Acts 2:33



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and adjective DEXIOS, which means “at the right side” or “at the right hand.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to God the Father.
Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb HUPSOW, which means “to be lifted up; to be exalted (to heaven) by the Power of God Acts 2:33.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results or completion of a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Christ received the action of having been exalted to the right hand of God the Father.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb, ‘He has poured forth’.
“Therefore, having been exalted to the right hand of God,”
 is the conjunction TE, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, meaning “the promise” (BDAG, p. 355) plus the genitive of simple apposition
 (or possibly the adverbial genitive of reference, meaning “concerning” or “about” or the objective genitive) from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA plus the article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “consisting of or which is the Holy Spirit.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive: having received.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the incarnate Christ produced the action of receiving the promise of the Holy Spirit.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb, ‘He has poured forth’.

This is followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun PATER, meaning “from the Father” and referring to God the Father.
“and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EKCHEW, which means “to pour out” (BDAG, p. 312).

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that the exalted humanity of Christ has produced the action.


The indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” plus the accusative neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to this crowd of unbelievers.  The KAI in brackets is only found in Codex B (Vaticanus) and the corrector of Codex D, while is absence occurs in all other manuscripts.  The text makes perfect sense without it, which indicates that it is probably a scribal addition for clarification.  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verbs BLEPW, meaning “to see” and AKOUW, meaning “to hear,” which are connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the crowd of unbelievers produce the action of seeing and hearing the manifestation of God the Holy Spirit in the spiritual gift of believers speaking in foreign languages.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“He has poured out this which you see and hear.”
Acts 2:33 corrected translation
“Therefore, having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which you see and hear.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, having been exalted to the right hand of God,”

a.  Peter now states what can be inferred from the resurrection of Christ—the exaltation of Christ to the right hand of God the Father.  God the Father didn’t just exalt the humanity of Christ by raising Him from the dead, but further exalted Him by accepting His humanity in heaven and seating Him at His right side—the place of honor and authority. 

b.  The Old Testament background for this verse is Ps 68:18, “You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your captives; You have received gifts among men, even among the rebellious also, that the Lord God may dwell there,” which is quoted in Eph 4:8, “Therefore, it says, ‘When He ascended into heaven, He took captive prisoners of war; He gave gifts to men.’”

c.  The exaltation of Christ includes both His resurrection and session, but the emphasis is clearly on His session, which is the formal acceptance of His humanity in heaven as perfect and acceptable to God the Father.


d.  Our Lord’s humanity was perfect both in His physical body, which was sinless, but also in His soul, which was totally obedient to the will of the Father.


e.  Therefore, God the Father exalted the humanity of our Lord by raising His body and soul from Hades and the grave.  God the Father then exalted the humanity of our Lord by accepting Him in heaven and giving Him the place of honor and authority.


f.  Other Scriptures that state the fact of the session and exaltation of the humanity of Christ include:



(1)  Rom 8:34, “Who [is] the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus [is] the One who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”



(2)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He made operational in Christ, when He [God the Father] raised Him [Jesus Christ] from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven.”


(3)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His [the Father's] glory and the exact representation of His [the Father’s] essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”


(4)  1 Pet 3:22, “Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”


g.  Some commentators say that the phrase “the right hand of God” is not a locative, but an instrumental case, meaning that the humanity of Christ was exalted to heaven “by the right of God.”  The problem with this is the statement in Eph 1:20, where the preposition EN is found with the phrase and explained by BDAG, “at the right hand of an eminent person, especially a royal figure (for a king’s right hand as emblematic of prestige) Gal 2:9; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet 3:22; Acts 2:33; 5:31; to sit at someone’s right, that is, at the place of honor: of the Messiah Mt 20:21, 23; Mk 10:37, 40; of God Mt 22:44; 26:64; Mk 12:36; 14:62; 16:19; Lk 20:42; 22:69; Acts 2:34; Heb 1:13; stand on the right as the place of honor Acts 7:55f.”
  The fact that this statement is local rather than instrumental is seen in Ps 110:1, which is quoted five times in the New Testament, “The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’”
2.  “and having received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father,”

a.  One thing is clear in this statement—our Lord received from God the Father a promise related to God the Holy Spirit.  This promise was mentioned by our Lord in:



(1)  Lk 24:49, “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high,” and Acts 1:4-5, “And then after assembling [them], He commanded them not to leave from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s promise, ‘Which you heard from Me; for on the one hand John baptized with water, but on the other hand you will be baptized by the Holy Spirit within a few days.’”  So also Jn 15:26, “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.”


