Acts 19:7



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: they were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the past state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the men produced the action of being twelve.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have nominative subject from the masculine plural article, adjective PAS, meaning “all, entire” and noun ANĒR, meaning “men” or in this case “the entire group of men” or “the whole number of the men was about twelve Acts 19:7.”
  A.T. Robertson says that this subject actually means “the total number of the men.”

“Now all the men were”

 is the adverb HWSEI, meaning “about”
 plus the predicate nominative masculine plural cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “twelve.”  We have to add the words “[in number],” indicating the amount of people being discussed rather than their age.  The simple translation “all the men were twelve” makes it sound like they were all twelve years old, which of course, they weren’t.
“about twelve [in number].”

Acts 19:7 corrected translation
“Now all the men were about twelve [in number].”
Explanation:
1.  “Now all the men were about twelve [in number].”

a.  This is the literal translation of the verse, which is great Greek, but poor English.  A better English translation is “Now the entire group of men numbered about twelve.”  In either case we get the correct idea.


b.  The only connection this statement has with the rest of Scripture is the number twelve, which makes us think immediately of the number of disciples of the Lord.

2.  What is the significance of this statement?


a.  This group of men was the foundation and core of Paul’s church in Ephesus.  F.F. Bruce calls them “the nucleus of the Ephesian church.”
  These were the men on whom the church would be built and thrive and become the greatest church in that century.


b.  The word “about” is interesting because it implies that Luke got this story second hand from Paul, Timothy, Silas, Aquila and Priscilla or one of these twelve men, and no one could remember exactly how many men there were.  There may have been eleven, twelve, or thirteen.  No one can remember exactly.  If there were exactly twelve men, then the word “about” would never have been used.


c.  This also tells us that the exact number of believers in a church is not important.  What is important is their attitude toward the word of God, living in obedience to God, and loving one another.  Numbers is not the issue in the Church Age, which is why the numbers in the churches of Acts and Revelation are never stated, with the exception of the initial church of Jerusalem, which did not survive after 70 A.D.


d.  The greatest epistle written by Paul was written to these twelve men and those who came after them in the Ephesian church.  We can safely assume by the content of the letter to the Ephesians that these twelve men became mature believers.


e.  The principle of application here is that God provides the hearers for any ministry, large or small.  God the Holy Spirit sends the exact number He wants to any given church, and pulls people out of a church when they need to leave.  That is why congregations shouldn’t get overly excited when the church is growing or panic when a few people leave.  God the Holy Spirit knows what He is doing and provides the hearers and takes them away.  The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed by the person of the Lord.
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