Acts 20:24



 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by either the descriptive genitive (I consider my life characterized by no account) or the genitive of material (I consider my life consisting of no account) from the masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no, not, or not one” plus the noun LOGOS, meaning “word, mention, or account.”  Then we have the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, do, or produce; and in the middle voice: to make of myself.”  This may be an idiom, meaning “I do not consider my life worth a single word, such as our English idiom ‘not worth mentioning’.


The present tense is a durative present for an action begun in the past and now continuing.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, in which Paul holds himself responsible for producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ, meaning “soul; earthly life.”
  Then we have the double accusative or predicate accusative from the feminine singular adjective TIMIOS, meaning “precious.”  This is followed by the dative of possession from the first person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, meaning “belonging to me; my own.”  The life belonging to me is “my own life.”  Literally this statement says: “But of no account do I make my own life precious.”  Instead of saying “of no account” in English we say “on no account” do I do something, and we are probably saying the same thing Paul is saying here.  He has just stated that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to him in every city, saying that chains and afflictions await him, and he contrasts that with the fact that he in no way considers his own life precious to him.

“But on no account do I consider my own life precious,”
 is the preposition conjunction HWS, used to “express intention or purpose, meaning: in order to Lk 9:52; Acts 20:24; Heb 7:9.”
  (These are the only three places this construction is used, which is one of the many indications that Luke had a hand in writing Hebrews.)  With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to complete, bring to an end, finish, accomplish Jn 4:34; 17:4; 5:36; Acts 20:24.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views what will happen in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun DROMOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my obligation or task, course of life, mission Acts 13:25; 20:24.”
  This is followed by the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, meaning “the ministry or service.”  This is followed by accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the ministry just mentioned.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive: I received.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of receiving a mission/ministry from the Lord.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “from the Lord Jesus.”
“in order to finish my mission, that is, the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,”

 is the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “to solemnly testify of or about; or to bear witness to something.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views a future action in its entirety.


The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense with Paul producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, indicating the purpose for which received his ministry from the Lord.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, meaning “the gospel or good news.”  With this we have the objective genitive (also possibly a genitive of identity or descriptive genitive; Barrett says it is a genitive of content ‘the good news containing the grace of God’
) from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “of the grace.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.

“to solemnly testify about the gospel of the grace of God.”

Acts 20:24 corrected translation
“But on no account do I consider my own life precious, in order to finish my mission, that is, the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to solemnly testify about the gospel of the grace of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “But on no account do I consider my own life precious,”

a.  Paul has just stated that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to him in every city that chains and afflictions await him.  And now he contrasts that fact with the fact that he in no way considers his own life precious to him.

b.  What Paul says here is similar to what he will write to the Philippians four years from now, “according to my eager expectation and confidence that in nothing shall I be disgraced, but with all openness and courage as always, even now Christ shall be exalted in my person, whether by life or by death.  Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ and dying—gain, profit, advantage,” Phil 1:20-21.


c.  Paul was not concerned about staying alive.  He was concerned about doing the will of God, or was he?  Paul uses this thought as his justification for continuing to go to Jerusalem in spite of the fact that he will be told by the Spirit through the believers in the city of Tyre for seven days not to set foot in Jerusalem, Acts 21:4.  Paul was not told once, but told for seven days by the Holy Spirit not to set foot in Jerusalem.  If Paul was concerned about doing the will of God, he would not have set foot in Jerusalem as the Spirit through the believers in Tyre warned him for seven days.


d.  Paul is making a true statement—he did not consider his own life precious.  But he is making a wrong application of the principle.  God considered Paul’s life precious (“Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the death of His godly ones,” Ps 116:15), which is why God resuscitated Paul after he was stoned to death in Lystra.  Paul had no right to just throw his life away, and by going to Jerusalem he was in danger of doing just that.  We might say that Paul was committing indirect suicide; for the Jews certainly tried to beat him to death before the Romans intervened.


