the Lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the world.
  And since no testimony could be confirmed by less than two people, the two friends went together to testify about the person and work of Christ.
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