Acts 21:8



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the locative of time from the feminine singular article with the adverb of time EPAURION, meaning “tomorrow,” but is an idiom with the locative/dative article, meaning “on the next day.”
  This idiom is used many times in the NT.  Then we have the nominative first person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out; to leave, depart.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the team produced the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after leaving.”

This is followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: we came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the team produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KAISAREIA, meaning “to Caesarea.”

“Then on the next day, after leaving, we came to Caesarea,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative first person masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to go into; to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the team produced the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS, meaning “into the house.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun PHILIPPOS plus the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun EUAGGELISTĒS, meaning “of Phillip the evangelist.”
“and entering into the house of Philip the evangelist,”

 is the appositional genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The present tense is a durative present for a state of being that began at some point in the past and continues up to the present time.


The active voice indicates that Phillip produced the state of being what he was.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning literally “from the seven.”  However, this use of the preposition with EIMI is an idiom, meaning to “belong to someone or something Mt 26:73; Mk 14:69f; Lk 22:58; Jn 7:50; 10:26; Acts 21:8.”
  Wallace resolves this idiom by saying that there is an ellipsis of a predicate genitive from the numeral HEIS, meaning “being [one] of the seven.”

“belonging to the seven,”

 is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain or stay: we stayed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the team produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition PARA plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with him.”
“we stayed with him.”

Acts 21:8 corrected translation
“Then on the next day, after leaving, we came to Caesarea, and entering into the house of Philip the evangelist, belonging to the seven, we stayed with him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then on the next day, after leaving, we came to Caesarea,”

a.  After spending the previous day in Ptolemais, Paul’s group departed, probably on the same ship, and traveled the thirty-four miles down the coast to the city of Caesarea.  Since this was only a one-day trip, it is far more likely that it was made by ship than by land.  To walk this distance would have probably taken two days.


b.  “Like most coastal communities in NT times, Caesarea had a mixed population.  When Pilate was procurator of Judea he lived in the governor’s residence at Caesarea.  Philip preached in the city (Acts 8:40), which was also his home (Acts 21:8); and it was here that Peter was sent to minister to the Roman centurion Cornelius (10:1, 24; 11:11).  Herod Agrippa resided in the city and died there (12:19, 23).  Paul passed through Caesarea several times, making it his port of landing on his return from his second and third missionary journeys (18:22; 21:8).  At Caesarea he made his fateful decision to visit Jerusalem (21:13), and to that city he returned under guard prior to his appearance before Felix (23:23ff).  After two years of imprisonment Paul made his defense before Festus and Agrippa II in Caesarea, and sailed from there as a prisoner when sent by Festus to Rome on his own appeal (25:11).”
  “Paul departed from Caesarea on his way to Tarsus, having escaped his Jewish enemies in Damascus (Acts 9:30).”

2.  “and entering into the house of Philip the evangelist, belonging to the seven,”

a.  Paul’s team had no trouble finding somewhere to stay in the city.  They could have stayed with Philip or with Cornelius.  The team stayed with Philip, probably because his home could accommodate everyone, and more importantly, since Paul was an evangelist to the Gentiles, he would have a great deal to discuss with Philip.


b.  Philip is identified as the same person previously mentioned by Luke in:



(1)  Acts 6:5, “And the statement pleased the whole congregation; and so they selected Stephen, a man full of doctrine and the Holy Spirit, and Philip and Prochorus and Nicanor and Timon and Parmenas and Nicolas, an Antiochene proselyte.”



(2)  Acts 8:5-40 with Philip making his final residence in Caesarea, Acts 8:40, “But Philip found himself at Azotus; and as he passed through he evangelized all the cities until he came to Caesarea.”


c.  Philip had the spiritual gift of administration, being selected as one of the first deacons of the Jerusalem church and also had the spiritual gift of evangelism as mentioned here.  Like Timothy, Philip did the work of an evangelist (2 Tim 4:5) as we all should.  Charles Ryrie explains: “[Spiritual] Gifts are both discovered and developed by activity.  Practice brings perception of one’s total package of abilities, and practice develops those abilities.  If you are seeking to discover your gift(s), then do not turn down opportunities to serve, even if you think they do not fall within the range of your abilities.  God may be trying to tell you that you have abilities you do not recognize.  If you are active in doing what you can, then other opportunities may arise that will bring to light additional spiritual gifts.  For example, when we first meet Philip in the book of Acts we see him helping distribute the relief money to needy (and bickering) widows (6:5).  It is doubtful that before he undertook this ministry he sat down to decide whether or not he had that spiritual gift!  Here was an opportunity to serve, and he took it. He proved faithful in performing this menial task.  The Lord then entrusted him with another ministry, that of evangelizing the Samaritans (8:5), and, later, the Ethiopian eunuch.  As he used that gift he became known as Philip the evangelist (21:8).  But first he was Philip the helper of widows.”


d.  The title Philip the evangelist is also used by Luke to help us distinguish this Philip from Philip the apostle.

3.  “we stayed with him.”

a.  The word “we” indicates Paul’s entire team, which tells us that Philip had a large enough home to accommodate Paul, Luke, the seven representatives of the Gentile churches, Philip’s wife and his four daughters.  It was a houseful.


b.  This is another fine example of Christian hospitality as seen throughout the New Testament: (Acts 10:6, 18, 32, 48; 16:14f; 17:5–7; 18:7, 27; 21:4–6, 8, 16; 28:7; Rom 16:1f, 23; Phile 22; 2 Jn 10f; 3 Jn 5–8).


c.  We are told in verse ten that Paul’s team stayed there “for some days,” which probably means more than a week.  This would have given Paul more than enough time to pay his respects to Cornelius and all the believers in the city and tell the church there all that had been accomplished in Greece and Asia.


d.  Another advantage to Luke staying with Philip was that “it is likely that Luke received information for earlier portions of Acts from the accounts supplied by Philip and his daughters.”
  This would account for Luke’s information in Acts 6:1–8:3.”


e.  A most significant point needs to be made here.  Philip lost his position as deacon in the Jerusalem church when the persecution by Saul scattered the members of the church.  Philip was clearly one of those driven from his home, his job, and his life in Jerusalem.  Philip was probably made destitute by the actions of Saul.  Now twenty years later, the same man who persecuted Philip is entertained by Philip in a fantastic example of Christian forgiveness and unconditional love.
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