Acts 26:18



 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of opening the eyes of Jews and Gentiles to the message of the gospel.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun OPHTHALMOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their eyes” and referring to both Jews and Gentiles, who are positive to the message of the gospel.  This is followed by the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to change one’s mind or course of action, for better or worse: to turn, return; turn back Acts 3:19; 9:35; 11:21; 14:15; 26:18, 20; 28:27; Lk 22:32; Gal 4:9; 2 Cor 3:16; 1 Thes 1:9.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Jewish and Gentile unbelievers who are positive to the message of the gospel might produce the action.


The articular infinitive indicates purpose or result and sometimes a blending of the two as it does here.  It can be translated by the words “so that” or “in order that.”  This is not a subjunctive or optative mood, which indicates that the word “may” is not necessary or warranted in the translation.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “from darkness.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “to light.”
“to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA, meaning “from the authority; power, or domain.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun SATANAS, “of Satan” in the sense of belonging to Satan.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”
“and from the authority of Satan to God,”
 is the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that those who believe in Christ produce the action of receiving something.


The genitive articular infinitive indicates purpose, and is translated “in order that.”  Again the word “may” is not needed in the translation as found in the NASV.  There is no contingency here that a person who believes in the message of the gospel may or may not receive forgiveness of sins.  They will most certainly receive the forgiveness of sins.  The English word “may” introduces an element of contingency or the possibility that something may not happen, which is totally wrong here.
This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “they.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun APHESIS, meaning “forgiveness” plus the objective genitive from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, which means “of sins.”

“in order that they receive forgiveness of sins”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KLĒROS, meaning “a lot, a portion, a share, or an inheritance.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural articular perfect passive participle of the verb HAGIAZW, which means “among those having been sanctified.”

The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “those.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasized a past, completed action at the moment of salvation or faith in Jesus.  The consummative idea is brought out in the English translation by the auxiliary verb “have.”


The passive voice indicates that those who believe in Jesus receive the action of being sanctified or set apart as holy to God.

The participle is ascriptive, being substantivized by the article, but is translated like a relative clause.

This is followed by the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “by faith.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.
“and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.””

Acts 26:18 corrected translation
“to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, in order that they receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.””
Explanation:
1.  “to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light”

a.  The Lord’s entire statement to Paul on the Damascus road says, “Now rise up and stand on your feet; because for this purpose I have appeared to you: to appoint you an assistant and a witness not only of the things which you have seen, but also of the things in which I will be seen by you; delivering you from the [Jewish] people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they turn from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, in order that they receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.’”

b.  The sent Paul to the Jews first but also to the Gentiles for the express purpose of opening their eyes to the truth of the existence and offer of eternal salvation.

c.  The further purpose and result of opening the eyes of their souls to the truth of the gospel is that they will make the decision to turn away from the darkness of Satan’s system of thinking—just do what you want and enjoy yourself—to God’s system of thinking—obedience to the will, plan, and purpose of God.



(1)  Satan has a system of thinking which the Bible calls ‘darkness’.  This designation is found many times in John’s writings as well as Paul.




(a)  Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.”




(b)  2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”




(c)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in darkness [the state of spiritual death], but now [you are] light in the Lord.  Continue walking as children of light,”



(d)  Eph 6:12, “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”



(e)  Col 1:13, “Who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”




(f)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”




(g)  1 Jn 2:9, “The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life] and yet hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.”




(h)  1 Jn 2:11, “But the one who hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [function in the cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”



(2)  The word ‘darkness’ is descriptive of the blinding of the mind of the unbeliever by Satan, in order that they might not see God’s wonderful offer of eternal life in an indescribable eternal state.  2 Cor 4:4, “in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth [illumination] of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”



(3)  God’s system of thinking and belief is called ‘light’.  The designation ‘light’ is a reference to the illuminating ministry of God the Holy Spirit in common grace, making the message of the gospel a reality in the soul of the unbeliever, and the Word of God a reality in the soul of the believer.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ intends for Paul to be His human witness to the reality and truthfulness of the message the Holy Spirit to unbelievers throughout the Roman Empire, both Jews and Gentiles.  Paul will function as the human mouthpiece for all three members of the Trinity.


e.  Turning from darkness to light describes the entire process (evangelization, common grace, and efficacious grace) of believing in Christ and then the process of learning and believing the Word of God, so that a person lives a spiritual life of obedience to God.  Turning from darkness begins at salvation and continues throughout a person’s spiritual life.

2.  “and from the authority of Satan to God,”

a.  The conjunction KAI here can be regarded as either adding something (“and”) or explaining something (“that is”).  The unbeliever turns from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to the authority of God, or the unbeliever turns from darkness to light, that is, from the authority of Satan to the authority of God.  Either way of looking at it is theologically correct.  It is like looking at the two sides of the same coin.

b.  The point here is that the Lord Jesus Christ has a definite purpose in the evangelization of unbelievers, which is related to the angelic conflict.  One of the major issues in the angelic conflict is: “Who will man obey, Satan or God?”  That issue is being resolved by each individual decision people make to believe or not believe in Christ.

c.  People are born under the authority of Satan, because he is the ruler of this world, Eph 2:2, “in the sphere of which [sins] you formerly walked according to the age characterized by this world, according to the ruler over the domain of the air [Satan], over the spiritual state which is now working in the sons of disobedience [unbelievers].”

d.  The moment a person believes in Christ they come under the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Therefore, God has a will, plan, and purpose that Paul proclaim the message of the gospel in order that unbelievers will turn from the authority of Satan to the authority of God.


f.  Being under the authority of God is meaningless in the function of our spiritual life without obedience to that authority.

