Acts 20:19
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 is the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to serve: serving.”


The present tense is a durative present for what Paul did during his three years in Ephesus.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle describes attendant circumstances with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the dative of direct object (the verb DOULEUW takes its direct object in the dative case) from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord”.  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun TAPEINOPHROSUNĒ, meaning “with all humility.”

“serving the Lord with all humility”
 is the additive use of the conjunctions KAI…KAI, meaning “and…and.”  With this we have the genitive of association from the neuter plural noun DAKRUON, meaning “tears”
 and the masculine plural noun PEIRASMOS, meaning “testings, trials.”

“and with tears and with trials,”

 is the genitive absolute from the masculine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb SUMBAINW, which means “to occur as event or process: happen, come about Mk 10:32; Acts 20:19; 1 Cor 10:11; 1 Pet 4:12; 2 Pet 2:22.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which” and refers to the testings/trials.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the trials through the plots of the Jews produced the action.


The participle functions like a finite verb in the genitive absolute construction.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrument of means, meaning “by or through the plots of the Jews” or the instrumental of cause, meaning “because of the plots of the Jews.”  There is no difference theologically regardless of how we translate it.  I prefer the instrumental of cause, because it makes the thought flow clearer and easier.  With this preposition we have the feminine plural article and noun EPIBOULĒ, which means “a secret plan to do something evil or cause harm: a plot Acts 23:30; 20:3; 9:24; ‘through the plots of the Judeans’ 20:19.”
  With this we have the genitive of possession or identity from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “of the Jews.”

“which happened to me because of the plots of the Jews;”

Acts 20:19 corrected translation
“serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials, which happened to me because of the plots of the Jews;”
Explanation:
1.  “serving the Lord with all humility”

a.  This verse is a continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “You yourselves know, from the first day from which I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials, which happened to me because of the plots of the Jews;”


b.  This phrase gives a fifth characteristic of the leadership of the local church—serving with humility.


c.  Leadership is characterized by humility, not humiliation.  Humility is not a doormat for other people to wipe their feet on.


d.  Leadership must have genuine humility because of the danger and temptation of arrogance from the sin nature, since the leader is in a position of authority.


e.  Humility can’t be faked.  It has to be genuine.  It has to be motivated by grace orientation and doctrinal understanding.


f.  No one can serve the Lord in a state of arrogance.  They only serve themselves.  Service is done for others, not for self.  Selflessness is a characteristic of genuine humility.


g.  Our Lord clearly taught this principle in Mk 9:35, “Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be first [a leader], he shall be last of all and servant of all.’”


h.  The reward of the servant of the Lord is promised by the Lord in Jn 12:26, “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”


i.  New Testament teachings regarding humility include the following:



(1)  1 Cor 4:21, “What do you want?  Shall I come to you with a disciplinary rod or with virtue-love and a state of mind of gracious humility.”



(2)  2 Cor 10:1, “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness of Christ, who in person on the one hand [am] subservient among you, but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”



(3)  Gal 5:22-23a, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”



(4)  Eph 4:1-3, “Therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your position [royalty], for the purpose of which you have been called, with all humility and the calm, courteous, and considerate poise of royalty, with patient endurance tolerating one another by means of unconditional love, making every effort to preserve the unity produced by the Spirit because of the bond produced by peace.”



(5)  Phil 2:3-4, “[Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.  Every one of you, stop looking out for only your own personal interests, but also every one of you [look out for] the personal interests of others.”



(6)  Col 3:12-13, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance], putting up with one another and forgiving each other, if anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].”



(7)  2 Tim 2:24-26, “Moreover, the slave of the Lord [pastor-teacher] must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil, taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth, and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap, having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”



(8)  Jam 1:21, “Therefore, having removed all pollution and the surplus of wickedness, in the state of humility receive the implanted Word, which keeps on being able to deliver your souls.”



(9)  Jam 3:13, “Who [is] wise and understanding among you?  He must demonstrate his actions by a noble [good, excellent, praiseworthy, pleasing to God] way of life in the sphere of wisdom’s humility.”



(10)  1 Pet 3:15, “But sanctify [have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward] the Lord Christ in your hearts, always ready to make a defense to any one who asks you to account for the confidence in you, but with humility and respect have an intrinsically good conscience, in order that in that which you are criticized those who verbally abuse your intrinsically good conduct in Christ might be put to shame.”



