Acts 19:11



 is the additive use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “And” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS, “deeds of power, miracles, wonders Acts 2:22; 2 Cor 12:12; Heb 2:4; Mt 7:22; 11:20f, 23; 13:54, 58; Mk 6:2; 9:39; Lk 10:13; 19:37; Acts 8:13; 19:11.”
  Then we have the strong, absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural articular aorist active participle of the verb TUGCHANW, which means “common or ordinary Acts 19:11; 28:2.”
  The “not common miracles” is equivalent to “uncommon miracles” or “extraordinary miracles.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture, or perform.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing, past action.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“And God was performing uncommon miracles”
 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, meaning “by the hands of Paul.”
“by the hands of Paul,”

Acts 19:11 corrected translation
“And God was performing uncommon miracles by the hands of Paul,”
Explanation:
1.  “And God was performing uncommon miracles”

a.  Luke continues with one of the reasons for the effectiveness of Paul’s ministry in Ephesus—God was performing uncommon miracles.


b.  Notice that God produces the action of performing a miracle, not the person with the spiritual gift of miracles.


c.  The fact that there is such a thing as the spiritual gift of miracles is stated by Paul in 1 Cor 12:8-10, “For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit, faith [is being given] by the same Spirit to some, but the spiritual gift of healing [is being given] by the one Spirit to another, but to another the activity of miracles [is being given], to another the gift of prophesy, to another the differentiation between spirits, to another kinds of languages, but to another the translation of languages.”  Paul not only had the spiritual gift of apostle, but also healing, miracles and speaking in tongues.  However, the credit for performing any miracle belongs to God and not to the person with the spiritual gift.


d.  Luke makes a fascinating statement here, calling the miracles God was performing “not common” or “uncommon.”  What was a common miracle?  Speaking in tongues or telling a person to stand up and walk and they did or telling a demon to leave a person and the demon did.  Luke illustrates what he means by an uncommon miracle in the next verse: “so that even face-cloths or aprons were carried from his skin to the sick, and the diseases departed from them and the evil spirits came out.”  Another example of an uncommon miracle is given in Acts 5:15, “with the result that [they] even carry out the sick into the streets, that is, laying [them] on beds and mattresses, in order that when Peter came at least his shadow might fall on one of them.”

2.  “by the hands of Paul,”

a.  God performed the miracle, but did so through the agency of His servant, Paul.


b.  The implication here is not necessarily that Paul had to lay his hands on people for a miracle to be performed, though he may have done this in some cases.  The expression is idiomatic as in the statement, “The enemies of Israel were defeated at/by the hands of David,” when in fact it was the whole army of Israel fighting the battle.


c.  The purpose of performing these ‘uncommon’ miracles at or by the hands of Paul was to give the gospel and the teaching of the word of God a hearing.  Paul was not always able to perform miracles whenever he wished.  He was only able to do so when it motivated people to give the message of God a hearing.  Later in life, Paul was unable to heal his trusted friend and co-worker Epaphroditus, Phil 2:25-27, who almost died.  The spiritual gifts of tongues, miracles and healing were designed to gain a hearing for the message of the gospel and to authenticate the messenger as being from God.  God did this for Paul in Ephesus, so that “a large and effective door was opened” for him in Asia, 1 Cor 16:9.

3.  Donald Grey Barnhouse makes a statement worthy of repeating in its entirety.

“As I’ve said earlier in these studies, there was no New Testament in existence to authenticate the ministry of the apostles and demonstrate that they were men of or spokesmen for God.  Thus God enabled miracles to be performed by them so that the people might realize that God was putting His stamp of approval on them. Today we do not need to appeal to miracles.  We appeal to the finished authoritative Word of God. This is the Supreme Court from which there is no further appeal. Suppose a representative of some religious cult were to stand before you and say, ‘You don’t have to believe this Bible and this Christ.  I’ll prove to you that you don’t.  I will put new eyes in a blind person.  I will put a new leg on a one-legged man’.  If the cult leader were to do this sort of thing in front of you and say, ‘There!  That’s the proof that you do not have to believe in Jesus Christ,’ I know what I’d say and what most of you who are Christians would also say, ‘Those miracles which you just wrought are what the Bible calls “lying wonders” of the devil’.  Today is the day of the Word of God.  Now don’t misunderstand.  I do not say God is not capable of per​forming miracles any more, or that He never does a miraculous act.  No, for His power is just as great today as it always was and He can intervene and work a miracle any time it pleases Him to do so.  What I’m saying is that God does not, today, authenticate His work or workers by performing miracles through them.  This is not the criterion by which we decide if a so-called Christian worker is of God or not.  That’s why we want nothing to do with pilgrimages to the shin bone of St. Anne in the great shrine in Quebec where hundreds of thousands of people go on pilgrimages to walk or crawl on their knees up that long staircase.  For at the top, in a glass case, one will find the shin bone of St. Anne, the supposed mother of the Virgin Mary.  Indeed, it’s the same for Christian Science or any of the healing cults because, never forget, Satan has the power to put his hand on someone and make him sick-you see Job’s boils as an example-and he has the power to take his hand off and make him well to the glory of the Virgin of Lourdes, or the Virgin of Fatima, or the shin bone of St. Anne, or Mary Baker Eddy or some other healer.  But these things are contrary to the Word of God.”
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