Acts 18:24



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “Jew” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjectival use of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “a certain.”  Then we have the appositional nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun APOLLWS, transliterated as “Apollos.”  This is followed by the instrumental of association (‘with the name’) or dative of possession (‘possessing the name’) from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “with the name” or “by name,” which is the same as our English idiom “named.”

“Now a certain Jew named Apollos,”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular proper noun ALEXANDREUS, meaning “Alexandrian.”  Then we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun GENOS, which means “by birth.”  This is followed by another appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, meaning “a man” plus the nominative masculine singular adjective LOGIOS, meaning “eloquent; skilled in speech; learned, educated, skilled in knowledge; either meaning is probable, even though the ancient versions (Latin, Syriac, Armenian) prefer the first meaning.”

“an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man,”

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATANTAW, which means “to come to; to arrive at.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Apollos produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun EPHESOS, meaning “to Ephesus.”

“came to Ephesus,”

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DUNATOS, meaning “able, capable, powerful, competent, skilled, adept, or powerful.”
 Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the nature of Apollos’ knowledge of the Scriptures as it was at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Apollos produced the state of being competent in the Scriptures.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the dative of reference from the feminine plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “in regard to or simply in the Scriptures.”
“being competent in the Scriptures.”

Acts 18:24 corrected translation
“Now a certain Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus, being competent in the Scriptures.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now a certain Jew named Apollos,”

a.  Luke transitions us to a new character in the history of the church, a man who was instrumental in the Corinthian church and continued to work with Paul from 52 A.D. until Paul’s death.


b.  This man was a Jew, even though he had a Greek name.  The name  is an abbreviated form of    It was not uncommon for Hellenistic Jews to take Greek names.


c.  The mention of the fact that Apollos was a Jew is Luke’s way of showing us that Apollos could identify with the Jews in Ephesus, Corinth, or any other city.


d.  The mention of the fact that Apollos had a Greek name is Luke’s way of showing us that Apollos could identify with Hellenistic culture in any part of the eastern Roman Empire.
2.  “an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man,”

a.  Luke mentions three distinguishing characteristics of Apollos:



(1)  He was an Alexandrian by birth.  This emphasizes his educational background; for Alexandria was one of the three great learning centers of the Roman Empire, the other two were Athens and Tarsus (the hometown of Paul).



(2)  He was an eloquent public speaker.  This also emphasizes his educational background.



(3)  He was competent, capable, well-versed in the Scriptures.  This further emphasizes his educational background.  Luke’s emphasis is obviously that this man was highly intelligent and well educated.


b.  What does being an Alexandrian have to do with anything?  To understand the importance of this statement we need to understand the historical background of the Egyptian city of Alexandria.  “Alexandria is an Egyptian city on the Mediterranean coast near the Nile delta, founded in 332 b.c. by Alexander the Great; under Ptolemy, Alexander’s successor, it became Egypt’s capital.  Alexandria was one of the largest cities of the Hellenistic world, a major shipping port famed for its 445-foot-high lighthouse, and the focal point of Hellenistic intellectual and cultural life with an unrivaled four-hundred-thousand-volume library and museum (called the Museon, which was destroyed by fire during Julius Caesar’s siege of Alexandria in 47
).  [It was also the location of one of the three great educational centers in the Roman Empire.]  Alexandria’s population of nearly one million included a large Jewish component, which by the first century a.d. was the largest Diaspora (i.e., Jews living outside Palestine) community in the world.  Relations between groups in the city were tense, however, erupting during that period into bloody riots and pogroms and producing the first known Jewish ghetto. The violence was quelled in a.d. 41 by an edict from the Roman Emperor Claudius that directly confirmed the religious liberty of the Jews in Alexandria and throughout the Empire and indirectly contributed to the period of relative calm that allowed the new Christian church to expand.  The literary flowering in Alexandria left a direct impact on the Bible.  There the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, the Septuagint, was made; and the later writings of church teachers like Clement of Alexandria and Origen.  Although Alexandria had Jewish inhabitants from its inception, the beginnings of Christianity there are shrouded in mystery.  Legend attributes the initial Christian mission there to Mark, but the first firm evidence for Alexandrian Christianity derives from the second century a.d.  The story of Christianity in Alexandria is intimately bound up with the struggle against Gnosticism, which also flourished on Egyptian soil.”

