Acts 21:13



 is the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions like an active voice with Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun PAULOS, which means “Paul.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “What.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: are you doing?”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is going on right now.


The active voice indicates that those begging Paul not to go to Jerusalem are producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the appositional nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb KLAIW, which means “to cry or weep: weeping.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is going on right now.


The active voice indicates that those crying and begging Paul not to go to Jerusalem are producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances and is explanatory.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb SUNTHRUPTW, which means “to break in pieces; figuratively to break someone’s heart Acts 21:13.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is going on right now.


The active voice indicates that those begging Paul not to go to Jerusalem are producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances and is explanatory.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, which means “my heart.”

“Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?”
 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the negative OU plus the adverb of degree MONOS, meaning “not only.”  This is followed by the aorist passive infinitive from the verb DEW, which means “to be bound, tied; arrested.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic or tendential aorist, which looks at the entire future possible action.


The passive voice indicates that Paul intends or is willing to receive the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “but even.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”



The aorist tense is a futuristic or tendential aorist, which looks at the entire future possible action.


The active voice indicates that Paul intends or is willing to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun HIEROSOLUMA, which means “in Jerusalem.”  This is followed by the adverb of manner HETOIMWS, meaning “readily,” but when used with the verb ECHW it takes on the meaning “to be ready, willing.”
  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means literally “I have the readiness” or “I am ready.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is going on in Paul’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being ready and willing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die in Jerusalem”

 is the preposition HUPER plus the ablative of cause/reason from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “because of the person/name” or “for the person.”  With this we have the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”

“because of the person of the Lord Jesus.’”

Acts 21:13 corrected translation
“Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?  For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die in Jerusalem because of the person of the Lord Jesus.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?”

a.  Paul answers the imploring of his team and the believers of the church of Caesarea that he not go to Jerusalem.


b.  Paul answers them with a rhetorical question, “What are you doing?”  The implication behind the question is that they are wrong in imploring Paul to not go to Jerusalem.


c.  Notice that Paul avoids listening to them by transferring his own guilt for what he is doing wrong to them.  He is attempting to make them feel guilty for what they are doing, when it is he who should feel guilty for not listening to the warnings of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Up to this point in time the members of Paul’s team have heard the warnings and have even heard Paul tell the leaders of the Ephesian church about the Holy Spirit’s constant warnings to him.  They have said nothing to Paul, probably because they expected him to heed the warnings at some point before he actually got to Jerusalem.  Now they know that that is not going to happen, and they can restrain themselves no longer.  They become emotional about Paul’s stubbornness to go to Jerusalem, and Paul reacts to their emotional concern for him.


e.  They are crying and Paul wants them to stop.  He doesn’t want to have to deal with their emotional concerns and appeals.  He cannot take the added pressure their emotion is applying to his soul.  To the spiritual concern that God has Paul’s friends now add their own human emotional concern.  It is all too much for Paul to handle.  They are begging him not to go to Jerusalem; he is begging them to stop crying and asking him not to go.


f.  Paul accuses them of breaking his heart, when the reality is that he is breaking theirs by his own bad decision.  Isn’t it interesting that the same idiomatic expression for emotional distress (breaking one’s heart) has survived from the Greek culture to ours?  Paul’s heart wasn’t broken.  Had they broken his heart (his thinking), he would have changed his mind and not gone to Jerusalem.  His heart has remained intact—he is determined to go to Jerusalem as he states in the next statement.

2.  “For I am ready not only to be bound, but even to die in Jerusalem”

a.  Paul now gives his great excuse for going to Jerusalem—he is ready to be arrested, tried, convicted and executed in Jerusalem, just like all the great prophets and martyrs.  He is slipping into arrogance, and his words betray his false motivation.


b.  Paul’s original motive for going to Jerusalem was to deliver the money collected by the Greek churches.  That motive has slipped into the background now.  Paul’s new motive is his readiness and willingness to die because of his relationship with and belief in Jesus as the Messiah.


c.  In effect, Paul is saying that he is willing to die to prove that he believes Jesus is the Messiah.  He is willing to make the utmost sacrifice to prove to his Jewish brethren that Jesus was truly the Messiah and that they need to believe in Him.  In Paul’s mind it is his ultimate testimony and witness to the person and work of Jesus as the Christ.


