Acts 2:32



 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective, plus the masculine singular article and noun IESOUS, meaning “This Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANISTEMI, which means literally “to stand up; to raise up.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which describes an entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  The Greek adverb PALIN, meaning “again” does not occur here, and is not justified in the translation.
“This Jesus God raised up,”
 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “concerning Whom” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ (the masculine singular noun IESOUS) in His state of resurrection.  (If this relative pronoun were in the neuter singular, then the correct translation would be “which” as in the NASV.  Also being in the genitive it would have been translated ‘of which’, were it in the neuter gender.  Had it been in the dative case, then you could translate it ‘to which’.  So it is doubly wrong in the NASV translation.)  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we all” and referring to all the apostles and many other people in the group, such as the various women who saw the resurrected Christ.  Because this pronoun is stated and also inherent in the verb, the addition of the pronoun makes the statement emphatic.  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a descriptive and static/aoristic present, which describes the action as now going on and a static fact that will always be true.


The active voice indicates that the apostles and others produced the action or state of being witnesses of the resurrected Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”  The correct translation is “we all are witnesses,” not “we are all witnesses,” which would have been:

 instead of:

The adjective PAS goes with the personal pronoun EGW and not with the noun MARTUS, as cited by BDAG, p. 783.
“concerning Whom we all are witnesses.”
Acts 2:32 corrected translation
“This Jesus God raised up, concerning Whom we all are witnesses.”
Explanation:
1.  “This Jesus God raised up,”

a.  This is the second direct statement by a Christian that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  The first was in verse 24, “Whom God raised, bringing to an end the great pain of death, because it was impossible that He be held by it.”  This is the central message of Christianity, and the divine truth that Satan desperately seeks to deny.

b.  The word ‘Jesus’ emphasizes the humanity of Christ.  Deity cannot be raised from the dead, because deity is omnipresent and cannot die.


c.  The word ‘God’ refers to both God the Father and God the Spirit.



(1)  The fact that God the Father raised Christ is stated in:




(a)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”




(b)  Rom 8:11, “Now if the Spirit from Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you and He does, He who raised Christ from the dead will also make alive your mortal bodies by the agency of His Spirit who resides in you.”



(c)  Gal 1:1, “Paul, the apostle, (not from the source of men, nor through the agency of mankind, but through the agency of Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him out from the dead)”




(d)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He [God the Father, see verse 17] made operational in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven.”


(2)  The fact that God the Holy Spirit raised Christ is stated in:




(a)  1 Pet 3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the Righteous One as a substitute for the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring all of you to God [the Father], on the one hand having been put to death in the flesh, but on the other hand having been made alive by means of the Spirit;”




(b)  Rom 1:4, “who was declared ‘The Son of God’ powerfully in relation to the Spirit of Holiness by means of resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,”




(c)  Col 2:13, “Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He [God the Holy Spirit] raised you together with Him [the Lord Jesus Christ], having forgiven us all our sins,”


d.  “The earliest teaching of the apostles consisted essentially of three propositions: (a) that Jesus was the Christ (Acts 3:18); (b) that He was risen from the dead (Acts 1:22; 2:24, 32); and (c) that salvation was by faith in His name (Acts 2:38; 3:16).”


e.  The resurrection of Christ is confirmed by the following statements of Scripture:



(1)  Rom 4:24, “but also because of us, to whom it was destined to be credited, because we have believed on Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,”



(2)  Rom 6:5, “For if we have become united with [Him] in the likeness of His death and we have, certainly we shall also be [united with Him in the likeness] of His resurrection.”



(3)  Rom 6:9, “knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.”



(4)  Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”



(5)  Rom 8:34, “Who [is] the One who condemns?  Christ Jesus [is] the One who died, but more importantly, Who was raised, Who is also at the right hand of God, Who also petitions on behalf of us.”



(6)  Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



(7)  1 Cor 6:14, “Now God not only raised the Lord, but also will raise us from the dead through His power.”



