Acts 19:18
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 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Then we have the genitive masculine plural articular perfect active participle from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “of those who.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The active voice indicates that those believers described here produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive/durative imperfect, which describes a continuing past action and is translated “kept coming.”


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense and means that these believers produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“And many of those who had believed kept coming,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb EXOMOLOGEW, which means “to confess, admit.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what took place at that time.


The middle voice is an intensive/indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the subject in performing the action.


The participle is an explanatory circumstantial participle, that is, it provides further information that explains the action of the main verb ‘kept coming’.  In this case it explains what these believers were doing when they kept coming.

Then we have the connective/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ANAGGELLW, which means “to disclose, announce, proclaim, or teach: make their deeds known Acts 19:18.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what took place at that time.


The active voice indicates that these new believers were producing the action.


The participle is an explanatory circumstantial participle, that is, it provides further information that explains the action of the main verb ‘kept coming’.  In this case it explains what these believers were doing when they kept coming.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun PRAXIS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their activities, actions, deeds.  In Acts 19:18, because of the context, it is possible that PRAXIS is specifically a technical term for certain magical practices.”

“confessing and disclosing their practices.”

Acts 19:18 corrected translation
“And many of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices.”
Explanation:
1.  “And many of those who had believed kept coming,”

a.  Luke continues with an illustration of the respect for the Lord Jesus that believers had in Ephesus.


b.  The phrase “many of those who had believed” clearly refers to believers.  However, the context does not tell us if these are new believers or those who have been believers for two years or more.



(1)  Charles Ryrie regards these believers having believed two years beforehand and are just now confessing and disclosing their continued practice of magic after becoming believers.  He bases this on the fact that verse ten refers to Paul lecturing daily in the hall of Tyrannus “for two years, so that all the Asian inhabitants heard the message about the Lord, Jews and Greeks.”  Ryrie says this about our passage, “Observe also the condition of the believers at Ephesus.  Paul ministered in that city more than two years.  Some believed at the beginning of his ministry; others, later on.  They were converted from a lifestyle that included devotion to magical arts based on the gibberish written on the statue of Diana in the temple at Ephesus.  After believing in the Lord, many, if not most, of those believers (and Acts 19:18 undebatably states they were believers) still continued their superstitious practices.  It would be wishful thinking to imagine they did not know such practices were wrong when they accepted Christ and during the two years that many continued to do them.  But not until the end of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus did the believers finally become convicted about this and confess their sins and burn their books of magic.  Theologically, then, this says that there were people at Ephesus who became believers in Christ knowing they should give up their use of magic but who did not (some for as long as two years), but who nevertheless were born again.  Their salvation did not depend on faith plus submission to the lordship of Christ over their use of magic.”
   Notice that Ryrie assumes that these believers did not become convicted about their practicing of magic and confess their sins and burn their books until the end of Paul’s ministry.  That is not necessarily so.



(2)  The statement in verse ten (“This took place for two years, so that all the Asian inhabitants heard the message about the Lord, Jews and Greeks.”) is a summary statement of what Paul did over that entire period of time after leaving the Jewish synagogue.  Verse 11 (“And God was performing uncommon miracles by the hands of Paul,”) and verse 18 (“And many of those who had believed kept coming, confessing and disclosing their practices”) are also summary statements of things that happened in Ephesus during Paul’s ministry there.  The key factor is the fact that there are no temporal conjunctions or even sequential temporal ideas expressed anywhere in the context.  If Luke’s statement here is talking about what new believers continued to do over the course of that two year period, then the statement makes sense from the standpoint of Luke showing us a trend of behavior that continued throughout Paul’s ministry.

2.  “confessing and disclosing their practices.”

a.  Confession of sin to God is the absolute obligation of the believer.  The question is: “Were these unbelievers confessing their past practice of magic when they believed in Christ?” or “Does this refer to believers confessing an ongoing practice of sin (being involved in magical practices) after becoming believers?”  Again Ryrie believes it to be the latter case: “Whenever it comes to our attention that we have sinned, then we should readily and willingly acknowledge it. The word confess means, literally, to say the same thing; that is, to agree or to acknowledge fully (1 Jn 1:9).  When a believer confesses his sin, he agrees with what God says about that sin and acknowledges his past disagreement or guilt.  Confession is not mere mouthing of something so as to automatically grind out forgiveness.  There must be an element of repentance [this is not stated in 1 Jn 1:9] and a desire to forsake that sin (Acts 19:18 [=assuming that believers are making this confess rather than unbelievers]).  And yet, who hasn’t fallen back into the same sin that he has confessed, often over and over again?”
 


b.  Is it not equally possible that this refers to what new believers did immediately after coming to Christ?  Thus the scenario described here might be that a person who practiced magic all their life as an unbeliever believes in Christ.  And having believed in Christ, they now acknowledge that they lived a lifestyle of practicing magic, disclosing and confessing the falsehood of their previous practices.  This can be just as true of this passage as saying that it refers to believers acknowledging their ongoing sins of the practice of magic for two years after their salvation.  Wouldn’t they have died the punishment of physical death by then?  Would God tolerate continued occult and magical practices for two years from an apostate believer and do nothing?


c.  This passage makes more sense if the persons performing the actions are new believers and Luke is talking about what they did shortly after believing in Christ, not years later.


d.  There are several continuous actions occurring simultaneously throughout this two year period.  The imperfect tense is the key to all these main actions.  They are continuous, repeated actions that kept on occurring in the past.  The emphasis is on the fact that this same thing kept on happening over and over again with no thought given to its cessation.



(1)  Paul kept on teaching daily.



(2)  Extraordinary miracles kept on occurring at the hands of Paul



(3)  People kept on believing in Christ because of the combination of the miracles and message.



(4)  New believers kept on confessing their past sinful practicing of magic.


e.  The point Luke is making here is that unbelievers kept on revealing after they believed in Christ the worthlessness and uselessness of their past involvement in demonism and demon activities, that is, the practice of magic.  “The power of magic spells lies in their secrecy, and thus to divulge them is to render them powerless and useless.”


f.  Faith in Christ took away their fear of demons and the occult activities and practices associated with the temple worship of Artemis.  There fear of the demons and resultant practice of the occult was replaced by respect for the Lord Jesus to the point where they acknowledged their past sinfulness and then demonstrated their total break with their former lifestyle.


g.  Ephesus was reputed as a center for magic.  The famous statue of Artemis, the centerpiece of her temple, was noted for the mysterious terms engraved on the crown, girdle, and feet of the image.  Referred to as the ‘Ephesian scripts’, this magical gibberish was considered to have great power.  It was not by accident that Paul’s encounter with magic took place in Ephesus, nor is it a surprise that his converts there had been involved in such practices.  Magic was part of Ephesian culture.  Nor should one question the integrity of these Ephesian Christians who only now openly forsook such ways.  Salvation involves a process of growth [really? Are we not saved the moment we have faith in Christ?  Since when has salvation been a lifelong process], of increasing sanctification.  And after all, the Ephesian spells were not that remote from the horoscopes and board games that supposedly communicate telepathic messages with which many Christians dabble in our own day.”


h.  “People today still dabble with Ouija boards, tea leaves, horoscopes, tarot cards, palmistry, and phrenology, and they laugh about it all.  But this is no laughing matter.  God definitely commands His people against all such systems—all of them—because any resort to them is definitely a resort to the devil since it denies that all the truth you need for your guidance is in the pages of God’s Word, the Bible.”
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