Acts 2:34



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the negative OU, meaning “not” and the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun DAUID, meaning “David.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANABAINW, which means “to go up; ascend” (BDAG, p. 58).


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which views the entire process of ascension as a past fact, which is negated by the negative adverb OU.


The active voice indicates that David produced the action of not ascending into heaven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “into heaven.”  Notice that there is no relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” or the verb EIMI, meaning “it is” as in the NASV translation.

“For David did not ascend into heaven,”

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: he says.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for something that happened in the past and continues right now in the permanent record of the Word of God.


The active voice indicates that David produces the action of speaking in the Word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “himself.”
“but he himself says:”

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord God [the Father] produced the action of saying something to David’s Lord—the Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to my Lord” and referring to David’s ‘Lord’, that is, the Lord Jesus Christ.
““The Lord said to my Lord,”

 is the second person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATHEMAI, which means “to sit.”


The present tense is a tendential present, describing an action that is proposed but not yet taking place at the moment God the Father uttered these words to Christ, but is now a descriptive present for what is currently occurring.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action of sitting at the right side of God the Father.


The imperative mood is a command/request by God the Father to the humanity of Christ.

Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural adjective DEXIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “at someone’s right, that is, at the place of honor; of the Messiah Mt 20:21, 23; Mk 10:37, 40; of God Mt 22:44; 26:64; Mk 12:36; 14:62; 16:19; Lk 20:42; 22:69; Acts 2:34; Heb 1:13.”
  This is clearly an idiomatic expression.  Literally it says “from my rights.”

“‘Sit at My right hand,”

Acts 2:34 corrected translation
“For David did not ascend into heaven, but he himself says: “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand,”
Explanation:
1.  “For David did not ascend into heaven,”

a.  Peter continues by explaining the obvious fact that David did not ascend into heaven.  David’s bones and grave were still very much in the city of Jerusalem.


b.  Therefore, since David’s body still lay in the grave in Jerusalem, as they all knew, there was no possible way he could have ascended bodily into heaven.


c.  The fact is so blatant that Peter does not need to prove his point or elaborate further.

2.  “but he himself says:”

a.  Instead of ascending into heaven, David talks about someone else ascending into heaven and being seated at the right side of God.


b.  Peter now quotes what David said in Ps 110:1 about the person who did ascend into heaven, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”


c.  This passage is quoted several times in the New Testament: Mt 22:44; Mk 12:36; Lk 20:42-43; Heb 1:13; 10:12.


d.  Peter uses the same logical argument that he heard Jesus use.



(1)  Mt 22:41-46, “Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: ‘What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?’ They said to Him, ‘The son of David.’  He said to them, ‘Then how does David in the Spirit call Him “Lord,” saying,

“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet’”?

If David then calls Him “Lord,” how is He his son?’  No one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that day on to ask Him another question.”



(2)  Mk 12:35-37, “And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, ‘How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?  David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet.”’  David himself calls Him “Lord”; so in what sense is He his son?’ And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him.”

3.  ““The Lord said to my Lord,”

a.  “The Lord” is the Lord God, that is, God the Father.  The word “my” refers to David who is the one speaking in this quote.  The second word “Lord” refers to David’s Lord, that is, to the Lord Jesus Christ, the God of Israel, and therefore, the David’s God or Lord.


b.  God the Father is thus making a statement to David’s Lord, the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.  “‘Sit at My right hand,”

a.  God the Father asks the humanity of Christ to sit in the place of highest honor and authority—at His right side.


b.  The imperative mood is a command to the humanity of Christ, but also a request of the person of the second member of the Trinity.  God does not need to order God to do anything, for all three members of the Trinity are in full agreement with each other at all times.


c.  The session of Christ in the place of highest honor is explained by Paul in Eph 1:20-22, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven far beyond every ruler and authority, both angelic power and angelic lord, that is, every title that can be named, not only in this age [Church Age] but also in the one destined to come [Millennium].  Furthermore He [God the Father] has subordinated all things [angels and humans] under His [Christ’s] feet; and He has appointed Him ruler over all things with reference to the church.”


d.  The fact that Christ is at the right hand side of God the Father is also declared in:



(1)  Col 3:1, “Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ (and you have), desire to possess the things above [escrow blessings] where Christ is sitting at the right side of God.”



(2)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His [the Father's] glory and the exact representation of His [the Father’s] essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”



(3)  Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said, ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”



(4)  Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”



(5)  Heb 10:12, “but He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, has sat down at the right side of God.”



(6)  Heb 12:2, “by fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine, who because of His prospective joy endured the Cross, disregarding the shame [disgrace], and so has sat down at the right side of the throne of God.”


e.  In our Lord’s trial before the Sanhedrin, He proclaimed that He would be exalted to the right hand of God.  His declaration had now been fulfilled, Lk 22:66-71, “When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they led Him away to their council chamber, saying, ‘If You are the Christ, tell us’.  But He said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask a question, you will not answer.  But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God’.  And they all said, ‘Are You the Son of God, then?’  And He said to them, ‘Yes, I am’.  Then they said, ‘What further need do we have of testimony?  For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth’.”
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