(8)  1 Cor 15:4, “and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”



(9)  1 Cor 15:12-21, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?  And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also [to be] false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.  Consequently also those who have fallen asleep [died] in Christ have perished.  If in this life we are having confidence alone in Christ (and we are), we are the most miserable of all men.  But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  Therefore, because death [came] through man, resurrection from the dead also [came] through man.”


(10)  2 Cor 4:14, “knowing that the One who raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and bring [us] before [Him] together with you.”



(11)  2 Cor 5:15, “In fact He died as a substitute for everyone, in order that the living might no longer live for the benefit of themselves but for the benefit of Him who died as a substitute for them and was raised.”



(12)  Eph 1:20, “which [mighty ruling power] He [God the Father] made operational in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in heaven.”


(13)  Eph 2:6, “and caused us to be raised up together with Him and caused [us] to sit together with [Him] in heaven in Christ Jesus,”


(14)  Col 2:12, “having been buried together with Him by means of the baptism [of the Holy Spirit], by means of which baptism also you all are raised together because of your faith in the operational power of God who raised Him out from the dead.”



(15)  Col 3:1, “Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ (and you have), desire to possess the things above where Christ is sitting at the right side of God.”



(16)  Phil 3:10, “that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection and participation in His sufferings, taking on the same form [of sufferings] with reference to His death,”



(17)  1 Thes 1:10, “and to wait for His Son from the heavens, whom He raised up out from the dead, Jesus, the one who delivers us from the coming wrath.”



(18)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”



(19)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”



(20)  1 Pet 3:21, “which [water][is] in fact a representation, the baptism now saving you—not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but the appeal to God from an intrinsically good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

f.  “Jesus’ resurrection has always been understood as something unique; it was the defeat of death, not a return to life like Lazarus’s raising.  It followed a unique life and an atoning death, and thus it means more to say that Jesus rose from the dead than it would to say that anyone else did so.  Significantly Jesus predicted several times that He would rise (Mt 16:21; 17:9, 23; 20:19; 26:32; 27:63f; 28:6f; Mk 14:28; Lk 9:22; Mk. 8:31; 9:9, 31; 10:34; Lk 18:33; 24:7, 46; etc.).  To see all these repeated and confident predictions as the creation of the early Church is difficult.  If the Gospel records are trustworthy, then Jesus did predict that He would rise.  His veracity is involved.  Also the Christians emphasized the Resurrection when they first set about preaching in Jerusalem (Acts 1:22; 2:24, 32; 3:15; etc.).  That Jesus rose from the dead after He had been killed gripped them and became the main point in their proclamation.  Certainly the early Church was built on the preaching of the Resurrection.  If there had been no Resurrection there could have been no preaching; the Resurrection was central for the believers and gave them their message.  If there was no Resurrection Christianity was built on a foundation of sand.  Paul in particular saw the Resurrection as fundamentally important; without it Christian preaching and faith were vain and empty (1 Cor 15:14).  He affirmed confidently that Christ had risen and that this is the assurance that redemption has been accomplished and that believers will one day rise. He saw the Resurrection as closely linked to the divine power in the believer’s life (Rom 6:9–11; Eph 1:19f; Phil 3:10).”


g.  The Proof of the Resurrection of Christ.  “Matthew Arnold called Jesus’ resurrection ‘the best-attested fact in human history’, and judged by traditional historical criteria it certainly comes out well.  Some historians object since the Resurrection is unique: we have nothing with which to compare it, no class in which to put it. Traditionally three main lines of evidence attest it.


(1)  The Empty Tomb.




(a)   The four Gospels agree that Jesus’ body was placed in a tomb after His crucifixion and that two days later the tomb was empty. There are differences in the accounts but impressive agreement on the main fact.  Kirsop Lake suggested that the women came to the wrong tomb and when they were told ‘He is not here’ (Mk. 16:6), meaning ‘He is in another tomb’, they misunderstood and spread the story of a resurrection.  Such an explanation raises more questions than it answers.  Why did the women experience “trembling and astonishment” and fear (Mk 16:8)?  These are not normal responses to the suggestion that one is looking in the wrong place.  And did no one ever find the right tomb?  Improbabilities abound, so that Lake’s idea is seldom advanced today.