3.  “in order that they receive forgiveness of sins”

a.  A third purpose is mentioned by our Lord to Paul for sending him to the Jews and Gentiles throughout the Roman Empire—in order that unbelievers receive forgiveness of sins.

b.  Forgiveness of sins is one of the many results of believing in Christ.  Without this forgiveness, God can do nothing for us.

c.  When you think of all that God does for us logically at salvation, the forgiveness of sins must precede the imputation of divine righteousness; for God could not impute His righteousness us while we were yet sinners.  Our purification from sin must occur before God can have anything else to do with us.


d.  The forgiveness of sins is one of the greatest demonstrations of the love of God in human history, and is direct testimony against Satan and the fallen angels, who must have believed that God would never forgive their sinfulness; otherwise, why is God making this point in human history in order to resolve the angelic conflict.


e.  Every time an unbeliever’s sins are forgiven by God at the point of faith in Christ, it is another testimony against Satan’s claim that God is not a God of love and forgiveness.


f.  The importance of the forgiveness of sins is also mentioned in:



(1)  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”


(2)  Acts 5:31, “God exalted Him to His right hand as Prince-ruler and Savior, for the purpose of granting a change of mind [conversion] to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”


(3)  Acts 10:43, “To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His person.’”


(4)  Acts 13:38, “Therefore, let it be known to you, men, brethren, that through this One forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, [forgiveness] from all the things which you have not been able to be justified [declared righteous, made pure] by the Law of Moses,”


(5)  Eph 1:7, “by the agency of whom [the Beloved] we have redemption through His blood [spiritual death], the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,”


(6)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

4.  “and an inheritance among those having been sanctified by faith in Me.””

a.  The final purpose for sending Paul to proclaim the gospel and open the eyes of the unbelievers so that they turn to the authority of God is so that they receive an inheritance along with everyone else who has been and will be sanctified by faith in Christ.

b.  God wants every believer to share a portion of the new heavens and new earth in the eternal state.  God wants every believer to live with Him forever in a state of wonder and happiness that cannot even be described in human language in the Scriptures.

c.  This is true for every dispensation of human history and every generation of mankind.  It applies to every person who has ever been or will ever be set apart as holy to God.


d.  God not only promises eternal salvation from sin and an eternal life of righteousness and holiness, but also promises an inheritance in conjunction with all other believers.  This inheritance is described in:



(1)  Acts 20:32, “And now I entrust you to the care of God and to His gracious message, which is able to build [you] up and to give [you] your inheritance among all those who have been sanctified.”


(2)  Eph 1:11, “in whom [Christ] also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him [F] who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will,”


(3)  Eph 1:14, “who [God the Holy Spirit] is the down payment-guarantee of our inheritance until the release of His property resulting in the praise of His [God the Father] glory.”


(4)  Eph 1:18, “since the eyes of your heart have been enlightened, that you may know what is the expectation of His invitation, what is the glorious wealth of His inheritance for the saints,”


(5)  Notice how Paul ties together the concepts of ‘inheritance’, ‘light’, ‘authority’, and ‘forgiveness’ in Col 1:12-14, “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light [of the word of God], Who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



(6)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”



(7)  Heb 9:15, “Furthermore, for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that those who have been called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance, since a death has taken place for the purpose of the redemption of the transgressions during the first covenant.”


(8)  Heb 11:8, “By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham, after being called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was about to receive for an inheritance.  In fact he went out, not knowing where he was going.”


(9)  1 Pet 1:3-4, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, for an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you,”


e.  The means of sanctification are stated in the final phrase “by faith in Me.”



(1)  We are set apart unto God as His own, as His slaves, as His property, as His kingdom of priests, as His royal family and ambassadors by faith in Him.



(2)  There is only one means of sanctification and that is by faith in Christ.



(3)  We are not sanctified positionally in Christ at salvation by our works, our good deeds, our holiness, or our living a ‘good’ life.  We are not sanctified by our righteousnesses, but by faith alone in Christ alone.



(4)  Faith in Christ means putting our trust in Him, having confidence or believing that He will do what He has promised.



(5)  The act of trusting in God’s promise of eternal life because of what Jesus did for us on the Cross by being judged as a substitute for us allows God to sanctify us.  God produces the action of sanctifying.  We are incapable to making ourselves holy by anything we do, either before or after salvation.



(6)  God the Holy Spirit sanctifies us at the moment we have faith in Christ by forgiving our sins, cleansing us from all wrongdoing, imputing God’s righteousness and eternal life to us, entering us into union with Christ, sealing us in that status, and giving us an eternal inheritance among all those who have believed in Christ.


f.  We can only guess at the impact this statement had on King Agrippa; we know from the statement Festus is about to make that he did not even begin to understand any of it.
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