Acts 20:21



 is the nominative masculine first person singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “to make a solemn declaration about the truth of something: to testify of, bear witness to (originally under oath) to someone about something Acts 20:21; the gospel 24; God’s kingdom 28:23; my cause in Jerusalem 23:11; 8:25; 20:23; 10:42; 18:5; Heb 2:6.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continued as long as Paul worked in Ephesus for the three years he was there.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense with Paul producing the action.


The participle is explanatory, further explaining what Paul taught publicly.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “to the Jews,” followed by the connective use of the combined correlative conjunctions TE and KAI, meaning “both…and” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural proper noun HELLĒN, meaning “to the Greeks.”

“solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks”
 is the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun ‘their’ and referring to the Jews and Greeks just mentioned plus the noun METANOIA, which means “concerning their change of mind.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from he masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “toward God.”
“concerning their change of mind toward God”

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “concerning faith.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW with the accusative masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “in our Lord Jesus.”  The word “Christ” does not occur in the best manuscripts and should not be added.

“and concerning faith in our Lord Jesus.”

Acts 20:21 corrected translation
“solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks concerning their change of mind toward God  and concerning faith in our Lord Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks”

a.  This verse is also the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 18.  The entire sentence now reads: “You yourselves know, from the first day from which I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials, which happened to me because of the plots of the Jews; how I kept silent about nothing in order to not proclaim concerning that which is profitable to you, and teaching you publicly, that is, from house to house [church to church], solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks concerning their change of mind toward God  and concerning faith in our Lord Jesus.”


b.  Paul’s point here is that the leaders of the Ephesian church/churches know how he solemnly testified to both Jews and Greeks regarding the necessity of believing in the person and work of the Lord Jesus for eternal salvation.


c.  It was always Paul’s practice to testify to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles as Luke has repeatedly shown throughout this epistle.



(1)  Acts 14:1, “Now it came to pass in Iconium that in the same way they entered into the synagogue of the Jews, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of both Jews and Greeks believed.”



(2)  Acts 19:17, “Now this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who live in Ephesus; and fear fell upon them all; and the name of the Lord Jesus was being glorified.”


d.  Paul declares the same thing in his letters.



(1)  1 Cor 1:22-24, “In fact because the Jews keep asking for signs and the Greeks keep seeking for wisdom; indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified; on the one hand, to the Jews [it is] heresy [a scandal], and on the other hand to the Greeks [it is] idiocy [foolishness], but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”



(2)  1 Cor 9:20, “And so, I became Jewish to the Jews, in order that I might gain the Jews.”



(3)  1 Cor 10:32-33, “Be inoffensive both to the Jews and to the Greeks and to the church of God, just as I also strive to please everyone in all respects, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of the many, in order that they may be saved.”



(4)  1 Cor 12:13, “For indeed, we all have been baptized [identified] by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or freemen, in fact we were all caused to drink one Spirit.”



(5)  Eph 2:17-18, “Furthermore when He came, He proclaimed peace [reconciliation] to you, the far away ones [Gentiles], and peace to the near ones, so that through the agency of Him both [Jew & Gentile] have access by means of one Spirit to the Father.”



(6)  Rom 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the purpose of salvation for all those who believe, not only to the Jew first but also to the Gentile.”



(7)  Rom 3:29-30, “Or [is He] the God of the Jews only?  [Is He] not also [the God] of the Gentiles?  Of course [He is] also [the God] of the Gentiles, since God [is] one and the same God, who will justify the circumcision [Jews] by means of faith and the uncircumcision [Gentiles] through faith.”


(8)  Rom 10:12, “For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because the same one [is] Lord of all, being generous to all those who call upon Him.”



(9)  Gal 3:28, “There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

2.  “concerning their change of mind toward God”

a.  And what did Paul solemnly testify to the Jews about?  He testified to them about their need for a change of mind toward God.  What does Paul mean here by God, since the Jews believed in one God?  Paul is referring to the Lord Jesus as the Almighty God, the Most High God, the God of Israel.  The Jews had to change their mind about Jesus being their God, the God of Israel, and the Savior of Israel.  They did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah, and they needed to change their mind.


b.  1 Thes 1:9 helps define METANOIA, “For they themselves report about us what sort of reception we had with you and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God”


c.  Heb 6:1 helps define METANOIA, “Therefore, leaving behind the elementary instruction about Christ, let us be driven on to maturity, not laying again a foundation which consists of turning away from dead works and faith toward God,”


d.  Mk 1:15 helps define METANOIA, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent [change your mind] and believe in the gospel.”


e.  Changing one’s mind about the fact that Jesus is God and that He provided eternal salvation for anyone who would believe that He was judged for their sins on the Cross is the change of mind that God requires of all men in order to have eternal life and an eternal relationship with God.


f.  Charles Ryrie has the following to say in his work on Basic Theology: “Some Fallacies in Stating the Content of the Gospel: The Fallacy of Misunderstanding Repentance.



(1)  Repentance means a genuine change of mind that affects the life in some way.  Like other significant theological terms it must be defined specifically by asking a further question, namely, Change the mind about what?  Unsaved people can truly repent but without being saved, as, for example, to change the mind about a bad habit and to break that habit as a result.  Christians can repent of specific sins and stop doing them (Rev 2:5; 2 Cor 7:9—notice that in this verse sorrow leads to repentance [sorrow is not repentance, but it can motivate repentance], but it is not necessarily the same as repentance).  And unsaved people can repent unto salvation.



(2)  This saving repentance has to involve a change of mind about Jesus Christ so that whatever a person thought of Him before, he changes his mind and trusts Him to be his Savior.  That is the only kind or content of repentance that saves (Acts 2:38; 17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9).  However, saving repentance may be preceded by a repentance concerning sin (which activates an individual’s sense of need for forgiveness) or a repentance toward God (which alerts him to the fact that he has offended a holy God and therefore needs a way to appease Him).  This aspect of repentance (like Jn 16:8–11) is still not saving unless it is accompanied by faith in Christ (Acts 20:21).”


g.  Peter said the same thing in Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
3.  “and concerning faith in our Lord Jesus.”

a.  The unbeliever not only has to change his mind about the fact that Jesus is the Christ, but must believe in Him as their personal savior.  The construction  indicates that the change of mind and faith are two sides of the same coin.  They go together as a single unit.  They cannot be separated and you cannot have one without the other.


b.  The title Lord Jesus refers to believing in two things.



(1)  The word “Lord” indicates faith in the fact that Jesus is God.



(2)  The word “Jesus” indicates faith in the fact that the Lord was incarnate as true humanity on earth during His first advent.


c.  Paul solemnly testified to both Jews and Gentiles that they had to believe that the one and only Most High God had truly become a man named Jesus and lived on earth, and then willingly went to the Cross to bear the sins of the world as a substitute for them.


d.  Paul solemnly testified concerning the absolute necessity of trusting that these things were true.  People had to believe in the person and work of the Lord Jesus regardless of race, gender, or social standing.



(1)  Acts 2:21, “And it shall be [that] everyone who calls on the person of the Lord will be saved.”



(2)  Acts 4:12, “Furthermore, there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved.”



(3)  Acts 16:30-31, “And after leading them outside, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do, in order to be saved?’  Then they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved.’”



(4)  Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



(5)  Rom 10:13, “For ‘whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”



(6)  2 Thes 2:10, “and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”



(7)  1 Tim 2:3-4, “This is good and acceptable in the opinion of God our Savior, Who desires all mankind to be saved and to come to a full-knowledge of the truth.”
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