(b)  Significantly no one in NT times seems to have disputed the point.  Pannenberg points out that Jewish polemic [an aggressive attack on or refutation of the opinions or principles of another] ‘shared the conviction with its Christian opponents that Jesus’ grave was empty’.  All known traditions agree that the tomb was empty (though disagreement exists as to whether the body was raised or removed).  Paul does not specifically say that the tomb was empty. Consequently some scholars have argued that he knew nothing of the empty grave, but relied wholly on the appearances.  But the vanished body is clearly in mind when Paul says that Jesus “was buried, that he was raised on the third day …” (1 Cor 15:4); these words mean that if a physical body was buried, then a physical body was raised.  In fact Paul’s treatment of the resurrection of believers clearly implies this. “We shall all be changed,” he writes, and then explains that “this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality” (1 Cor 15:52f).  Paul does not refer to the survival of an immortal soul but to a change in this mortal body, and integral to his whole argument is that Jesus has undergone this change.  The speeches in Acts also imply an empty tomb.  For example, ‘he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption’ (Acts 2:31), and ‘they … laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead’ (Acts 13:29f).



(c)  Now if the tomb was empty the question of how this came about confronts us. Apart from the Resurrection itself the only explanation is that friends or foes removed the body. But friends would not have done this.  Although citing no evidence Joseph Klausner held Joseph of Arimathea responsible for the deed.  Klausner’s reasoning has convinced few.  The disciples did not expect a resurrection and no evidence exists of a conspiracy to steal the body as the chief priests and Pharisees feared (Mt 27:64).  Moreover, these enemies of Jesus secured a guard over the tomb to prevent any grave robbing (27:65f).  The conclusive objection, however, is that the early disciples suffered for preaching the Resurrection, as the early chapters of Acts clearly show.  If they had stolen the body they would not have been ready to suffer for saying that Jesus rose.  And if the sect was troublesome enough to be persecuted, the Jewish leaders would have been eager to purchase information about the theft and the location of the body.  The whole suggestion is improbable.  The idea that Jesus’ enemies removed the body is no better.  They would have had even less motive than His friends.  By taking the body Jesus’ enemies would have ironically encouraged resurrection stories to arise.  And, of course, the guard would have presented as big a difficulty to them as to the Christians.  But what is conclusive is the enemies’ failure to produce the body when Jesus’ followers began to make converts.  Producing the body would have disproven the Resurrection once and for all.  It would have dealt a death blow to the new sect.  That the Jewish leaders did not do so evinces that they did not have the body.  W. H. Griffith Thomas, quoting Fairbairn, stated, ‘The silence of the Jews is as significant as the speech of the Christians’.



(d)  Significantly the grave clothes were undisturbed (Lk 24:12; Jn 20:6f).  Long ago Chrysostom pointed out that grave robbers would not have stolen the body naked because of time restraints and other difficulties (‘it was buried with much myrrh, which glues linen to the body not less firmly than lead’).  The Gospels describe an orderly scene, not one of confusion that would have resulted had the grave clothes been torn from the body. That something extraordinary had taken place is shown by the fact that the beloved disciple “saw and believed” (Jn 20:8).


(2)  The Post-resurrection Appearances.



(a)  The five written accounts (the four Gospels and 1 Cor 15) tell of ten different appearances by Jesus after the Resurrection, five on the first day, five more spread over forty days, then an abrupt cessation.  Although it is not easy to fit together the events of the first Easter morning, it is not impossible.  Westcott (Gospel According to St. John [1954], pp. 335f) and others have done it.  Knowing which, if any, is the correct reconstruction is impossible, but each certainly shows a possible arrangement of the information in a credible sequence.  Moreover, the problem of varying accounts is not confined to the Resurrection; problems arising from differences in details in the sources attend almost every event in history, but this does not shake our certainty about the main events.  Differences in the scriptural records only indicate accounts from independent witnesses, not the repetition of an official tale.



