Acts 18:23



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” or “And then,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, to do, to manufacture, or produce.”  However, when used with the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun CHRONOS and indefinite pronoun TIS used as an adjective (translated “some time”), which follows, this forms an idiomatic expression.  “To do time, to make time, or to produce time” actually means here “to spend time, stay Acts 15:33; 18:23; 20:3; 2 Cor 11:25; Jam 4:13.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the past action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.  It can be translated “after spending some time.”

We can add the word “[there]” from the context of what is being said to complete the English thought, though the word “there” is not in the Greek text.

“And then, after spending some time [there],”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out; to go away; to depart 2 Cor 6:17; leave a congregation 1 Jn 2:19.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “(1) to travel or move about: go about from place to place; go about among the villages Lk 9:6; Acts 10:38; among whom I went about proclaiming Acts 20:25; they were scattered and went about from place to place 8:4; Paul walking around in Athens 17:23; Lk 5:15; Acts 13:6; 19:1; regions 20:2; (2) with the force of DIA retained: go or travel through Lk 19:1; Acts 14:24; 15:3, 41; 16:6; 18:23; 19:21; 1 Cor 16:5.”
  Some commentators say that this verb means to pass through a region or area without stopping anywhere.  That is clearly not the case.


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what Paul did at that time.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in the sense of an active voice with Paul producing the action.


The participle expresses additional circumstances in relation to the action of the main verb.  This participle explains what Paul did after he left Antioch.

This is followed by the adverb of manner KATHEXĒS, which means “being in sequence in time, space, or logic: in order, one after the other: one place after the other in Galatia and Phrygia Acts 18:23; write something for someone in orderly sequence Lk 1:3; explain to someone point by point Acts 11:4; the successors Acts 3:24; afterward Lk 8:1.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and adjective GALATIKOS and the noun CHWRA, meaning “the Galatian district/region.”
  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHRUGIA, meaning “Phrygia.”

“he left, going through the Galatian region and Phrygia in order,”

 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EPISTĒRIZW, which means “to cause someone to become stronger or more firm, strengthen Acts 18:23; 14:22; 15:32, 41.”


The present tense is a descriptive/historical present, which describes what took place during that period of time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle is explanatory or circumstantial, expressing the attendant circumstances by way of an explanation.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS plus the article, meaning “all the” and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “one who engages in learning through instruction from another: pupil, apprentice (in contrast to the teacher) Mt 10:24f; Lk 6:40; (2) disciple, adherent Mt 9:14a; 11:2; 14:12; Mk 2:18; 6:29; Lk 5:33; 7:18f; 11:1; Jn 1:35, 37; 3:25; especially of the disciples of Jesus Mt 10:1; 11:1.”

“strengthening all the disciples.”

Acts 18:23 corrected translation
“And then, after spending some time [there], he left, going through the Galatian region and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.”
Explanation:
1.  “And then, after spending some time [there],”

a.  Luke continues with a description of Paul’s stay in the Antioch.  Luke says that Paul spent some time, but does not specify the length of this time.  The word “some” implies that it was probably months rather than weeks.  It was certainly shorter than a year and longer than a few weeks.


b.  What was Paul doing during this time in Antioch?



(1)  He was certainly making a thorough missionary report to the church on all that had happened on his second missionary journey.  This would include telling about the places he had been, the people he had met, the synagogues he had visited, the response/reaction of the Jews, the formation of churches, and especially his entire two-year ministry in Corinth.



(2)  Paul was probably also thinking about the churches of Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia and his need to get back to them to see how they were doing.



(3)  Paul was probably also thinking about the initial positive volition in Ephesus and the door God had opened for him there.

2.  “he left, going through the Galatian region and Phrygia in order,”

a.  After leaving the church of Antioch, Paul makes his way back through the same districts or areas that he visited on his first and second missionary journeys.  Although he could have traveled by ship through Cyprus to Perga as he did on his first missionary journey, it is more likely that he took the overland route so see the churches at Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium.


b.  Paul was heading straight back to the Roman province of Asia and its principle city Ephesus.  See the map below.
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c.  The adverb “in order” indicates that Paul had a deliberate plan to visit each of his established churches one after another, spending enough time at each place to do what the next phrase says: “strengthen the believers” in those churches.  “The ‘region of Galatia’ here is probably ‘Galatic Lycaonia, so called to distinguish it from eastern Lycaonia, which lay, not in the province of Galatia, but in the territory of King Antiochus’.  ‘Phrygia’ then would probably include both Galatic and Asiatic Phrygia, since on this occasion there was no prohibition to prevent Paul preaching the word in Asia.  In neither of these passages in Acts (16:6 and 18:23) does there seem to be any good reason to suppose that Galatia means North Galatia.  It is doubtful that Paul ever visited the ancient kingdom to the North, much less that he conducted an extensive mission there.”
 


d.  The fact that Paul went overland rather than by sea from Seleucia to Perga makes sense if Barnabas is taking care of the mission field on the island of Cyprus.  Paul would take the logical route to get to all the disciples as quickly as possible, and for the believers in Derbe, this meant going from Antioch through the Cilician Gates (see the map above) and on to Derbe.


e.  Obviously this 600 mile walk (Bruce and Witherington say 1500 miles; Polhill says 1000 miles; and the maps say 600 miles—take your pick), with stops for a couple of weeks at all the churches (you don’t strengthen the disciples by teaching one message and leaving), would have taken many months to complete.  Considering the fact that Luke has just said that Paul spent “some time” in Antioch and the fact that this journey would have taken several months, it is not hard to imagine that Paul was probably gone from Ephesus for a year or more.  If we date his four year imprisonment from 58-62 A.D. and his Ephesian ministry of three years from 55-58 A.D., then this time away from Ephesus until his return was probably between 52 and 55 A.D.


f.  This statement also effects the dating of the letter to the Galatians.  “The Epistle (Galatians) could not have been written before ad 49/50, when Paul’s second missionary journey began (Acts 16:6), and was more probably written after ad 52, when the third journey began and Paul visited ‘Galatia’ a second time (Acts 18:23), since his reference to having preached to them ‘at first’ (Gal 4:13)—literally ‘the former time’—implies two visits to them.”

