Acts 2:23



 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one, this person, this man.”  Then we have the either the instrumental of means (translated “by means of”) or the instrumental of cause (translated “because of”) from the feminine singular articular perfect passive participle of the verb HORIZW, which “from the basic meaning ‘to separate entities and so establish a boundary’, derives the sense ‘to define ideas or concepts’: (1) to set limits to, define, explain (2) to make a determination about an entity: determine, appoint, fix, set; set appointed times Acts 17:26; the definite plan Acts 2:23; in accordance with the (divine) decree Lk 22:22.”


The article substantivizes the participle, making it function like an adjective that modifies the next two nouns.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the existing state of a past, completed action.


The participle is substantival, being used as an adjective.

This is followed by the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular noun BOULE, meaning “plan,” connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental feminine singular noun PROGNWSIS, meaning “(1) foreknowledge (2) predetermination, of God’s omniscient wisdom and intention Acts 2:23; 1 Pet 1:2.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective EKDOTOS, meaning “being handed over, given up, delivered up Acts 2:23.”
 

“this man, delivered over because of the determined plan and foreknowledge of God,”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular (note the singular, the NASV translates it as a plural) noun CHEIR, meaning “by the hand” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural adjective ANOMOS, meaning “of lawless men” (not ‘godless men’ as translated by the NASV).  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb PROSPEGNUMI, which means “to fix/fasten to; nail to (a cross) Acts 2:23” (BDAG, p. 884).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the lawless men of Jerusalem produced the action.


The participle is instrumental or modal (there is little difference between the two), indicating the means or method by which the action of the main verb (doing away with, destroying, deposing of) is accomplished.  It is translated “by nailing.”
Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ANAIREW, which means “to get rid of by execution: do away with, destroy, mostly of killing by violence, in battle, by execution, murder, or assassination; they sought a way to dispose of him Lk 22:2. Acts 2:23; 5:33, 36; 7:28 ; 9:23f, 29; 22:20; 23:15, 21; 25:3.  Of execution Lk 23:32; Acts 10:39; 12:2; 13:28; whom the Lord Jesus will slay with the breath of his mouth 2 Thes 2:8.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that these Jews produced the action and will be held responsible by God for the death of an innocent man.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.
“you did away with by nailing by the hand of lawless men.”
Acts 2:23 corrected translation
“this man, delivered over because of the determined plan and foreknowledge of God, you did away with by nailing by the hand of lawless men.”
Explanation:
1.  “this man, delivered over because of the determined plan and foreknowledge of God,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “Men, Israelites, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man having been attested to you from God by means of miracles and wonders and signs, which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know, this man, delivered over because of the determined plan and foreknowledge of God, you did away with by nailing by the hand of lawless men.”

b.  The object of the sentence (‘this man’) is still the Lord Jesus Christ and again is thrown forward of the main verb for emphasis and to focus our attention on Jesus.

c.  Peter now declares that Jesus was delivered or handed over to the Romans for judgment or punishment because of or by means of the determined plan of God.  In other words, God the Father’s plan in eternity past, before the creation of mankind, was that the humanity of Christ would be delivered over to lawless men and be crucified.  This is exactly what God the Father wanted and what the deity of Christ agreed to in eternity past, in order to execute the will of God the Father.

d.  God has always had a perfect plan for the execution of His will and desires.  This plan has been executed in creature history, which includes the entire angelic conflict and all of human history.  Predestination is God’s perfect plan for every Church Age believer, which includes his/her equal privilege of being in union with Christ and equal opportunity of having the same spiritual life as the Lord Jesus Christ.

e.  God has always known from His omniscience what would happen in creature history before it ever occurs.  Omniscience then takes the facts of creature history and determines beforehand what will happen.  God knows all the decisions and actions beforehand, but does not cause them to happen.  He permits creature free will to function, knowing beforehand what it will do and designing a perfect plan that incorporates all those creature decisions and actions.