e.  There is a sense in which we should consider our own lives precious, since they are given to us by God.  Do we not consider the life of a newborn precious and do everything we can to protect and preserve that life?  Of course we do.  There is also a sense in which some things in life are more important than our own lives—such as the message of the gospel.  Paul was clearly willing to die for that message, which was the correct application of doctrine, but to just throw his life away in the face of locked-in negative volition of the Jewish unbelievers in Jerusalem was nothing more than indirect Christian suicide.


f.  Paul’s willingness to and even to die for Christ is stated in:



(1)  2 Cor 4:7-12, “Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, in order that the extraordinary quality of the power might be from God and not from the source of us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not overwhelmed; we are left unprovided for, but not in great difficulty, being persecuted, but not forsaken; being physically hurt, but not destroyed, at all times carrying about in the body the death of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body.  For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.  For this reason the danger of death continues to be permitted to operate among us, but the spiritual life among you.”



(2)  2 Cor 6:4-10, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience [endurance, perseverance], in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance, with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with unconditional love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown [the opinion of others of our good reputation] and shameful treatment [from others], by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”



(3)  Phil 2:17, “Now even if I am poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice [study] and public service [teaching] which produces your doctrine [and I am], I keep on being happy and congratulate you all.”



(4)  Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you, that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which body is the Church.”

2.  “in order to finish my mission, that is, the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,”

a.  Paul continues his statement by indicating the purpose and reason why he does not consider his life precious.  Paul does not consider his life precious in order that he might finish his mission, that is, the ministry of proclaiming the gospel.


b.  The problem with this self-justification is that God wanted Paul to finish his mission in Rome and Spain, not in Jerusalem.


c.  Paul received a ministry from the Lord Jesus and that ministry was to go to the Jews and Gentiles outside of Palestine, not back to the Jews in Jerusalem.


d.  Paul wants to continue to live to proclaim the gospel, and therefore, to fulfill the mission assigned to him by the Lord—to be the apostle to the Gentiles.


e.  Paul was not going to finish his mission in Jerusalem.  It was 58 A.D. and Paul had ten more years of ministry and mission left.  He is talking as though his ministry is over, while the best part of it lay ahead of him.

3.  “to solemnly testify about the gospel of the grace of God.”

a.  This clause tells us exactly what Paul’s ministry was—to solemnly testify about the gospel of the grace of God.  The gospel or message of the grace of God is the message of eternal life through faith alone in Christ alone.  That is what Paul solemnly testified about his entire Christian life.  The ‘gospel of the grace of God’ has other titles in Scripture:



(1)  the gospel of the kingdom, Mt 4:23



(2)  the gospel of God, Rom 1:1; 15:16; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Thes 2:8-9; 1 Pet 4:17



(3)  the gospel of Christ, 1 Cor 9:12; 2 Cor 2:12; 9:13; 10:14; Gal 1:7



(4)  the gospel of the glory of Christ, 2 Cor 4:4



(5)  the gospel of our Lord Jesus, 2 Thes 1:8



(6)  the message of truth, the good news of your salvation, Eph 1:13


(7)  the gospel of peace, Eph 6:15



(8)  the gospel of glory from the Blessed God, 1 Tim 1:11


(9)  the message of His grace, Acts 14:3


b.  As ambassadors for Christ we share in Paul’s ministry and mission; for we too are to solemnly testify about the gospel of the grace of God.


c.  The message of the gospel is a message of God’s grace.  It is the story of God’s love, not God’s condemnation and judgment.  It is the message of God loving us so much He is freely offering eternal life to anyone who will believe in Christ.


d.  To solemnly testify does not mean that the story is grim, glum, grave, and sad.  It means that we are dealing with absolute truth and it must be presented as absolute truth.  We are testifying to the absolute truth that eternal life is available to anyone, who will have confidence in what Jesus did for them on the Cross.
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