3.  “came to Ephesus,”

a.  We are not told by Luke why Apollos came to Ephesus at exactly this time, but the timing certainly indicates the influence of God the Holy Spirit in motivating Apollos to make the move from Alexandria to Ephesus.  Ephesus was the third largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome and Alexandria.


b.  It is possible that Apollos left Alexandria because of the continuing racial problems that existed in Alexandria between the Jews and Greeks/Egyptians.  Two fifths of the city of one million people were Jews, and racial prejudice against the Jews had broken out in riots in 41 A.D.  Remember that similar problems occurred in Rome in 49-50 A.D., when the Emperor expelled the Jews (including Aquila and Priscilla) from Rome.  Some of that anti-Semitism may have spilled over into Alexandria and Apollos may have thought it was just better to get out of town than go through another riot.


c.  Regardless of what motivated Apollos to leave Alexandria, the point is that when he came to Ephesus, he would have gone to the Jewish synagogue and it would not be long before he would meet two other displaced Jews, who had believed that Jesus was the Messiah (Aquila and Pricilla).


d.  The principle of application is simple: God sometimes leads us to new places, to meet new people for our spiritual advance.  This is exactly what happened to Apollos.

4.  “being competent in the Scriptures.”

a.  Apollos had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  He was competent in the Old Testament Scriptures because he had sat under someone’s authority and listened faithfully for a long time to the teaching of God’s word.


b.  The words “the Scriptures” are a common designation for the Old Testament canon of Scriptures.  The term is also found in Mt 22:29.


c.  Some Christians think and say that the qualifications for being a pastor-teacher are found in the example of Apollos, that is, you must be an eloquent public speaker and highly competent in the Scriptures.  The former is not true, the latter is true.  God uses all types of speakers, but He does not use those who are not prepared in the Scriptures.

5.  Further information about Apollos is found outside of Acts.  “Upon receiving further instruction from Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:26), Apollos extended his mission to Achaia [Corinth], being encouraged thereto by the brethren of Ephesus (Acts 18:27).  During Apollos’ absence in Achaia, Paul had reached Ephesus and learned of what had been taught by Apollos there (19:1).  As Paul was informed that the Ephesians still knew nothing of the baptism of the Spirit, it is probable that Apollos had not imparted to his hearers the further instruction he had received from Priscilla and Aquila, but had departed for Achaia shortly after receiving it.  In the spring of a.d. 57 Paul wrote the First Epistle to the Corinthians.  By this time Apollos was once more in Ephesus (cf. 1 Cor. 16:12).  First Corinthians was written in part because of the discussion between Paul and Apollos regarding the critical situation then existing in Corinth.  The mission of Apollos had met with a certain success, but the breeding of a faction was utterly alien to his intentions. The party spirit was as distasteful to Apollos as it was to Paul, and made him reluctant to return to the scene of his former labors even at the desire of Paul himself (16:12).  The Epistle voiced the indignation of both. Paul welcomed the cooperation of Apollos (3:6: “I planted, Apollos watered”).  It was not against his fellow evangelist that he fulminated, but against the petty spirit of those who loved faction more than truth, who saw not that both he and Apollos came among them as “God’s fellow workers” (3:9), the common servants of the one Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  This view is also borne out by the tenor of Clement’s Epistle to the Corinthians.  The last mention of Apollos is in Titus, where he is recommended along with Zenas to Titus (3:13).  He was then on a journey through Crete (Tit 1:5), and was probably the bearer of the Epistle.”

6.  Lenski makes a really important comment here that is worth repeating in detail.

“It was providential that this valuable man came to Ephesus just at this time.  The teachers he needed to complete his education had also been providentially brought to Ephesus just at this time.  Paul was not there and would not get there for some time.  Not even a congregation was found there.  Only a humble tentmaker and his equally unpretentious wife were there to take Apollos in hand. But would this eloquent, able university graduate condescend to go to school to a tentmaker, a common artisan, and to his wife who had never attended a university?  We shall see.  The best university training Apollos ever received was given him in this tentmaker's shop, and the best pro​fessor Apollos ever had was this tent maker’s wife, Priscilla.  And among the greatest services these two ever rendered the Lord was what they did for Apollos.”
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