d.  However, that is not God’s will, plan, or purpose for Paul’s testimony.  Paul’s greatest testimony to the person and work of Christ are yet to occur, but will occur in his writing of Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, and probably collaboration on Hebrews with Luke and possibly others (a group effort).


e.  God was not ready or willing for Paul to die in Jerusalem, but He was ready to discipline Paul for four years for disobedience to the warnings of the Holy Spirit by putting Paul under arrest and keeping him that way for the next four years.


f.  Therefore, Paul was ready to be bound and he would be, and he was ready to die but he would not.


g.  The permissive will of God allowed Paul to go to Jerusalem and be arrested, but the overruling will of God prevented Paul from dying in Jerusalem.


h.  Paul’s thinking that he is ready to die is nothing more than false humility and preoccupation with self.  It is the spring of 58 A.D. and Paul will not die until the spring/summer of 68 A.D.  He is not thinking in terms of God’s agenda, but thinking in terms of his own agenda.

3.  “because of the person of the Lord Jesus.’”

a.  This phrase is the ultimate justification Paul can use for doing what he wants to do.  Paul will do what he wants to do because of the person of the Lord Jesus.


b.  There is nothing wrong with being willing to die because of your testimony for Jesus, that is, because you believe in Christ.  There are believers in China and Muslim countries that are doing that very thing right now.


c.  However, you don’t deliberately walk into those situations and make yourself a martyr, when it is not God’s will for your life.


d.  Martyrdom has to be the will of God, not our own will.



(1)  The person who manipulates the circumstances of life to create their own martyrdom is not a true martyr, but an idiot, who gets what they deserve for ignoring God and causing their own death.  For example, if I went to Mecca and stood in front of the mosque and shouted that Jesus is the one true God and the only means of salvation, I’d be killed immediately by the Muslims there, but I wouldn’t be a martyr.  I’d be a fool.



(2)  Paul taught this principle in 1 Cor 13:3, “And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have unconditional love, I accomplish nothing.”




(a)  Self-sacrifice without integrity-love is meaningless and accomplishes nothing.




(b)  If the motivation for martyrdom is emotion, it is not the spiritual life.  The spiritual life demands harmonious rapport with God, which Paul did not have at this moment.




(c)  If we deliver over our body to some kind of martyrdom and it is done in emotion, then it is not a part of the spiritual life.  The spiritual life is executed by the influence of the Spirit, and Paul was not being influenced by the Spirit at this moment nor in the recent past.




(d)  Paul’s probable martyrdom was oriented to self rather than oriented to God.




(e)  True martyrdom is always oriented to the will of God, not to self.




(f)  Paul’s potential heroic religious achievement was nothing more than false righteousness of works, in which grace was no longer the issue.  The issue was what Paul wanted.




(g)  Paul’s sin nature trend was self-righteous arrogance (just look at his life as Saul of Tarsus before his salvation).  And there is a martyrdom complex, which often accompanies the arrogance of self-righteousness.  This complex feels very sorry for self, and considering Paul’s problems with the Corinthian church, he may have been feeling somewhat sorry for himself.




(h)  Legitimate martyrdom glorifies God.  Martyrdom that is arrogant glorifies the believer.  Self-imposed martyrdom is not true martyrdom.  True Christian martyrdom depends on the antagonism of others, therefore, the volition of others.  A martyr does not become a martyr by his own volition, but by the volition of those who are antagonistic to Christianity.  Self-induced martyrdom is not glorifying to God.




(i)  Self-imposed martyrdom is a sign of perpetual carnality.




(j)  When the supreme sacrifice of the human body occurs in the state of carnality, there is no glorification of God; the believer gains nothing and accomplishes nothing.  The supreme sacrifice only glorifies God when the believer is under the influence of the Spirit and functions in unconditional-love.


e.  We all should be willing to die anywhere because of the person of our Lord Jesus, but that doesn’t mean that God wants us to throw our lives away against His will.  Paul was willing to throw his life away against the will of God.  Fortunately, God overruled.
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