Acts 18:8
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun KRISPOS, which is transliterated as “Crispus.”  Then we have the appositional nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun ARCHISUNAGWGOS, which means “the leader of the synagogue.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Crispus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the locative of place/sphere from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”  This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular adjective HOLOS, the article, and the noun OIKOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with his whole household.”

“Now Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with his whole household,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  With this we have the genitive of identity (also called the descriptive genitive) from the masculine plural article and proper noun KORINTHIOS, meaning “of the Corinthians.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happened at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the subject—many of the Corinthians—produced the action of hearing the gospel.


The participle is temporal, indicating the time of the action of hearing being coterminous with the action of the main verb—they believed.  The participle is translated “when they heard” or “after hearing.”
“and many of the Corinthians, after hearing,”

 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe” and imperfect passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”  The two verbs are connective by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past.  The action is described as having been in progress.


The active voice of PISTEUW indicates that the Corinthians produced the action of believing.  The passive voice of BAPTIZW indicates that they received the action of being baptized.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality in the case of both verbs.

“were believing and being baptized.”

Acts 18:8 corrected translation
“Now Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with his whole household, and many of the Corinthians, after hearing, were believing and being baptized.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with his whole household,”

a.  Luke continues with the mention of another famous convert in the city of Corinth, a man named Crispus, who happened to be the leader of the synagogue, that is, the most important Jew in the city.



(1)  “The NT refers to five different individuals who held this office:




(a)  Jairus, the father of a young girl whom Jesus raised from death (Mk 5:22–43);




(b)  an unnamed official who became indignant after Jesus healed a crippled woman on the sabbath (Lk 13:10–17);




(c)  the officials who permitted Paul and Barnabas to teach in the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:15);




(d)  Crispus, who became a believer as a result of Paul’s preaching in the synagogue at Corinth — probably the same Crispus whom Paul baptized at Corinth (1 Cor 1:14); 




(e)  Sosthenes, who either replaced Crispus as ruler of the synagogue at Corinth when the latter became a Christian, or was one of several rulers in it (Acts 18:17).  If he is the same Sosthenes mentioned in 1 Cor 1:1, he also became a believer.”



(2)  “The management of the synagogue was usually in the hands of a local board of three members.  This board had to watch over the lives and beliefs of the local Jewish community.  They could also discipline transgressors by means of, for instance, corporal punishment (with a maximum of thirty-nine lashes in order not to exceed the limit set by Dt 25:3—cf. 2 Cor 11:24), or, as an extreme measure, by banning someone from the synagogue (cf. Jn 9:22; 12:42; 16:2).  Two officials had to lead the service—the head or chief of the synagogue (cf. Mk 5:22; Lk 13:14; Acts 13:15; 18:8,17), and the servant of the synagogue (cf. Lk 4:20). The former was chosen from the ranks of prominent members of society and could also be a member of the board. He not only took the lead in Palestine, but also in Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, Africa and elsewhere, as we can deduce from inscriptions.  He had to say who had to lead in prayer or read and expound the Law, and he had to see to it that the service progressed in an orderly fashion.



(3)  The servant of the synagogue, called the HUPERĒTES, was answerable to him and was responsible for lesser duties, like taking the scrolls out of the ‘ark’ during the service, so that they could be read, and to store them again. At the right moment he had to point out the ones who had to lead in prayer or who were to read aloud, and call upon them—sometimes with the necessary friendly persuasion—to fulfill their office.  On the eve of the Sabbath he announced the coming day of rest by means of a trumpet call.  Where the managing board imposed a penalty of corporal punishment, the servant of the synagogue had to administer it.  There is also evidence that it was sometimes his duty to teach the children the Law.”



(4)  The leadership of the synagogue “was responsible for the religious gatherings and the upkeep of the buildings.”


b.  And not only did Crispus believe in Jesus as his savior, but his entire household was also convinced by the testimony of Paul.  The word “household” includes Crispus’ wife, children, hired help, and slaves.  (The Jews were permitted to have slaves according to Lev 25:44, “As for your male and female slaves whom you may have you may acquire male and female slaves from the pagan nations that are around you.”)


c.  This is the fourth time Luke mentions a person and their entire household being saved: Cornelius and his household, Lydia and her household, the Philippian jailer and his household, and now Crispus and his household.


d.  Crispus is mentioned in 1 Cor 1:14, “I give thanks that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius.”

2.  “and many of the Corinthians, after hearing, were believing and being baptized.”

a.  Word of the conversion of the leader of the synagogue to Christianity spread like wildfire throughout the city of Corinth.  The result was that many of the Corinthians also believed Paul’s message about Jesus and were being baptized.  We know from 1 Cor 1:16 that there was another household that believed and were baptized, “Now I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that I do not know if I baptized any other [person].”  These ‘many’ certainly included many of the Jews and Gentiles worshipping in the synagogue, which precipitated a crisis for the Jews, which then led to the events described in verse 12 and following.


b.  It is difficult to define further the word “many.”  We don’t know exactly how many people Luke means by this word.  However, when we consider that the church later divided into four factions, it is reasonable to assume that it was probably at least a hundred people initially, with the church continuing to grow thereafter.


c.  The ritual of baptism was a public testimony to others that this new believer was identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.  Baptism was not required for salvation, but frequently accompanied it.  We should notice that there are times when Luke mentions new believers being baptized and other times when he does not.  The mention or non-mention of baptism neither proves that it is necessary nor proves that it is not necessary.  Baptism is optional.  A person who believes in Christ with their dying breath is just as saved without baptism as a person who believes and is immersed in the Jordan River.  Both are equally saved.


d.  Notice that baptism as an option always follows believing in Christ.  It is faith in Christ that saves, not baptism.  “The sequence of ‘hearing’, ‘believing’, and ‘being baptized’ is preserved throughout the book of Acts; and the frequency of mention gives an impressive continuity to the apostolic practice (2:37f, 41; 8:12f, 35f; 10:44; 11:14f; 16:14f, 32f; 18:8; 19:5).”


e.  We should notice how God pushed Paul along from Philippi to Thessalonica to Berea to Athens, and finally to Corinth.  Paul was never allowed to remain long in the other Greek cities, because the place of greatest positive volition and opportunity at this moment was in the city of Corinth.  This is where God wanted Paul to be and where God wanted Paul to remain for the next two years.  The place of initial Christian impact in Greece was to be Corinth rather than Philippi or Thessalonica.
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