Acts 27:26



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun NĒSOS and the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “into or on a certain island.”

“But on a certain island”

 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary” or “one must.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which emphasizes the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that running aground on a certain island produces the action of being necessary.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the accusative-infinitive construction, in which we have the accusative ‘subject’ of the infinitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”  With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EKPIPTW, which means “to run aground.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the ship and crew must produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is always used after certain verbs such as DEI.
“we must run aground.’”

Acts 27:26 corrected translation
“But we must run aground on a certain island.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But we must run aground on a certain island.’”

a.  Paul concludes his speech by adding a contrast to the fact they would all be delivered.


b.  The people on the ship would all be delivered, but the ship itself would not be delivered.  It would run aground on some island not revealed to Paul.


c.  Once the ship was run aground the surf would pound it to pieces.  The ship-owner, captain, and crew of the ship was being prepared for what must inevitably take place—they would lose the ship and its cargo of wheat, but no life would be lost.


d.  The angel does not tell Paul what island the ship would finally arrive at.  We know from the description Luke gives us later (28:1) that it was the island of Malta, just south of the island of Sicily.  Had the ship missed either of these islands the next place due west was the coast of Africa near Carthage in Tunisia.

2.  Why did the ship have to run aground and lose its cargo?  Why couldn’t God simply have stopped or eased the storm?


a.  The ship and its cargo represent the things of this world, which have nothing to do with our eternal salvation.


b.  The literal picture being painted by Luke is one of physical deliverance in the disaster of living this life.


c.  The spiritual picture being painted by Luke is one of spiritual deliverance, which comes totally from the grace of God and apart from the things of this world.


d.  God had to take away everything from these men except their lives, so they would see the importance of their lives as God sees them.  We think we need the things of this world, when in fact what we need most is our faith in God and His word.  Paul had plenty of time in the next few days before the final shipwreck to make the gospel clear to every person on board that ship.  And I am convinced that Paul didn’t sit around doing nothing with this kind of opportunity.

� BDAG, p. 671.
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