Acts 28:28



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the predicative nominative from the neuter singular adjective GNWSTOS, meaning “known.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: let it be.”


The present tense is an aoristic and customary present for a present fact that is reasonably expected to happen and exist.


The active voice indicates that what Paul is about to say will produce the action of being known to these Jews.


The imperative mood is a command.  The third person imperative can be translated “let it be” or “it must be.”  In either case, the idea is that this absolutely must happen or be the case.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to these negative Jews.

“Therefore let it be known to you”

 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and explaining what it is that must be known to these Jews.  Then we have the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “to the Gentiles.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to be sent.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completion of an entire past action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”


The passive voice indicates that the message of the gospel has received the action of being sent to the Gentiles.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS with the article and noun SWTĒRIOS, meaning “this salvation, saving, delivering, preserving, bringing salvation Tit 2:11; Lk 3:6; Acts 28:28; Eph 6:17; Lk 2:30.”
  This is followed by the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”


“that this salvation from God has been sent to the Gentiles;”

 is the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they” and referring to the Gentiles.  Then we have the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed, certainly, really, in fact, etc.”  Finally, we have the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear, to listen to with the implication of heeding what they listen to, that is, obeying what they hear: they will listen.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.


The middle voice in a dynamic or indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the Gentiles in producing the action of hearing and believing the message of the gospel.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“they will indeed listen.’”

Acts 28:28 corrected translation
“Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation from God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will indeed listen.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation from God has been sent to the Gentiles;”

a.  Paul states a conclusion based upon the stiff-necked, hard-headed, hardness of heart negative volition of these Jewish unbelievers.


b.  They need to know something that they are not aware of or haven’t considered.


c.  God doesn’t need them.  God wants them very badly to believe in Christ, but He doesn’t need them to believe in Christ.  God wants all of us to believe in Christ, but He doesn’t need any of us to do so.  Salvation is a gift of God, and not everyone accepts the gift.


d.  What the Jews need to know is that the offer of eternal salvation, which comes from the source of God, has been sent to the Gentiles.  The arrogant Jewish unbelievers thought that God would never extend salvation to the Gentiles, but they were (spiritually) dead wrong.


e.  God’s salvation is available to all, both Jews and Gentiles.  This is a shock to the arrogant exclusive Jew, who thinks that God is only going to save His “chosen people.”  What they do not understand is that anyone who believes in Christ is God’s chosen people.

2.  “they will indeed listen.’”

a.  Paul takes one ‘parting shot’ at the antagonistic negative Jews.  (You cannot reject the love of God, which is offered in eternal salvation, without being antagonistic to the love of God.)


b.  Paul was authorized by God the Holy Spirit to say this to the Jews, and it was something they didn’t want to hear, and something that would irritate them for the rest of their lives and for the entire Church Age.


c.  The Gentiles will not only listen to but will obey the message of the gospel and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  What the Jews will not do for God, the Gentiles will do.  And because of this obedience to God, the Gentiles will have the eternal life that the negative Jews keep on seeking but will never attain.


d.  And what Paul had recently wrote to the Roman church was probably on his mind at this point.



(1)  “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  That the Gentiles, who did not strive for righteousness, have attained righteousness, that is, the righteousness which [is] from the source of faith, but Israel, who ran after the Law with [human self-] righteousness, has not achieved the purpose of the Law.  Why?  Because [they did] not [pursue] by means of faith, but as if it could be done by means of works.  They have stumbled over that rock of stumbling.  Just as it stands written, ‘Behold I lay in Zion a Stone of stumbling, even a Rock which causes offense, nevertheless, he who believes on Him will not be disappointed.’”  Rom 9:30-33.



(2)  “Therefore I say, Israel [the unbelieving Jews] has definitely understood [the gospel], haven’t they?  The first one, Moses, says, ‘I will make you jealous because of a no-nation; I will make you angry over a nation without understanding.’  Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says, ‘I [Jesus Christ] was found by those [Gentiles] who were not looking for Me, I became known to those who did not ask about Me.’  Moreover with reference to Israel He says, ‘I have extended My hands [gospel invitation] the entire day [the age of Israel] to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”  Rom 10:19-21.



(3)  “What, then, are we to conclude?  What Israel is constantly seeking [salvation], this it did not obtain, but the elect [Jewish believers] have obtained it, however the rest [Jewish unbelievers] were hardened.  Just as it stands written, ‘God has given to them a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.’  Also David says, ‘May their table [spiritual heritage of Israel] be a snare and a trap and a stumbling block and so a retribution to them.’  ‘Let their eyes be darkened for the purpose of not seeing, and constantly cause their backs to bend.’  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they?  Definitely not!  But because of their transgression [refusal to believe in Christ] the salvation [message] belongs to the Gentiles, in order that they might be provoked to envy.”  Rom 11:7-11.



(4)  “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  Rom 11:25.


e.  Our Lord gave the same ‘parting shot’ to the Jews of His generation, “Many will come from east and west and will eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth,” Mt 8:11–12.


f.  “This text has often and rightly been compared to Acts 13:46 and 18:6, where the same subject of Jewish rejection and Gentiles reception of the gospel is broached.  In neither of the two previous texts was this pronouncement meant to be seen as a final, fateful turning away from sharing the gospel with Jews and a turning to Gentiles only.  It rather stated the next step which would be followed when the Jews by and large rejected the gospel in a particular place.  The mission would focus on evangelizing the Gentiles.  …It was overwhelmingly Gentiles who would henceforth respond positively to the gospel.  The great tragedy was that the majority of Jews continued to respond negatively to and even reject the message about Jesus and the kingdom.  Luke does not compound this tragedy by suggesting at the end of his work that God had rejected them as well, or that the gospel should no longer be offered to all.”


g.  “Paul was never able to remain in a single synagogue but always was forced to leave.  The Jewish delegation in Rome was representative of official Judaism.  In Rome as in Jerusalem and the Diaspora synagogues, this official Judaism refused the gospel message.  There is no reason to believe that the same pattern of a continued witness to Jews would not go on after this scene.  The passage is thus not so much about Jewish exclusion as it is about Gentile inclusion in God’s people.  Acts is primarily the story of the inclusive gospel: God’s salvation has been sent to all.”
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