Acts 28:24



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the coordinating use of the masculine plural article and particle MEN, used in coordination with the masculine plural article and conjunction DE in the next clause.  This construction HOI MEN…HOI DE means “some…but others.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means “to be persuaded.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what took place at that time.


The passive voice indicates that some of the Jews received the action of being persuaded by what Paul said.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the instrumental of means from the neuter singular articular present passive participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to be said.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “by the things which” or “by what.”


The present tense is a descriptive/historical present, describing the continuing action at that time.


The passive voice indicates that what Paul said received the action of being spoken or said.


The participle is an instrumental participle, indicating the means by which the action of the main verb is accomplished.  It is translated by the word “by.”

“And some were persuaded by what was said,”

 is the coordinating use of the masculine plural article and conjunction DE, meaning “but others.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb APISTEW, which means “to disbelieve; refuse to believe.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive and durative imperfect, which describes a continuing action in the past.


The active voice indicates that others of the Jews in Rome produced the action of not believing that Jesus was the Messiah.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“but others kept on refusing to believe.”

Acts 28:24 corrected translation
“And some were persuaded by what was said, but others kept on refusing to believe.”
Explanation:
1.  “And some were persuaded by what was said,”

a.  Some of the leading men among the Jews of Rome were persuaded by all that Paul said.  The implication here is that they believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They accepted Him as the Messiah.  They recognized that what He did for them on the Cross was absolutely essential for them to be saved.  They became Christians.


b.  There will always be those who hear the message of the gospel and believe.


c.  The simple logic of man’s sinfulness and need for a savior is so apparent to some people that they believe in Christ without hardly any explanation at all.  Other people take time to hear everything and think about it before believing.  One is not better than the other.  God the Holy Spirit works His ministry of common grace to both types of believers to the greater glory of God.


d.  When we witness to others we should expect that someone will believe; for as Isa 55:11 says, “So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”


e.  Acts 23:11 (“You must bear witness also in Rome.”) has now been fulfilled.


f.  Imagine how the message of Paul must have spread among the families and friends of those who believed.  And then imagine how these people must have streamed into the local church(es) of Rome.
  However, the Jewish synagogues were not emptied by people leaving for the Christian churches.  A majority of the Jews followed the pattern laid out in Acts and refused to believe.  This is the constant theme throughout Acts.

2.  “but others kept on refusing to believe.”

a.  Other leading men among the Jews of Rome were not persuaded by what Paul said, and therefore, refused to believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, and the Messiah of Israel.


b.  There will always be those who hear the message of the gospel and do not believe.  Just as Paul could not save everyone, so neither can we.


c.  Therefore, we should not become discouraged in the face of negative volition to the gospel message.  Even though God is not willing that any should perish, some people just keep on refusing to believe the offer of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.  And there is nothing God or anyone else can do about it.  This is the ultimate proof that creatures have free will.


d.  Luke’s use of the durative imperfect tense here (they kept on refusing), indicating that this continued without end, that is, they never did believe.


e.  In spite of the disbelief of these Jews, Paul would keep on thinking, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the purpose of salvation for all those who believe, not only to the Jew first but also to the Gentile,” Rom 1:16.


f.  “The picture of a divided synagogue is a constant of Acts—some believing, others resisting and violently opposing Paul.  It is likely that the same pattern is to be seen here.  Some individual Jews believed, but ‘the Jews’ as a whole, ‘the synagogue’ in an official sense, did not accept Paul’s witness to Christ.  This had been the tragic story of the Jews in every community in which Paul had preached.”


g.  Some of the main thoughts of Paul’s message to these Jews are probably found in Romans 10:

Rom 10:1, “Brethren, the desire of my heart and my prayer to the God on behalf of them [Israel] [is] for their salvation.”

Rom 10:2, “For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not as a result of knowledge.”

Rom 10:3, “For disregarding God’s righteousness, and by seeking to establish their own righteousness, they have not been obedient to the righteousness of God.”

Rom 10:4, “Because Christ is the termination of the Law resulting in righteousness to each one because he believes.”

Rom 10:5, “For example, Moses wrote about the righteousness which is by means of the Law, ‘The man who keeps them [My statutes and My judgments] must continue to live by them.’”

Rom 10:6, “But the righteousness by means of faith declares as follows: ‘Do not think in your heart, “Who shall ascend into heaven?”’ This means that Christ must descend [from heaven].”

Rom 10:7, “Or, ‘Who shall descend into the Abyss [Hades]?’  This means that Christ must rise up from the dead.”

Rom 10:8, “But what does it say, ‘The message [salvation through faith in Christ] is near you in your mouth and in your heart.’  That is, the message of faith which we proclaim.”

Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Rom 10:10, “For with the heart, it is believed resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth, it is acknowledged resulting in salvation.”

Rom 10:11, “Therefore the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes on Him shall not be disappointed.’”

Rom 10:12, “For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because the same one [is] Lord of all, being generous to all those who call upon Him.”

Rom 10:13, “For ‘whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”

Rom 10:14, “But how shall they call on [the Lord Jesus Christ] in Whom they have not believed? Furthermore, how shall they believe in Whom they have not heard?  Furthermore, how shall they hear without a public herald [missionary, evangelist]?”

Rom 10:15, “Furthermore, how shall they proclaim the gospel unless they have been sent out?  Just as it stands written, ‘How timely are the feet of those who proclaim good news about intrinsic good things.’”

Rom 10:16, “But not all have obeyed our gospel.  For example Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’”

Rom 10:17, “Consequently, that faith [comes] because of the message.  Moreover, that message [comes] by means of a proclamation about Christ.”

Rom 10:18, “Therefore I say, they [the unbelieving Jews] have definitely heard [the gospel], haven’t they?  Certainly [they have], ‘Their voice [the silent testimony of the material universe] has gone out to the entire earth, and their words [the testimony of the existence of God] to the ends of the inhabited earth.’”
Rom 10:19, “Therefore I say, Israel [the unbelieving Jews] has definitely understood [the gospel], haven’t they?  The first one, Moses, says, ‘I will make you jealous because of a no-nation; I will make you angry over a nation without understanding.’”

Rom 10:20, “Then Isaiah is particularly bold and says, ‘I [Jesus Christ] was found by those [Gentiles] who were not looking for Me, I became known [common grace] to those [Gentiles] who did not ask about Me.’”

Rom 10:21, “Moreover with reference to Israel He [Jesus Christ] says, ‘I have extended My hands [gospel invitation] the entire day [dispensation of Israel] to a disobedient and obstinate people.’”
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