Acts 26:8



 is the interrogative adverb TIS, meaning “Why,” followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective APISTOS, which means “unbelievable, incredible.”
  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge, think, consider, look upon Acts 13:46; why do you think it is incredible? Acts 26:8.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that the situation of not believing in resurrection receives the action of not being considered possible.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the dative/locative/instrumental from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning:
1.  “among you” as a locative of place;

2.  “in your sight/judgment/opinion” as a marker of one whose viewpoint is relevant;

3.  “by you” as an instrumental of agency, which is rarely used to indicate the subject producing the action of a verb in the middle or passive voice.  This makes the most sense here.
There is no word “people” here.  It is certainly not necessary.
“Why is it considered incredible by you”
 is the conditional particle EI, which usually means “if,” but it is also used as a “marker of an indirect question as content, meaning that as in Acts 26:23.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “the dead.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes this situation as a fact.

The active voice indicates that God produces the action of raising the dead.



The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
“that God raises the dead?”
Acts 26:8 corrected translation
“Why is it considered incredible by you that God raises the dead?”
Explanation:
1.  “Why is it considered incredible by you”

a.  Paul continues by asking a rhetorical question, which is designed to focus his audience’s attention on the real issue before them—the resurrection of the dead.

b.  Paul asks his entire audience,
 and not just Herod Agrippa II, why they think that it is unbelievable or incredible that God raises people back to life?


(1)  The audience is almost certainly all Gentiles, and pagan Gentiles at that.  There was no need for Jews to be present, unless some may have been included in the prominent men of the city who were in attendance.  Festus, his five tribunes, his legal advisors, and military staff were all Gentiles.  Most, if not all the prominent men of the city, were Gentiles.


(2)  “Paul wisely uses a question and thereby throws the burden of answering wholly upon his hearers.  That question undoubtedly struck home.  It was simplicity itself and could not easily be thrown off.  It staggered the pagan mind with a thought it had never seriously entertained.  Agrippa was a Jew and as such believed in the resurrection, and before, these pagans Paul was bringing out this faith as one that was shared by the Jewish king.  This question was thus an impenetrable shield that was suddenly raised by Paul in order to cover also the king before these pagans.  Incredible—no, this king believes nothing incredible by holding to Israel’s supreme hope.”


c.  Herod Agrippa was a Jew who probably believed in resurrection, since the vast majority of Jews believed in resurrection.  (It was only the families of the ruling Sadducees who rejected the concept of resurrection.)  Therefore, Paul’s remarks were not directed at him, but at the crowd.  The plural word “you” indicates Paul was not addressing Agrippa.  Therefore, Paul probably turned from Agrippa to face the crowd and ask this rhetorical question.  There may even have been a few Gentiles in the crowd smirking or laughing at Paul, when he referred to the confident expectation of Israel.  In reply to their muted laughter, Paul may have directed this question.
2.  “that God raises the dead?”

a.  Why is it incredible that God raises the dead?  It is, in fact, not incredible at all.



(1)  God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, which includes those who have died and live again as stated by our Lord to the Sadducees in Mt 22:31-32, “But regarding the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God: ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?  He is not the God of the dead but of the living.”


(2)  Paul wrote this just a few months before standing before Herod Agrippa II, Rom 14:9, “For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.”

b.  If God is the creator of life, and He is, then certainly He can create life and give it to a person as many times as He wishes.  He can do so as many times as He desires in resuscitation, but He does it only once in resurrection; for resurrection life is incapable to dying again.

c.  Therefore, God can give life at birth, and then again in resuscitation, and then again in a resurrection body, which God did in the case of Lazarus and several other examples in Scripture, such as Eutychus in Acts 20:10.

d.  But once God gives permit eternal life to the resurrection body, death is swallowed up in our Lord’s victory over death.


e.  God is the God of the living, not the dead; for the dead in Christ shall rise first, 1 Thes 4:13-17, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.  For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel, that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


f.  So why did the pagans consider it unbelievable that God should raise someone to life from the dead?  They thought it incredible because none of their ‘gods’ had ever been able to accomplish that feat.  Not even Satan has the power to create or restore life; he cannot even counterfeit it.  (Rev 13:3 refers to the revival of the Roman Empire and not to the restoration of physical life to the man of sin or lawlessness, the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.)  Since none of the pagan ‘god’s had ever been able to bring someone back to life, the Gentiles thought it incredible that there was such a thing as resurrection.  However, the pagans did believe that there was some sort of life after death and a place where souls went after death: Gehenna, Hades, Paradise, and many pagan names.


g.  If God sent His Son to conquer spiritual and its resultant physical death, then certainly that victory could only be proven to be accomplished by the resurrection of His Son from death.


h.   In the end all men will be raised by God, some to everlasting life and others to the second death, Rev 20:11-15; Mt 25:31-46.

i.  “Why should those who believed in the resurrection of the dead find it difficult to believe that God had in fact raised up Jesus, thus designating him ‘Son of God in power’ (Rom 1:4)?  If God did not raise up Jesus, why believe that he raises the dead at all?  So Paul now reasoned, but once upon a time he had reasoned quite differently.”


j.  Another argument that Paul might have given here, which is too long for Luke to record is what told the Corinthians regarding this same issue:  1 Cor 15:35-44, “But someone will say, ‘How are the dead raised?  And with what kind of body do they come?’  You fool!  That which you sow is not made alive unless it dies.  In fact that which you sow, you do not sow the body which will exist, but the bare seed perhaps of wheat or something else.  But God gives a body to it as He desires, that is, to each of the seeds its own body.  All flesh [is] not the same flesh, but on the one hand a different kind of men, and on the other hand a different flesh of domesticated animals, and a different flesh of birds, and a different flesh of fish.  [There are] both celestial bodies and [there are] terrestrial bodies.  But on the one hand the glory of the celestial [is] one kind, but on the other hand the [glory] of the terrestrial [is] a different kind.  [There is] one kind of glory of the sun, and a different kind of glory of the moon, and a different kind of glory of the stars.  For star differs from star in glory.  The resurrection of the dead [is] in this manner also.  It is sown in the state of corruption.  It is raised in a state of immortality.  It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.  It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a physical body, and there is, there is also a spiritual.”
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