(b)  Significantly great variety exists among the witnesses. The first to see Jesus were women, which is an incidental note of veracity.  A manufactured story would have indicated only men, for the Jews did not accept the testimony of women (Josephus gave the rule, ‘From women let no evidence be accepted, because of the levity and temerity of their sex;’).  But Jesus also appeared to one person (e.g., Cephas, 1 Cor 15:5), to two on the way to Emmaus (Lk 24:13–15), to the Eleven (Jn 20:24–28), and on one occasion to more than five hundred (1 Cor 15:6).  Especially important is Paul, an intelligent and well-educated man and one with a bias against the Christians.  But he is emphatic that he saw the risen Jesus, and this certainty altered the whole course of his subsequent life.  This must have occurred within a very few years of the crucifixion (compare the time notes in Gal 1:18; 2:1), and perhaps as little as one year.  Importantly Paul made the claim early, for his letters, the oldest available documents that record this claim, were written within twenty or thirty years of Jesus’ death.  Paul says that “most” of the five hundred to whom Jesus appeared were still alive (1 Cor 15:6); thus they could be interrogated. That there is no evidence of any serious attempt to refute the testimony to the Resurrection is significant.



(c)  Objections raised in regard to the appearance narratives include that they are not coherent, and that they give contradictory accounts for the locations of the appearances; e.g., Matthew, Mark, and Jn 21 point to Galilee as the location, while Luke and Jn 20 indicate Jerusalem as the place.  But appearances in one locality do not rule out appearances in another. Moreover there may well be a quite natural explanation; Moule suggested that the movements of pilgrims to Jerusalem for the great feasts and their homeward return accounted for the difference.


(3)  The Experience of the Christian Church.




(a)  The conviction that Jesus had risen from the dead transformed the first disciples.  Belief in the Resurrection took place in spite of them rather than because of them.  At the time of the crucifixion ‘they all forsook him, and fled’ (Mk 14:50).  When the women told the eleven that they had seen Jesus alive ‘these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them’ (Lk 24:11).  The two on the way to Emmaus were clearly without hope, even though they had heard the women’s report (24:13–24).  Yet these same people shortly afterward risked imprisonment and even death as they preached ‘Jesus and the resurrection’.  What caused this astounding transformation?  It must have taken hard evidence to convince people like Peter, Thomas, and Paul.  Yet they were convinced that Jesus had risen.  That people were imprisoned and that Stephen and James suffered death is significant.  People do not usually run such risks unless they are very sure of themselves.  When confronted with such great perils they are apt to look for an alternative explanation of that for which they may be put to death.  But the disciples were quite firm.  They were sure of the Resurrection.



(b)  It is important to realize the depths out of which faith came.  The crucifixion had crushed the disciples.  One may argue that the appearances engendered a contagious and growing enthusiasm.  But how did it start?  Apparently no follower of Jesus retained faith and optimism after the crucifixion.  Only gloom and emptiness prevailed, and these elements did not produce a contagious faith.  But what happened on Easter morning made the difference.  Enshrined at the heart of Christian worship is this Resurrection certainty, and people do not put what is uncertain or unimportant in the forefront of their approach to God.  The first believers were all Jews, and the Jews held tenaciously to their ancient customs.  But these new believers replaced the Sabbath as the day of worship with the Lord’s day, a weekly reminder of the Resurrection.  Regarding their rite of initiation it could be said, ‘you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him’ (Col 2:12).  Similarly the Lord’s Supper was a thanksgiving for the presence and blessings of the living Lord, not a commemoration of a dead martyr.  The believer’s whole worshiping life revolved around the Resurrection.