(2)  The genitive of apposition tells us that the promise was the promise consisting of God the Holy Spirit, that is, that God the Holy Spirit would be given to all Church Age believers.



(3)  What is not clear is when our Lord received this promise?  Did He receive the promise in eternity past before human history?  Did He receive the promise during His incarnation?  Did He receive the promise from the Father after His session?

b.  In Joel 2:28 the deity of Christ, the God of Israel makes a promise to Israel through the prophet that He will pour out His Spirit on all believers who enter the millennial reign of Christ.  This passage says nothing of our Lord receiving a promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father.

c.  The implication of the statement of our Lord in Jn 16:7-15 is that our Lord had already received this promise from the Father, but again, we do not know when this promise was given.
“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  …I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.  He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.”

d.  The promise of Holy Spirit from the Father can be explained by its results, described by Paul in Eph 4:7-8, 11-12, “But to each one of us grace is given according to the measure of the gift from Christ.  Therefore, it [Ps 68] says, ‘When He ascended into heaven, He took captive prisoners of war; He gave gifts to men.  …And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ.”

e.  One thing we know for certain is that our Lord Jesus Christ did not pour out these spiritual gifts on Church Age believers until after being exalted at the right hand of the Father.


f.  Apparently it was a part of our Lord’s exaltation that He receive the gift of the various ministries of the Holy Spirit to Church Age believers.  The promise of this gift of the Holy Spirit’s ministries to believers could have been given to Christ in eternity past or during His incarnation.  The time of the promise is not the critical issue.  The issue is that God the Father made a promise to God the Son, which our Lord believed, and which was fulfilled by God the Father as evidenced by what was happening.


g.  Hence, after our Lord’s exaltation in heaven at His session, our Lord received the gift from God the Father of the Holy Spirit.  This gift was previously promised to our Lord.  The promise is now fulfilled.  Our Lord then sends the Holy Spirit to help all Church Age believers.

h.  The promise of the Holy Spirit means “the promise which consists of the Holy Spirit.”

3.  “He has poured out this which you see and hear.”

a.  The subject “He” refers to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the One pouring out the spiritual gift of tongues on all these 120 believers.  This corresponds with the statement in Eph 4:8, ‘He gave gifts to men’.

b.  God the Father promised that God the Holy Spirit would have a significant impact and ministry in the spiritual lives of Church Age believers just as He had in the spiritual life of Christ.  This promise began its fulfillment on the day of Pentecost by what this crowd of unbelievers saw and heard.

c.  What this crowd of unbelievers saw was the fulfillment of God the Father’s promise.  What this crowd heard was promise of eternal life from God the Father in the message of eternal salvation.

d.  The fact that these people who believed that Christ was the Messiah have received a supernatural spiritual gift from God is another conclusive proof that Christ was the Messiah.  Otherwise, why would God give a supernatural spiritual ability for those who believed in Christ to speak about Him in languages unknown to them.  If the same spiritual gift had been given to the unbelievers in the crowd, then it proves that Jesus was not the Messiah.  But the fact that those who believed Christ was the Messiah received this supernatural spiritual gift is decisive proof of His Messiahship.  This logical argument was not lost on the crowd.  They understood it immediately.

e.  F. F. Bruce summarizes the passage as follows: “he who had earlier received the 
Spirit for the public discharge of his own earthly ministry had now received the same Spirit to impart to his representatives, in order that they might continue, and indeed share in, the ministry which he had begun.  His present impartation of the Spirit to them, attended as it was by sensible signs, was a further open vindication of the claim that he was the exalted Messiah.”
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