Acts 22:14
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 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “he.”  (Literally this says “the one” or “the man;” however, the article could also be used as a demonstrative pronoun “that one” or “that man,” which then reduces down to simply “he.”)  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Ananias produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “The God.”  With this we have genitive of relationship or genitive of identity (depending on how you want to look at this) from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our fathers.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PROCHEIRIZOMAI, which means “to express preference of someone for a task: choose for oneself, select, appoint someone Acts 3:20; 22:14; 26:16.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  The English auxiliary verb “has” is used to bring out the emphasis on the past completion of the action.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (God) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of knowing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His will, plan.”

“Then he said, “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, which is used in coordination with another KAI in the next clause meaning “both…and,” followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of seeing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective DIKAIOS, which is used as a proper name and/or title, “the Righteous One.”

“both to see the Righteous One”

 is the coordinating use of the conjunction KAI after another previous KAI, meaning “both…and.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb AKOUW, meaning “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul will produce the action of hearing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, which means “a sound, a voice; a solemn declaration Mk 15:37; an outcry Acts 19:34; 22:14; 24:21.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from His mouth.”

“and to hear a solemn declaration from His mouth.”

Acts 22:14 corrected translation
“Then he said, “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will both to see the Righteous One and to hear a solemn declaration from His mouth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then he said, “The God of our fathers has appointed you to know His will”

a.  As soon as Paul’s eyes were opened and he looked up at Ananias, Ananias spoke to Paul a message from the Lord, which had undoubtedly been given to Ananias, since Ananias could not predict the circumstances of Paul’s life.


b.  Ananias states that the God of Israel (which refers to both God the Father and God the Son with emphasis on God the Son) has appointed Paul to know the will of God.


c.  “The God of our fathers” is a title used for both God the Father and God the Son, which is found in:



(1)  Acts 3:13, “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him.”



(2)  Acts 5:30, “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you caused to have killed in your own interest, by hanging on a cross.”



(3)  Acts 7:32, “I [am] the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.’  Then beginning to tremble, Moses did not dare to look at [it].”


d.  This appointment refers to what God the Father has decreed in eternity past as a part of His plan for human history.  Paul’s appointment was made before human history began and is now being implemented in time.


e.  The will of God that Paul was appointed to know is the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, that is, those mysteries of the thinking and plan of God not revealed to believers in previous periods of human history.  Paul describes this same thing in:



(1)  Rom 11:25, “For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, in order that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”



(2)  Rom 16:25-26, “Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages, but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine.”



(3)  1 Cor 2:1, “In fact when I came face-to-face with you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or wisdom, while proclaiming to you the mystery of God.”



(4)  1 Cor 2:7, “But we keep on communicating God’s wisdom as a mystery, the hidden [wisdom], which God decided upon before the dispensations for our glory,”



(5)  1 Cor 15:51-52, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.”



(6)  Eph 1:9-12, “having revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His good intention, which He [God the Father] planned in Him [Christ] for the purpose of the administration [orderly plan and arrangement of events] of the fullness of times, to unite under one head everyone in Christ, those [who are] in heaven and those [who are] on earth in Him; in whom [Christ] also we have received an inheritance, having been predestined according to a predetermined plan from Him [God the Father] who works all things on the basis of the purpose produced by His will, in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory.”



(7)  Eph 3:2-11, “inasmuch as you have heard about the administration of the grace of God, which was given to me for your benefit, that as a result of revelation, this mystery was made known to me, just as I have written to you briefly, with reference to which [mystery doctrine], as a result of the public reading, you ought to be able to understand my insight concerning the mystery about Christ [the baptism of the Holy Spirit], which [mystery doctrine] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and fellow-sharers of the promise in Christ Jesus by means of the gospel, for the purpose of which [gospel] I have become a courier according to the gift from God’s grace, which was given to me on the basis of the operation of His power, to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ, and to enlighten all [believers] what [is] the plan [arrangement] of the mystery, which has been kept secret from the ages in the God who created all things, in order that the very diversified wisdom of God might be made known at the present time to rulers and to authorities in heavenly places by the Church, according to the plan of the ages, which He accomplishes through Christ Jesus, our Lord.”



