Acts 2:42



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they were” or “they kept on.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect of duration, which describes a continuous past action.


The active voice indicates that the believers were producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROSKARTEREW, which means “(1) to stick by or be close at hand: attach oneself to, wait on, or be faithful to someone, Acts 8:13; 10:7 a military aide. Of a boat, to stand ready Mk 3:9; (2) to persist in something: busy oneself with, be busily engaged in, be devoted to: Acts 1:14; 2:46; 6:4; Rom 12:12; 13:6; Col 4:2; hold fast to, continue in, persevere in something with the dative of thing Acts 2:42.”
  Both meanings are probable here—they were devoted to and held fast to the apostles’ teaching.

The present tense is a descriptive/durative present which describes a continuing action.


The active voice indicates that these new believers kept on producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and with the previous verb EIMI form an imperfect periphrastic construction.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDACHE, meaning “the teaching” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “of the apostles” or “the apostles’ teaching.”
“Now they were continually devoted to [and held fast to/persevered in] the apostles’ teaching”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KOINWNIA, which means “close association involving mutual interests and sharing: association, communion, fellowship, close relationship 1 Cor 1:9; 2 Cor 6:14; 13:13; Phil 1:5; 2:1; 1 Jn 1:3, 6-7; Rom 15:26; (harmonious) unity Acts 2:42.”
  Then we have the appositional dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KLASIS, meaning “to the breaking” (BDAG, p. 546) with the objective genitive
 from the masculine singular article and noun ARTOS, meaning “of bread.”  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional dative of direct object from the feminine plural article and noun PROSEUCHE, which means “to prayers.”  The noun ‘fellowship’ is further defined by the two appositional datives ‘breaking of bread’ and ‘prayers’.
“and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayers.”
Acts 2:42 corrected translation
“Now they were continually devoted to [and held fast to/persevered in] the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayers.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now they were continually devoted to [and held fast to/persevered in] the apostles’ teaching”

a.  Luke continues his narration by describing the general attitude and conduct of the spiritual life of these new believers in Christ.

b.  The first and most important characteristic of these believers was their positive volition to the teaching of the Word of God by the apostles.  This cannot be emphasized enough.  They were not characterized by the manifestation of spiritual gifts, their piety, their holiness, what they had given up or what they were doing different.  They were characterized most importantly by their devotion, belief in, and perseverance in listening to and learning what the apostles had to teach.

c.  Note also that the most important function of the apostles was to teach the message of God.  This, above all, was first and foremost as what God expected of them.  Peter was clearly fulfilling the command of the Lord to feed His sheep.


d.  The imperfect periphrastic construction tells us this positive volition continued for an unspecified length of time.  They were not just flash in the pan Christians—positive today and gone tomorrow.


e.  These believers were no longer listening to what the organized religion of the Levitical priests had to teach.  These believers had a far higher and better teaching from the apostles than they could ever get from the Levitical priests.


f.  These believers held fast to and persevered in the apostles’ teaching, which means that they kept coming back to learn more, they didn’t give up because they didn’t understand what they heard the first time they heard it, and they kept on applying what they learned in their everyday life.


g.  To persevere or hold fast to someone’s teaching means to continue to believe it and to continue to live it.  Believing it isn’t enough.  You also have to live what you believe.  If you don’t live what you believe, then you really don’t believe it.  These believers persevered in living what they believed.  “The steady persistence in the apostles’ teaching means (a) that the Christians listened to the apostles whenever they taught and (b) that they assiduously practiced what they heard.”

2.  “and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayers.”

a.  In addition to being devoted to, holding fast to, and persevering in the apostles’ teaching these new believers also kept on being devoted to fellowship with God and fellowship with one another.

b.  These believers were devoted to close association and relationship with one another.  This is another way of saying that they took care of each other.

c.  A fellowship is a fraternity, a sorority, a brotherhood in which all the members of the association provide for and care for one another.  This is the function of unconditional love toward all.


d.  The word ‘fellowship’ certainly means that they were devoted to being in fellowship with God, but that is not the emphasis from this context.  The emphasis here is on the close relationship that these believers had with one another, so that their group was clearly identifiable to the rest of the Jews in Jerusalem as being those who believed in Jesus as the Messiah.


e.  These believers held fast to and persevered in their fellowship with one another.  They didn’t desert one another at the first sign of persecution.


f.  Luke then further defines this fellowship by adding two of the most obvious and visible manifestations of this fellowship—the communion service and prayer.


g.  The Christian fellowship of these believers was characterized by their obedience to the Lord’s command—“do this in remembrance of Me.”  They regularly remembered the person and work of the Lord by observing the Eucharist or Lord’s table.  Breaking of bread was done at the beginning of a meal and was done to commemorate the fellowship our Lord had with His disciples.  The apostles taught this to the new believers and they would remember the Lord with this ritual.

h.  When the believers assembled for the teaching by the apostles a common meal was shared by all (probably the first church pot luck luncheons).  We are not told how often this common meal occurred; only that it did occur.  Whenever this common meal was included in their worship, the Lord was remembered by the breaking of bread.


i.  The other thing that characterized the fellowship of these new believers was their devotion to prayers.  The Jews prayed three times a day, and this practice was continued in the early church (which is why the word PROSEUCHE is in the plural).  These believers persevered in prayers for one another, for their nation, and for self.  They believed the Lord’s teachings about prayer:


(1)  Mt 7:7, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”



(2)  Mt 7:11, “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”



(3)  Mt 18:19, “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.”



(4)  Mt 21:22, “And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”



(5)  Jn 14:13-14, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”


j.  Therefore, these new believers were devoted to and persevered in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with God and one another, which was characterized by remembering the Lord in the Eucharist and by prayers.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (881). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (552). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Wallace, Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, p. 119.


� C. K. Barrett, ICC, p. 163.





PAGE  
1

