Acts 2:41
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 is the nominative masculine plural articular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb APODECHOMAI, which means “to show approval by accepting; to accept something Acts 2:41.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completion or results of a past action.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, those people in the crowd with positive volition to the message of the gospel produced the action of accepting what Peter and the others said as true.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the affirmative particle MEN used with the inferential conjunction OUN to “denote continuation, translated: so, then Lk 3:18 and especially in Acts: 1:6, 18; 2:41; 5:41; 8:25; 9:31; 11:19; 13:4; 14:3; 15:3, 30; 16:5; 17:12, 17, 30; 19:32; 23:18, 22, 31; 25:4; 26:4, 9; 28:5.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his proclamation, instruction, teaching, message Lk 4:32; 10:39; Jn 4:41; 17:20; Acts 2:41; 4:4; 10:44; 20:7; 1 Cor 1:17; 2:1,”
 and referring to all that Peter had said.  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized” and refers here to the ritual of water baptism as a picture of being identified with Jesus as the Messiah.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the new believers received the action of being baptized or identified with Jesus as the Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“So then, those who had accepted his message were baptized;”

 is the continuative/additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb PROSTITHEMI, which means “to add; to be added” (BDAG, p. 885).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the new believers received the action of being baptized or identified with Jesus as the Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time (BDAG, p. 329 pt. 10b) from the feminine singular article and noun HEMERA with the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as an adjective, meaning “on that day.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun PSUCHE, means “souls” plus the adverb of degree HWSEI, meaning “about” (BDAG, p. 1106) and the nominative feminine plural cardinal adjective TRISCHILIOI, meaning “three thousand” (BDAG, p. 1016).
“and about three thousand souls were added on that day.”

Acts 2:41 corrected translation
“So then, those who had accepted his message were baptized; and about three thousand souls were added on that day.”
Explanation:
1.  “So then, those who had accepted his message were baptized;”

a.  The conclusion and result of Peter’s message was that many believed what he said about Jesus.  They believed that Jesus was the Christ, that He was judged for their sins on the Cross, that He died and rose from the dead, that He ascended into heaven, and was seated at the right hand of God the Father.  They believed in Christ.  Their acceptance of the message was their belief in Christ.


b.  The demonstration of their faith in Christ was their willingness to enter into the simple ritual of water baptism.  This ritual was the visible demonstration and testimony by each individual that they had identified themselves with Jesus as the Messiah.  This ritual was their public confession of their belief that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.


c.  Note that this ritual of water baptism was a physical and visual symbol of the reality of their being entered into union with Christ spiritually.  Water baptism did not and does not save anyone.  It is a picture of a saved person being identified with Christ.


d.  Note the passive voice of BAPTIZW.  The believer receives their identification with Christ after having accepted the message of the gospel.  Unbelievers are not baptized for salvation.  Believers are baptized to demonstrate they have believed.


e.  These new believers were immediately willing to identify themselves with Jesus as the Messiah rather than the crooked generation led by the Sanhedrin.  Their water baptism was an important visible signal that they had separated themselves from the thinking and attitudes of their degenerate leaders.


f.  “The baptism of 3000 in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41), a city without a river, casts doubt on the usual assumption that all NT baptisms were by immersion.”
  On the other hand “the presence of a fairly large number of immersion pools by the staircase leading to the temple beyond doubt indicates provision for a multitude of ritual immersions as worshipers approached the temple mount.  Some scholars have suggested that this would be the most feasible place for the baptism of the three thousand to have taken place on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41).”


g.  The critical importance of these believers being baptized was not that they were baptized with water, but what the baptism meant.  It meant that they had accepted Jesus as the Messiah, something which the political and religious leaders of Israel totally rejected and would do everything they could to prevent.

2.  “and about three thousand souls were added on that day.”

a.  The crowd that had gathered at the sound of “the  noise like the rushing of a violent wind” was probably more than 3000 people, for there were those in the crowd who were ridiculing these believers and calling them all drunk.


b.  However, the implication here is that the vast majority of those who heard Peter’s proclamation of the gospel message believed in Christ.


c.  To what were these 3000 souls added?  They were added to the 120 believers that already existed.  They were added to the Church, the royal family of God.


d.  The Holy Spirit’s ministries of common grace (making the message of the gospel a reality in the soul), convicting (making the unbeliever acutely aware of his/her sinfulness and need of salvation), and efficacious grace (making the unbeliever’s faith effective for salvation) functioned for the first time in the Church Age on that day.  It was a day of great victory for God in the angelic conflict.


e.  As we shall see in Acts 2:47, “And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  In addition another 5000 were added later according to Acts 4:4.  So the Jerusalem church becomes the first ‘Megachurch’ with 8000 plus people and growing.
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