Acts 22:15



 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For” plus the second person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense with Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun MARTUS, meaning “a witness.”  This is followed by the dative of advantage from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “for Him.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place/direction from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “to all men.”

“For you will be a witness for Him to all men”
 is the objective genitive from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “of the things which” or simply “of what.”  Then we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: you have seen.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed results.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: you have heard.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on a completed action.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“of what you have seen and heard.”

Acts 22:15 corrected translation
“For you will be a witness for Him to all men of what you have seen and heard.”
Explanation:
1.  “For you will be a witness for Him to all men”

a.  Paul continues to relate to the crowd of Jews in Jerusalem what Ananias of Damascus said to him after his eyesight was restored.  Ananias is telling Paul what the Lord Jesus told him to tell Paul.


b.  Paul would be a witness for Jesus to all men.  The importance of the words “to all men” should not be minimized here.  Paul was a witness to the Jew first, but also to the Gentile.  He was a witness to men and women equally.  He was a witness to the sinners and the self-righteous.  He was a witness to the religious and non-religious.  He was a witness to the rich and the poor.  He was a witness to Romans, Greeks, Jews, Arabs, Celts, and every other race of people he encountered.  And throughout the last two thousand years of human history, Paul has been a witness to all men through the New Testament Scriptures.


c.  Paul’s witness to all men was not going to happen immediately.  He would first need some training in the desert outside Damascus for three years.  There is always preparation by God the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ before any Church Age believer has effective service for the Lord.  For some that preparation is longer than others.  Paul had been preparing since he first began learning the Old Testament Scriptures.


d.  One of the most significant parts of Paul’s preparation for service was the Lord permitting him to persecute and murder Christians.  Remembering that he had done that helped him maintain a genuine humility throughout most of his Christian life, 1 Cor 15:9, “For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”  Compared with Eph 3:8, “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ.”


e.  Notice the phrase “for Him.”  All believers are supposed to be witnesses “for the Lord Jesus Christ.”  This is the function of our royal ambassadorship.  We are here “for Him.”  We are not here for ourselves.  When we stop functioning here “for Him,” the Lord no longer needs our service on earth and it is time to go home.  We are here for the benefit of our Lord, not for the benefit of ourselves or others.  Others receive the overflow of what we do here for the benefit of our Lord.

2.  “of what you have seen and heard.”

a.  This phrase indicates that to which Paul would be a witness.  He would be a witness to what he had seen on the Damascus road and what he had heard from the resurrected and glorified Jesus.  The more exact statement of what the Lord told Ananias to tell Paul is given in Acts 9:15-16, “However, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for this man is My chosen instrument, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer because of My name [person].’”  Paul doesn’t relate this so as to not offend his hostile audience.


b.  But it wasn’t just this incident to which Paul would be a witness.  There would be other times to which Paul would be a witness to what he had seen and heard from the Lord.  Another such incident is related by Paul in verses 17-21.


c.  Paul certainly witnessed to what the Lord told him in Corinth, which was related in Acts 18:9-10, “Then the Lord said to Paul during the night by a vision, ‘Stop being afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t ever be silent; for I am with you, and no one will attack you in order to harm you, because I have many people in this city.’”


d.  So there were many times and many things that Paul both saw and heard from the Lord.  More than the few incidents we have related in the New Testament.


e.  The point Paul is making to the crowd here is that he was an eyewitness and an ear witness to living reality of the resurrected and glorified Jesus of Nazareth.  He did not just see a vision of Him as some ethereal spirit, but also had a conversation with Him as a living human being.  Paul can testify to this and there are others who can confirm his testimony.  In addition to Paul seeing and hearing Jesus, Paul has been directed by that heavenly person to testify about His resurrection and living presence in heaven to all men.  In the mind of Paul’s audience this only means all Jews.  They have not yet caught on to the fact that Jesus through Ananias has told Paul to take the message of salvation to the Gentiles.  As soon as the crowd understands that fact as the meaning of Paul’s words, they will instantly turn against Paul.

� Witherington, p. 672.
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