Acts 2:9



 is the nominative of appellation from the masculine plural noun PARTHOS, meaning “Parthians” plus the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine plural noun MĒDOS, meaning “Medes,” that is a person from Media.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine plural noun ELAMITĒS, meaning “Elamites.”

“Parthians and Medes and Elamites,”

 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the articular nominative first person masculine plural present active participle of the verb KATOIKEW, which means “to inhabit.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that some of the people in the crowd produce the action of living in Mesopotamia.


The participle is a circumstantial participle, translated “those who inhabit.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MESOPOTAMIA, meaning “Mesopotamia.”  Notice this is not the genitive case and should not be translated “of Mesopotamia.”
“and those who inhabit Mesopotamia,”

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun IOUDAIA, meaning “Judea” followed by the Attic Greek coordinating conjunctions TE and KAI, meaning “both…and.”  TE follows the noun it coordinates with another noun.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KAPPADOKIA, meaning “Cappadocia.”
“both Judea and Cappadocia,”

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun PONTOS, meaning “Pontus” followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ASIA, meaning “Asia.”
“Pontus and Asia,”

Acts 2:9 corrected translation
“Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and those who inhabit Mesopotamia, both Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,”
Explanation:
1.  “Parthians and Medes and Elamites,”

a.  The Parthians.



(1)  The Parthians were the successors to the Persians; Parthia was southeast of the Caspian Sea, but in NT times its empire extended to the Euphrates River.
 



(2)  Parthia, a district southeast of the Caspian Sea, was part of the Persian empire conquered by Alexander the Great.  In the middle of the 3rd century BC their ruler led the Parthians in revolt against their Seleucid (Macedonian) rulers, and his successors eventually extended their empire from the Euphrates to the Indus River.  Their exclusive use of cavalry-bowmen made them a formidable enemy, as the Romans discovered to their cost.  In the first century AD the Parthians sought to revive the Iranian elements of their civilization at the expense of the Greek.  Their own religion was Iranian Mazdaism [no, they didn’t all own Mazdas], but they were generally tolerant of other peoples’ religions.  Parthia was one of the districts in which the deported Israelites had been settled, and according to Josephus their descendants continued to speak an Aramaic dialect and to worship the true God, sending tribute to the Temple at Jerusalem.  Consequently the Parthians in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:9) may have been only Israelites from that district, but there may have been Parthian proselytes with them.
  The Parthian Empire fell to the Sasanians early in the third century AD.


b.  The Medes.  Media was the name for northwestern Iran, southwest of the Caspian Sea, covering the modern province of Azerbaijan and part of Persian Kurdistan. The inhabitants were called Medes or Medians and were Japhethites (Gen 10:2), whose Aryan lineage is confirmed by Herodotus, Strabo and by the surviving traces of their language.  The Medes were steppe-dwellers whose name is first mentioned by Shalmaneser III who raided their plains in 836 BC to obtain their famous, finely bred horses.  The Assyrian king Adad-nirari III (810–781 BC) claims to have conquered ‘the land of the Medes and Parsua (Persia)’, as did Tiglath-pileser III (743 bc) and Sargon II (716 bc).  The latter transported Israelites to Media (2 Kg 17:6; 18:11).  Esarhaddon bound his Median vassals by treaty, but they soon rebelled and joined the Scythians and Cimmerians against the declining power of Assyria after 631 bc.  Open attacks culminated in the fall of Nineveh (612 BC) to the ruler of Media and his Babylonian allies. The Medes controlled all lands to the north of Assyria.  Media became a province of the Persian Empire in 550 BC when Cyrus the Great of Anshan (Elam) brought Media under control, capturing the capital Ecbatana and adding ‘King of the Medes’ to his titles.  Many Medes were given positions of responsibility and their customs and laws were combined with those of the Persians (Dan 6:8, 15).  Media was sometimes used to denote Persia but more usually combined with it as a major part of the new confederation (Dan 8:20; Esther 1:19).  The Medes, as seen by the prophets Isaiah (13:17) and Jeremiah (51:11, 28), took part in the capture of Babylon (Dan 5:28).  The new ruler of Babylon, Darius, was called ‘the Mede’ (Dan 11:1), being the son of Ahasuerus of Median origin (Dan 9:1).  The Medes later rebelled under Darius I and II (409 bc). The history of the Jews in Media is recounted in Esther (1:3, 14, 18–19).




c.  The Elamites.