f.  The determined plan of God refers to the divine decree of God.  The predetermined plan or decree of God is explained as follows: “The decrees of God are his eternal, unchangeable, holy, wise, and sovereign purpose, comprehending at once all things that ever were or will be in their causes, conditions, successions, and relations, and determining their certain futurition. The several contents of this one eternal purpose are, because of the limitation of our faculties, necessarily conceived of by us in partial aspects, and in logical relations, and are therefore styled Decrees.  The decree being the act of an infinite, absolute, eternal, unchangeable, and sovereign Person, comprehending a plan including all his works of all kinds, great and small, from the beginning of creation to an unending eternity; ends as well as means, causes as well as effects, conditions and instrumentalities as well as the events which depend upon them, must be incomprehensible by the finite intellect of man.  The decrees are eternal (Acts 15:18; Eph 1:4; 2 Thes 2:13), unchangeable (Ps 33:11; Isa 46:9), and comprehend all things that come to pass (Eph 1:11; Mt 10:29, 30; Eph 2:10; Acts 4:27, 28; Ps 17:13, 14).  The decrees of God are efficacious, as they respect those events he has determined to bring about by his own immediate agency; or permissive, as they respect those events he has determined that free agents shall be permitted by him to effect.  This doctrine ought to produce in our minds humility, in view of the infinite greatness and sovereignty of God, and of the dependence of man; confidence and implicit reliance upon wisdom, righteousness, goodness, and immutability of God’s purpose.”
 


g.  The foreknowledge of God is what God knows beforehand about those who believe in Christ.  It is not the same as the omniscience of God.  Omniscience is God’s knowledge about everything prior to the divine decree.  Foreknowledge is God’s knowledge about believers after He has determined what will happen in human history.  Foreknowledge deals only with the elect, that is, those who believe in Christ.  The foreknowledge of God is mentioned in:



(1)  Rom 8:29-30, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.  And whom He foreordained [predestinated], these He also called [elected].  And whom He called these He also justified.  And whom He justified, these He also glorified.”



(2)  Rom 11:2, “God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Or do you not know what the Scripture says in [the story of] Elijah, when he pleaded to the God against Israel?”


h.  The fact that the life and death of Christ was foreknown by God the Father and part of His eternal plan is mentioned in 1 Pet 1:19-20, “but with the precious blood of Christ as from an unblemished and spotless lamb, on the one hand having been known before the creation of the world, but on the other hand having been revealed in the last times though all of you.”


i.  Peter recognized that his own life and spiritual gift of apostleship was a part of the predetermined plan of God, 1 Pet 1:1-2a, “Peter, the apostle of Jesus Christ, …according to the predestination of God the Father.”


j.  Jesus Christ was delivered over to lawless men because it was God’s perfect plan for His life and because God had foreknown that this would happen.  The crucifixion of Christ was neither unknown to God nor unplanned by God.  God the Father knew what was going to happen because He had already planned and determined that it would happen.


k.  God the Father used the wrath of man to execute His will, plan, and purpose in the crucifixion of Christ and subsequent judgment of sin.


l.  The sovereignty of God and the free will of man came together at the Cross to produce the predetermined plan of God for the salvation of the human race.


m.  The foreknowledge of God is mentioned in:



(1)  Isa 46:9-10, “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’.”



(2)  Heb 4:13, “Furthermore no creature is hidden from His sight, but all things [are] uncovered and laid bare to His eyes to Whom we have to give an account.”
2.  “you did away with by nailing by the hand of lawless men.”

a.  Peter, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, places the blame for the physical death of the humanity of Christ directly on the shoulders of the people listening to him.

b.  The Jews did away with Jesus, and did so by the hand of the lawless Romans.  The people of Jerusalem and the Roman authorities unwittingly conspired to carry out the death of Christ.

c.  The verb ‘nailing’ clearly refers to the crucifixion of Jesus.  The people in the crowd knew exactly to what Peter was referring.  Most of the crowd had probably been eyewitnesses to either the trial before Pilate, the trek to Golgotha, or the crucifixion itself.


d.  Peter, in effect, is accusing these men of the unjustified death of an innocent man, and they knew it.  No one in the crowd even attempts to defend or justify their attitude or actions against their Messiah.  They knew they were wrong and now they know that God holds them responsible for their actions.

e.  The death of Christ was planned by God from the foundation of the world and carried out in time by the free will of man.  This verse is the proof that the sovereignty of God and free will of man function simultaneously in human history.
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