Acts 19:15



 is the continuative/transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative neuter singular aorist deponent passive participle from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the past action in its entirety.


The deponent passive voice functions like an active voice with the evil spirit producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and is coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA plus the article and adjective PONĒROS, meaning “the evil spirit.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the evil spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the seven Jewish exorcists.

“Then answering, the evil spirit said to them,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus” and emphasizing the humanity of Christ, but not giving any respect to His deity.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know” and in this case to know someone personally.  The word MEN in brackets is not part of the original text, but a scribal addition to create a “MEN…DE” construction, which is unnecessary here.


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the evil spirit produces the action of knowing Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article (which points back to the previous mention of Paul in verse 13
) and proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EPISTAMAI, which means “to be acquainted with someone Acts 19:15.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the evil spirit produces the action of being acquainted with Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
“‘Jesus I know, and Paul I am acquainted with,”

 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the seven Jewish exorcists.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “who,” used as an interrogative pronoun.  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present, which describes a present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the seven Jewish exorcists produce the action of being insignificant in the angelic conflict as unbelievers.

“but who are you?’”

Acts 19:15 corrected translation
“Then answering, the evil spirit said to them, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I am acquainted with, but who are you?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, the evil spirit said to them,”

a.  Luke continues with the response of the demon to the seven Jewish unbeliever priests, who are attempting to exorcize him from some person.


b.  The fact that the demon answered these men tells us several things.



(1)  Angels (fallen and elect) have intellect.  They understand human language and communicate in it with human beings.



(2)  Angels listen to what human beings say and the things for which they ask.  Whether we like it or not angels are listening to us.  Nothing we say is hidden from them.



(3)  This fallen angel was permitted to communicate with these unbelievers during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.


c.  If you are wondering why evil spirits are not carrying on conversations with you, perhaps it is because you are indwelt with all three members of the Trinity or perhaps it is because your guardian angel won’t even let demons near you.


d.  The fact the demon answered these exorcists confirms that unbelievers can be indwelt by demons during the Church Age.

2.  “‘Jesus I know, and Paul I am acquainted with,”

a.  The demon knows all about the Lord Jesus Christ, but notice how the demon addresses our Lord.  He only uses the title of our Lord’s humanity.  He has no respect for His deity, since he does not use the title “Lord” and the demon does not recognize our Lord’s mission on earth as the Messiah, since he does not use the title “Christ.”  The evil spirit knows all about the humanity of the Son of God, but gives no respect whatsoever to the deity of Jesus as the God-Man.


b.  This demon has known about Jesus as the Son of God since the day of this demon’s creation.  He has known about the humanity of Jesus since the day of His physical birth.  He has known about the life, death, resurrection, ascension, and session of Jesus since the time when all those things happened.  This demon has a very thorough knowledge about the person and work of Jesus.


c.  The demon uses a less familiar term for his knowledge about Paul, but the demon is fully acquainted with the person of Paul, the representative of the Jesus to the Gentiles.


d.  The fact that demons are acquainted with Paul implies that demons are familiar with or acquainted with all believers, since all of us during the Church Age are in union with Christ.  If demons know Jesus and we are in union with Him, then demons certainly know us as well.  Remember 1 Jn 4:4, “You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world.”


e.  Are demons thoroughly acquainted with you?  They are if you are positive to the teaching of the word of God and living the spiritual life that God provided for you.  And you can bet on the fact that the demons acquainted with you are doing all they can to get you to not persevere in doing what God wants you to do, so that they can use you as evidence to prove Satan’s argument in the angelic conflict that no creature is capable of doing what God wants.  You see, if Satan could prove that no creature could do what God wants, then his argument is that God is unfair in condemning creatures He created that were incapable of doing what He wants.  Why didn’t He just create creatures that would do what He wanted?  Well, God did create someone who used his free will to do what God wanted—“the man Christ Jesus.”

3.  “but who are you?’”

a.  However, these seven sons of a Jewish high priest or (chief priest) are not believers.  Therefore, the demon does not know them in the sense of them having a relationship with Jesus.  Consider this.  There is probably at least one demon following us around everyday and reporting to Satan all we do wrong, so that Satan can accuse us before the throne of God.  There is probably also at least one elect guardian angel protecting us from that demon.  If there are demons assigned to follow us around, then there are probably demons assigned to accompany unbelievers as well, especially to attempt to influence them to not believe in Christ.  Therefore, this statement is probably not a question of not knowing who these seven unbelievers were, since the fallen angels accompanying them would probably already have explained to the demon indwelling this person who these guys were.  So the rhetorical question becomes more a statement of ridicule: ‘Who do you think you are?’  Barrett says this question means: “What right have you to invoke the name of Jesus?”


b.  This rhetorical question tells us what fallen angels think of unbelievers.  Unbelievers are insignificant and unimportant in the angelic conflict as far as the fallen angels are concerned.


c.  This question also has another implication.  It implies that unbelievers have no power or influence over Satan or his demons.  They could care less what the unbeliever wants or needs.  The fact that fallen angels could care less about unbelievers is demonstrated during the Tribulation, Rev 9:15-20, “And then the four angels [demon commanders], who had been kept in readiness for this hour and day and month and year, were released, in order that they might kill one-third of mankind.  In fact, the number of the armies of cavalry [is] two hundred million; I heard their number.  And so I saw in the vision the horses and the ones sitting on them, having breastplates the color of fire [red] and hyacinth [blue] and sulfurous [yellow]; furthermore the heads of the horses [were] like the heads of lions; and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths.  From these three plagues [the blow of a weapon causing a fatal wound] one-third of mankind was killed, from the fire and the smoke and the sulfur, which had come out of their mouths.  For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, because their tails [are] similar in appearance to snakes, having heads; and with them they injure.  And the rest of mankind [unbelievers], who were not killed by these blows [wounds], did not even change their minds about the works of their hands, with the result that they stop worshipping demons, that is, the gold and silver and bronze, and stone and wooden idols, which are neither able to see nor to hear nor to walk.”


d.  The demon implies that Jesus is someone of significance and importance and so is Paul, but these seven Jewish unbelievers are ‘nobodies’.  They are nothing; they are insignificant; they are unimportant; and they certainly don’t have the power to remove him by anything they say or do.


e.  This demon reverses the normal process, whereby the demon is required to name himself before being driven out (Mk 5:9).  These exorcists are not known by name and so are themselves driven out by this demon.


f.  Does this mean that exorcism does not work?  Not at all.  Satan could have ordered this demon to come out in order to establish the false credibility of these Jewish exorcists.  Or Paul may have encountered this man later on and legitimately exorcized the demon.  What eventually happened to this demon possessed man is not mentioned by Luke, because that is not the point he is trying to make.  The point is that God was performing extraordinary miracles through Paul and nothing was happening because of any false prophets, priests, or exorcists.
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