(1)  An Elamite is an inhabitant of Elam, a district north of the Persian Gulf, east of the lower Tigris River valley.
 



(2)  The ancient name for the plain of Khuzistan just north of the Persian Gulf. Civilization in this area is as old as, and closely connected with, the cultures of lower Mesopotamia.  The Elamites cannot be certainly linked with any other known race. The reference to Elam as a son of Shem (Gen 10:22) may well reflect the presence of early Semites in this area, and there is archaeological evidence in the time of Sargon the Great (2350 BC) and his successors of their influence on the local culture.  A strong Elamite dynasty, a king being succeeded by his brother, then his son, arose about 2000 bc and gained control of several cities in Babylonia, destroying the power of the Sumerian rulers of Ur and sacking it [which is probably why the Lord told Abraham to leave Ur].  To this period of Elamite supremacy Chedorlaomer should probably be assigned (Gen 14:1).  Hammurapi of Babylon drove the Elamites out about 1760 BC, but the ‘Amorite’ dynasty, to which he belonged, fell before Hittite and Elamite attacks about 1595 BC.  Invasions of Kassites coming from the central Babylonia drove the Elamites back to Susa, until a resurgence of power enabled them to conquer and rule Babylon for several centuries (1300–1120 BC).  Among trophies taken to Susa at this time was the famous Law stele of Hammurapi.  Elamite history is obscure from 1000 BC until the campaigns of Sargon of Assyria (721–705 bc).  Sennacherib and Ashurbanipal subjected the Elamites and deported some of them to Samaria, taking Israelites to Elam (Ezra 4:9; Isa 11:11).  After the collapse of Assyria, Elam was annexed by the Indo-Europeans, who had gradually gained power in Iran following their invasions 1000 BC.  Susa, the capital of Elam, eventually became one of the three chief cities of the Medo-Persian empire.  Elam is called upon by Isaiah to crush Babylon (Isa 21:2) and this was carried out (Dan 8:2).  Yet Elam will be crushed in turn, even the famous archers defeated (Jer 25:25; 49:34–39; Isa 22:6; Ezek 32:24).  The crowd at Pentecost (Acts 2:9) contained men from as far away as Elam, presumably members of Jewish communities who had remained in exile in the semi-autonomous state of Elymais.



(3)  Jews from Elam are counted among the returnees from the Babylonian captivity in Ezra 2:7, 3:1 and 8:7.  The chiefs of the Jewish tribes in Elam were among those who set their seals to the reform covenant upon their return (Neh 10:14).

2.  “and those who inhabit Mesopotamia,”

a.  Mesopotamia is the ‘land between the rivers’, that is, the land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, that is, modern eastern Syria-northern Iraq.  It includes Harran (to which Abraham moved after leaving Ur in Babylonia) and its surrounding townships, to which Eliezer was sent to find a wife for Isaac (Gen 24:10).  Mesopotamia was the original home of Balaam (Dt 23:4; Pethor) and was the country ruled by Cushan-rishathaim when he oppressed Israel (Judg 3:8–10).  In David’s time Mesopotamia provided charioteers and horsemen to support his Ammonite opponents (1 Chr 19:6).  Greek and Roman writers after the 4th century B.C. extended the use of ‘Mesopotamia’ to describe the whole Tigris-Euphrates valley, that is, the modern state of Iraq.  Thus Stephen referred to Abraham’s original home of Ur in Babylonia as in ‘Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran’ (Acts 7:2).  Thus the NT follows the wider use of the geographical name.
 


b.  This is the land of the Babylonians, where the Jews were taken into slavery in 586 B.C., often called the Babylonian captivity.


c.  Obviously there would be many Jews from Babylon and the surrounding cities that would return to Jerusalem for the various feasts.

