Acts 19:20



 is the adverb HOUTWS, used to draw an inference from what precedes, and is translated “So” or “Hence.”
  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the neuter singular noun KRATOS, meaning “powerfully.”
  The preposition KATA with the accusative of a noun can be used adverbially, indicating the kind or way in which the action of the verb takes place.  This is followed by the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord” or the objective genitive, meaning “about the Lord” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word or message.”  In the evangelistic context of Acts “the message about the Lord” is probably intended rather than the teaching of New Testament doctrine “the word of the Lord.”

“Hence the message about the Lord mightily”
 is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verbs AUXANW, meaning “to grow” and the verb ISCHUW, meaning “to be strong, be mighty, have power; to prevail” with the connecting conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive and durative imperfect, which describes a continuing, past action.  It is translated by the words “kept on.”


The active voice indicates that the message of the gospel about the person and work of Christ kept on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“kept on growing and prevailing.”

Acts 19:20 corrected translation
“Hence the message about the Lord kept on growing and prevailing mightily.”
Explanation:
1.  “Hence the message about the Lord”

a.  Luke closes this section of his history with a summary statement of the effectiveness of the mission in Ephesus, which occurred as a result of the public rejection of demonism and the doctrines of demons contained in the books of magic that were burned.


b.  The subject of this statement is the same subject of the entire theme of the book of Acts—the spread of the message of the gospel throughout the Roman Empire.


c.  Therefore, the subject is not the specific teaching of ‘the word of God’, but the very specific message about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.  This was the message about the Lord Jesus that was delivered in Ephesus and spread to the other cities of Asia.

2.  “kept on growing and prevailing mightily.”

a.  The message about Jesus kept spreading, being believed, and successfully changing the lives of people in Asia.  The capital of demonism was fast becoming the capital of Christianity.  The spread and growth of the message of the gospel and the teaching of the word of God is seen in two other verses that conclude major portions of Luke’s history.



(1)  Acts 6:7, “And the word of God kept on growing; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem; and a large number of priests were embracing the faith.”  This verse ends the story of the growth of the church in Jerusalem.



(2)  Acts 12:24, “But the word of God continued to grow and to be multiplied.”  This verse ends the story of the growth of the church in Antioch.



(3)  Our verse ends the story of Paul’s three missionary journeys.  “The narrative of Acts covers a period of approximately thirty years. Within this period shorter time periods of approximately five years each are marked off by summary notices reporting the advance of the Christian mission (6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20).”
 



(4)  The last verse in Acts ends with the success of gospel and the word of God in Rome, Acts 28:31, “preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.”


b.  People were highly receptive of the gospel and highly positive to the teaching of the Church Age doctrine, that is, the contents of the New Testament teaching.


c.  There was greater positive volition and success here than in any other place Paul had been with the possible exception of Philippi.  This great positive volition of this area is seen in the greatest doctrinal epistle Paul ever wrote—the circular letter to the Ephesians.


d.  The gospel message and teaching of the word of God prevailed over the teaching of Satan and doctrines of demons contained in the books that were burned.


e.  The message of the gospel and teaching of the word of God were so greatly received and believed that people stopped going to the temple of Artemis and buying the little silver idols.  This precipitated a financial crisis in Ephesus, which was Satan’s counterattack against the success of Christianity there.
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