(8)  Col 1:25-27, “on behalf of which [Church], I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


f.  Paul was appointed by God the Father to know the greatest of all divine thinking ever revealed to man, and to reveal that thinking through his verbal teaching and the written documents that would become a part of the New Testament Scriptures.


g.  Paul thought he knew it all as a Jewish Pharisee, but he had not even begun the understand the will, plan, and purpose of God in human history, which was to unite all members of the human race into a royal family and priesthood that would be united in Christ, and then functions as ambassadors for Christ with equal privilege and equal opportunity, having available  the very same spiritual life that the humanity of Christ had during His first advent.

2.  “both to see the Righteous One”

a.  There are two parts to knowing the will of God.



(1)  The first part to knowing the will of God is to see the Righteous One, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Son of Man, the Son of David, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are two ways to see the Lord Jesus Christ.




(a)  Some believers see Jesus with their empirical eyesight, such as Paul did on the road to Damascus.




(b)  Some believers see Jesus through the teaching of Scripture, Heb 2:9, “But we see Jesus, the One who was made lower than the angels for only a short time (the One having been rewarded with glory and honor because of the suffering produced by [spiritual] death), in order that because of the grace from the source of God He might experience death for everyone.”



(2)  The second part to knowing the will of God is to hear the word of God.  There are two says to hear the word of God.




(a)  Some believers hear Jesus with their empirical ability to hear, such as Paul did on the road to Damascus.




(b)  Some believers hear Jesus through the teaching of Scripture, Rev 2:7, “He who has the faculty of spiritual hearing must hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”


b.  The will of God is that not any should perish.  Therefore, knowing the will of God results in Paul proclaiming the will of God—that all should believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Savior of the world.  Thus Paul is appointed to proclaim the gospel to all.  And for Paul’s Jewish audience that means to all of them and to them alone, as we shall see.


c.  The title “the Righteous One” comes from the famous prophecy of Isaiah about the suffering of the Messiah, Isa 53:11, “As a result of the anguish of His [God the Son’s] soul, He [God the Father] will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities.”


d.  This title for Jesus was previously used by Luke in:



(1)  Acts 3:14, “In fact you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and demanded that a man, a murderer be pardoned to you,”


(2)  Acts 7:52, “Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  In fact they killed those who had foretold about the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become;”


e.  This title for Jesus is also used by John in 1 Jn 2:1, “My dear children, I am writing these things to you, in order that you may not sin.  And yet, if anyone sins, we continue to have a mediator [intercessor, helper] with the Father, Jesus Christ, the Righteous.”


f.  Paul was given the privilege of seeing the resurrected and glorified Christ, so that He could be an empirical eyewitness to the fact He was both eternal deity and glorified humanity, that is, the unique God-man, the true Messiah of Israel.


g  The Scriptures indicate that only four men ever saw Jesus in His glorified state prior to their physical deaths: Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration (John also on the Island of Patmos, Rev 1), and Paul on the Damascus road.  Only Stephen, Paul, and John saw Him in His glorified state after His resurrection, ascension, and session.

3.  “and to hear a solemn declaration from His mouth.”

a.  Paul was also told that he had the privilege of hearing a solemn declaration from the mouth of the resurrected and glorified Christ, the Righteous One.


b.  We need to remember that Luke’s account in Acts is a very condensed version of all that was said by our Lord to Paul on the Damascus road.  When the three accounts related by Luke are put together we have the following:



(1)  Acts 9:4-6, “‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  Then he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told to you what you must do.’”



(2)  Acts 22:7-10, “‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’  Then I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus, the Nazarene, whom you are persecuting.’ Then I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’  Then the Lord said to me, ‘Get up, go into Damascus, and there it will be spoken to you concerning everything, which has been appointed for you to do.’”


(3)  Acts 26:14-18, “‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?  It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’  And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.  But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’”


c.  Therefore, we see from Acts 26:14-18 that there was much more said by our Lord in His solemn declaration to Paul than has been related so far in Acts 9 and 22.


d.  The solemn declaration of Acts 26:14-18 is certainly a declaration of the will of God, which Paul had been appointed to know.
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