(11)  1 Pet 5:5-6, “In the same way, you new believers, obey the elders; that is, everyone, clothe yourselves in humility toward each other, because, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble.’  Therefore, humble yourselves under the powerful hand of God, in order that He might promote you at the right time.”


j.  “Humility was not seen as a virtue in the Greco-Roman world, especially by those of higher status.  The word ‘humility’ in fact was often used in a pejorative sense to mean ‘base-minded’ or ‘slavish’.  This concept is thoroughly Pauline and shows the way he tries to re-envision models of leadership in light of his servant position in relationship to the real Lord, Christ.”

2.  “and with tears and with testings,”

a.  Paul continues with another characteristic of leadership in the local church.  The leaders of a local church must have empathy and sensitivity toward others.  This is the tears part.  On the other hand they must also be able to endure testings.


b.  The testings include physical, mental, and spiritual testings.



(1)  Physical testings include hunger, thirst, illness, and even thorns in the flesh.



(2)  Mental testings are the everyday pressures from the sin nature wanting what it wants.



(3)  The spiritual testings were the rejection by the Jews in Ephesus and the Demetrius uprising.  There were probably other testings not mentioned.


c.  Paul’s tears were due to the normal things that leaders of a church go through with believers, such as the death of a loved one, the illness of loved ones, the financial disasters and personal disasters that happen in life.  This also included believer’s rejection of the word of God, Phil 3:18, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping, [they are] the enemies of the cross of Christ.”  Our Lord had the same sadness and tears over His rejection by the Jews, Lk 19:41, “When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it.”


d.  In the next clause Paul attributes these testings to the plots of the Jews.

3.  “which happened to me because of the plots of the Jews;”

a.  The plots of the Jews are the bookends of the story of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus.


b.  The first plot of the Jews was their rejection of Paul’s teachings, mentioned in Acts 19:8-9, “Then after entering the synagogue, he continued speaking out openly for three months, discussing [the things] and persuading [them] about the kingdom of God.  But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, after withdrawing from them, he took away the disciples, instructing daily in the lecture hall belonging to Tyrannus.”


c.  The final plot involved Demetrius and the silversmiths, who conspired with the Jews to get rid of Paul.  That story is found in Acts 19:23-33, with Alexander, the Jew, being put forward by the Jews to speak to the crowd.  There were probably other plots of the Jews during those three years not mentioned by Luke in his history, since he has already made his point.


d.  This characteristic of leadership in the local church is the ability to persevere under the pressure of rejection, antagonism, and revenge from others.  There are two kinds of revenge that people take against the leadership of a local church.



(1)  Active aggression comes from unbelievers who just simply hate the word of God.



(2)  Passive aggression comes from believers who no longer attend the local church in order to “show the pastor or deacons” how they really feel about the church.  This is a form of passive revenge characteristic of the first stages of reversionism.  People don’t like something they hear.  Therefore, they leave, thinking that their departure will somehow hurt the church and show the leadership how wrong or bad they are.  It is the childish behavior of immature believers.  It is the “I’ll take my ball and go home, if you don’t play by my rules” attitude.


e.  Leaders of the church have to put up with both active and passive aggression from unbelievers and believers.  The best way to handle it is to ignore it and keep moving.  Reacting to it accomplishes nothing.


f.  The attitude of the Jews is summarized by Paul in:



(1)  1 Thes 2:14-16, “For you have become imitators, brethren, of the churches of God which are in Judea, because even you suffered the very same things by your own fellow countrymen just as also those same ones from the Jews, that is, those who killed the Lord Jesus, and so they severely persecuted the prophets and us, and so are not pleasing to God, and so are hostile to all men, who tried to hinder us from speaking to the Gentiles in order that they might be saved, resulting in always filling up their sins.  But the wrath will come upon them through all eternity.”



(2)  Tit 1:10-11, “For many are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those who [are] out from the circumcision, who it is necessary to silence, who are the kind that destroy entire families, teaching things which are not necessary for the sake of dishonest profit.”


g.  “Paul in the course of almost three years in Ephesus had surely related to his Ephesian converts various of his experiences that took place elsewhere; thus even if the Jews had not plotted against him in Ephesus, this audience might well know about the plots in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Thessalonica, Beroea, and Corinth.  The subject was likely to be fresh in Paul’s mind in view of the fact that his very presence in Miletus, instead of being on a boat heading for Syria, was due to such a plot (Acts 20:3).”
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