3.  “strengthening all the disciples.”

a.  This phrase tells us without question that Paul stopped at all the churches he had established: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch, that is, the churches to whom the epistle of Galatians is written.


b.  Paul strengthened both by his presence and by his teaching.  The success of his second missionary journey through Greece would have been especially encouraging to these people, many of whom were transplanted Greeks.


c.  Luke tells us the most important point last—it was important to Paul to strengthen the believers in all the churches he had established.  It is simple phrase but packed full of wisdom and application.



(1)  A missionary cannot just go to a place, establish a church and not return.  He is obligated to return to strengthen those believers.  He does so by his personal presence, coming back to them and by his teaching of the word of God again to them.  God hasn’t forgotten or abandoned them and neither should the missionary.



(2)  Believers need to be strengthened spiritually.  There is only one way to do this and that one way is by the teaching of the word of God.




(a)  Paul himself had to be strengthened as a new believer, Acts 9:22, “Now Saul kept on being strengthened even more and kept on confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus, by proving that This One is the Christ.”




(b)  Strengthening believers was Paul’s practice, Acts 14:21-22, “Then after proclaiming the gospel to that city [Derbe], and having made quite a few disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, by encouraging [them] to continue in the faith and [saying], ‘It is necessary that we enter into the kingdom of God through many afflictions.’”




(c)  Acts 15:32, “Judas and Silas, themselves also being prophets, encouraged and strengthened the brethren by a long message.”




(d)  Paul strengthened the disciples at the start of his second missionary journey, Acts 15:41, “Now he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.”




(e)  Sharing Paul’s spiritual gift with others meant teaching them what he had been taught by the Holy Spirit, Rom 1:11-12, “Because I desire to see you, in order that I might share with you a considerable spiritual gift with the result that you might be strengthened.  But that means to receive encouragement together with you through the doctrine in each other, both yours and mine.”




(f)  Rom 16:25-27, “Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages, but now is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”




(g)  1 Cor 14:4-5, “The person who speaks with a foreign language strengthens himself, but the one who communicates divine revelation strengthens the church.  Moreover I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more in order that you might communicate divine revelation.  Now the one who communicates divine revelation [is] greater than the one who speaks in a foreign language, unless he translates, in order that the church might receive spiritual strengthening.”




(h)  1 Cor 14:26, “Therefore, what is the point, brethren?  When you assemble, each person ought to have a song of praise, [or] ought to have a teaching, [or] ought to have a divine revelation, [or] ought to have a message in a foreign language, [or] ought to have a translation.  All things must happen for the purpose of spiritual strengthening.”




(i)  Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from the confidence in the gospel which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, concerning which gospel, I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”




(j)  1 Thes 3:2, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine.”




(k)  Jam 5:8, “You also have patience; strengthen your hearts, because the coming of the Lord stands near.”




(l)  2 Pet 1:12, “Therefore, I intend to constantly remind you about these things, although you have known and have been strengthened by means of the truth that you have.”




(m)  1 Jn 2:14, “I have written you, infants [new believers], because you have come to know the Father.  I have written you, fathers [mature believers], because you have come to know [occupation with Christ] the One who [was] from the beginning.  I have written you, young men [advancing believers], because you are strong and the Word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”




(n)  Rom 4:20, “(that is, with reference to the promise of God, he [Abraham] did not doubt by means of unbelief, but he was made strong by means of doctrine, having given glory to God.”




(o)  1 Cor 16:13, “Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”




(p)  Eph 3:16-19, “that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love, in order that you may be completely able to grasp with all the saints what [is] the width and length and height and depth [of love], that is, to comprehend the love of and for Christ which goes beyond ordinary knowledge, in order that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”




(q)  Eph 6:10, “Finally, continually become strong by agency of the Lord [the Holy Spirit], that is, by means of the strength produced by His power.”




(r)  2 Tim 2:1, “Consequently, you, my student, keep on becoming strong in the sphere of that grace which [is] in Christ Jesus, that is, the things [doctrinal teaching] which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these things to faithful men, who by their very nature shall be qualified to teach others also.”


d.  “This last phrase strongly favors the conclusion that we are basically not talking about Paul going to north Galatia on this journey, but revisiting previously evangelized areas.  The phrase ‘Galatian region and Phrygia’ has been much debated and it may well mean nothing other than what the phrase in Acts 16:6 means, especially since Luke is famous for his ‘stylistic variations’ of phrases that essentially have the same meaning.”


e.  Witherington also points out the importance of Luke’s structure here.  “Thus the motif of disciples being strengthened is a boundary marker, indicating the completing of one missionary task and the transition to a further work.  What this means is that, while Paul could view his work in Galatia (and Cilicia) as complete after this journey through these regions, there was still unfinished work, more ‘strengthening’ to be completed in Macedonia and Greece.  This latter task Paul undertakes by taking the circuitous route from Ephesus to Jerusalem by way of these Greek regions near the end of his third missionary journey (see 19:21; 20:1-3).  Finally, we should note the recurrent pattern of Paul’s three missionary journeys.  Each journey began in Antioch and can be said to end either in Jerusalem or in Antioch.  Luke gives us one major speech during the course of recounting each journey - in Pisidian Antioch to Jews during the first journey, in Athens to Gentiles during the second, at Miletus to Christians during the third.  This reflects careful structuring by Luke of his source material.”
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