3.  “both Judea and Cappadocia,”

a.  Judea is the land of Israel under Roman occupation.  There would be Jews from all over Judea that would come to Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost.  “Although solidly supported by external evidence (by all Greek witnesses, and almost all versional and patristic witnesses), the word  has frequently been suspected [as a scribal insertion] because (1) it stands in an unusual sequence in the list (between Mesopotamia and Cappadocia); (2) it is properly an adjective and therefore when used as a substantive (as here) it ought to be preceded by the definite article; and (3) it involves the curious anomaly that the inhabitants of Judea should be amazed to hear the apostles speak in their own language (verse 6).”



(1)  The answer to why Judea is included in the middle of this list is simple—the order of places indicates the historical movement of the Jews of the diaspora (dispersion) from the far east (Parthia, Media, and Elam) and near east (Mesopotamia) to Judea, and then the further dispersion of Jews to the west in Alexander’s Empire (from Judea to Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia).



(2)  The answer to the objection that the inhabitants of Judea would not be amazed to hear the apostles speak in their own language is a false assumption.  The inhabitants of Judea would be amazed to hear a Galilean, who could not pronounce guttural Aramaic sounds correctly, suddenly be able to do so with perfect eloquence.


b.  Cappadocia is a province in the interior of Asia Minor and one of the places to which Peter addressed his first epistle.  “A highland province (3000 foot elevation) in the eastern part of Asia Minor, bounded on the south by the chain of Mt Taurus, on the east by the Euphrates River and on the north by Pontus, but its actual limits are vague.  It was constituted a Roman province by Tiberius, AD 17.  In AD 70 Vespasian united it with Armenia Minor as one of the great frontier bulwarks of the empire.  Under later emperors, especially Trajan, the size and importance of the province greatly increased.  It produced large numbers of sheep and horses. The trade route between Central Asia and the Black Sea ports passed through it, and it was easily accessible from Tarsus through the Cilician Gates.
 

4.  “Pontus and Asia,”

a.  Pontus.



(1)  The designation of an empire founded by the Persians in northeast Asia Minor [Turkey], extending from the Black Sea to the Caucasus mountains.  After Pompey’s conquest a part of it was made a Roman province.
 



(2)  The coastal strip of northern Asia Minor, reaching from Bithynia in the west into the highlands of Armenia to the east. The region was politically a complex of Greek republics, temple estates and Iranian baronies in the interior.  One of these houses established a kingdom whose greatest ruler, Mithridates, temporarily ejected the Romans from Asia Minor early in the first century BC.  After his defeat the western part of Pontus was administered with Bithynia as a Roman province, the eastern part being left under a Greek dynasty.  The Jews from Pontus (Acts 2:9; 18:2) presumably came from the Greek coastal states.  We know nothing of the origin of Christianity there, but it was represented by the time of 1 Pet. 1:1.
  Pontus and Asia are both areas to which Peter addressed his epistles, 1 Pet 1:1.



(3)  According to Philo, a first-century Jewish author, Jews lived throughout Pontus.  Acts 18:2 mentions a Jewish native of Pontus named Aquila who, with his wife Priscilla, left Rome during Claudius’ eviction of Jews, and met Paul in Corinth.
 


b.  Asia.



(1)  A Roman province in western Asia Minor [Turkey], formed in 133–130 B.C., from the time of Augustus ruled by proconsuls.



(2)  This area includes the cities of Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis, Hierapolis, Colossae, Laodicea, Smyrna, Thyatira, and Philadelphia.
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