(c)  The Christian Church is not an obscure sect that made a brief appearance on the stage of history and quickly passed away.  Instead, it is a living body that is a reality after more than nineteen centuries, marked by diverse troubles, by opposition from different enemies, and by frequent, internal unspirituality and sloth.  Its enemies have always been prophesying its speedy demise, but this has not occurred.  Indeed, the Church has never had as many adherents as today, and, despite coldness in some of its members, there is still an astonishing vitality about the Church.  And the Church’s risen and ascended Lord supplies the spiritual power that makes all this possible.  If Christ did not rise, then the Church’s continuing existence is a first-class enigma.  C. F. D. Moule argued this convincingly. He pointed to the fact that the Church was created by the preaching that the Messiah Jesus had been crucified but had risen from the dead. Moule asked, ‘If the coming into existence of the Nazarenes, a phenomenon undeniably attested by the NT, rips a great hole in history, a hole of the size and shape of Resurrection, what does the secular historian propose to stop it up with?’  Moule did not, of course, argue that the existence of any movement proves the veracity of its teachings.  He argued that any great movement flourishes not because of its errors but despite them; the dynamic of a movement is the element of truth in it.  Moule also said that the one factor characteristic of the Christians, which was the reason for their existence, one which separated them from the Jews, was their conviction that Jesus had risen from the dead.  If that was mistaken, how can one account for the appearance and the continuing existence of the Church?


(4)  The Absence of Satisfactory Alternative Explanations.




(a)  The empty tomb is a fact, as is the continuing existence of the Church that preaches the Resurrection.  But are there other explanations than the traditional doctrine of the Resurrection?  Some have suggested that the facts are better explained if one holds that Jesus did not die on the cross.  The argument runs that Jesus, overcome by pain and physical exhaustion, fainted and was mistakenly taken down as dead.  In the coolness of the tomb He revived and later the women found it empty.  They concluded that He was alive and wonderful stories began to circulate.  But such an explanation bristles with difficulties.  The skilled Roman executioners were not likely to have allowed burial before Jesus was really dead.  And how did He get out of the tomb?  How could this weak, wounded person stimulate the disciples into the vigorous life of the early chapters of Acts?  What became of Jesus?  Where did He live and how and where did He finally die?  Questions multiply and answers do not appear.  Theories like this are untenable and are seldom advanced today.



(b)  Others think the explanation is to be found in hallucinations.  The disciples were in earnest and really believed that Jesus had risen, but it was all illusion; there was nothing real to correspond to their ‘visions’.  At first sight plausible, all such theories ignore what is known about hallucinations.  These happen to people more or less expecting them, but the disciples (especially Thomas) never imagined seeing Jesus again.  Hallucinations tend to continue once started, but the appearances were mostly on the first day and they ceased abruptly after forty days.  Hallucinations are personal, but Paul said that more than five hundred people saw the risen Jesus at one time.  The resurrection appearances simply do not conform to the best knowledge about hallucinations.”


h.  God proves that Jesus is the Christ by raising Him from the dead.

2.  “concerning Whom we all are witnesses.”

a.  All of the 120 believers standing before this crowd of over 3000 unbelievers were witnesses of the resurrection of Christ, not just the apostles.  ‘All we are witnesses’ the Greek says literally.  It was not just two or three witnesses required by the Mosaic Law to establish a fact, but 120 people are testifying to this fact.  This was irrefutable testimony.  Two or three or even a dozen people could be fooled, but not 120.

b.  The resurrection of Christ was fully confirmed by all of these 120 witnesses.

c.  During the forty days our Lord remained on earth after His resurrection He was eventually seen by all of these believers, who had now assembled in Jerusalem and remained there per our Lord’s final instructions on the day of His ascension.

d.  Peter and these other believers fulfill our Lord’s prophecy of Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  Furthermore you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, even to the end [remotest part] of the earth.’”

e.  Peter personally fulfills the major function of an apostle as stated in Acts 1:22b to “become a witness with us of His resurrection.”
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