Acts 18:1



 is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “After these things.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb CHWRIZW, which means “to be taken away, take one’s departure, go away or leave Acts 1:4; 18:1-2.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice is frequently used in an active sense and that is how it is used here, indicating that Paul produced the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances and precedes the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine plural article and proper noun ATHĒNAI, meaning “from Athens.”

“After these things, having left Athens,”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to go; to come: he went.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KORINTHOS, meaning “to Corinth.”
“he went to Corinth.”

Acts 18:1 corrected translation
“After these things, having left Athens, he went to Corinth.”
Explanation:
1.  “After these things, having left Athens,”

a.  After the rejection at the Areopagus in Athens and the positive volition of a few people, Paul spent enough time to put someone in charge of the little group of believers.  Paul probably told them to watch for Silas and Timothy who were en route there and provide for them when they arrived.  Silas and Timothy would probably have stayed a few days in Athens with these new believers before moving on to Corinth to join Paul.  Paul would certainly have given these new believers a few hours or maybe even a few days of instruction before leaving Athens.  The speed with which Luke moves through this story to the next story in Corinth leaves the impression that Paul left Athens rather quickly.  This is not necessarily so.  There is no reason why Paul couldn’t stay a few days.  However, we must remember that since Paul had sent word for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible and the fact that they could have done that in less than ten days, indicates that Paul didn’t remain very long in Athens after these things.


b.  Therefore, Paul left Athens behind, and we have no indication that he ever returned to the city.  He certainly could have done so and probably did so during his eighteen months in Corinth, at least for a few days here and there.  But we have no direct statement that he ever returned.  And upon Paul’s use of his assistants in support of other churches, Paul certainly would have sent Timothy or Silas there for a few weeks visit.

2.  “he went to Corinth.”

a.  Having left Athens, Paul travels the forty miles due west to Corinth.  This journey would have taken about two days walking and one day by ship.  See the map below.


b.  The history of Corinth as given by the International Bible Encyclopedia is as follows:



(1)  “Paul’s choice of this city as a strategic center in which to plant the gospel was justified by the control that its location gave the city over trade and travel East and West by sea, as well as North and South by land.  Corinth had two good harbors.  Due to the great risks encountered in a voyage around the southernmost tip of Achaia, ship-owners preferred to have the cargoes of larger vessels unloaded and transported the less than five miles across the isthmus to be reloaded into other ships; smaller ships were dragged across by means of specially built devices.  Her control over trade made Corinth very prosperous although located in an unfertile plain.



(2)  Corinth was one of the first parts of Greece to be inhabited.  Overrun by invaders in 2000 B.C., the city remained uninhabited until 1350.  Growth in military and commercial strength came to Corinth in the 8th century B.C.  Corinth established colonies in Sicily and on the western shore of the Adriatic. The prosperity and glory of Corinth continued to rise and reached its high point about 629-585 B.C.



(3)  Rivalry with Athens contributed to the decline of Corinth, so it is not surprising that she sided against Athens in the power struggle between Athens and Sparta.  Corinth was made the center of a new Hellenic League by Alexander as he made preparations for war with Persia. Her history as a Greek city terminated in 146 B.C. when the Roman General Lucius Mummius in reprisal for an anti-Roman uprising destroyed the city, exterminated the male population, and sold the women and children into slavery.



(4)  Julius Caesar rebuilt Corinth in 46 B.C. as a Roman colony, and settled many Roman freemen there.  Latin was established as the official language, and the Roman character of the city is reflected by the many Latin names in the NT (Acts 18:7f; Rom 16:21–23; 1 Cor 16:17); nevertheless, the majority of the population were Greeks, and Greek was likely the language of the common people.  That many Jews resided in the city is shown by the presence of a synagogue.  Augustus made Corinth the capital of Achaia, and her beauty was enhanced by the many public works of Hadrian.



(5)  The most conspicuous public work at Corinth was the temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty, which stood on the mountain to the south of the city.  The thousand female prostitutes who served there contributed to Corinth’s reputation for immorality.  In fact, it is to this evil trade carried on in the name of religion that Strabo, the geographer, ascribed the prosperity of the city. The degree to which Corinth was given over to vice is apparent as early as the time of Aristophanes by the coining of the word ‘Corinthianize’, meaning ‘practice immorality’; similarly ‘Corinthian girl’ designated a prostitute.  That the situation continued into Paul’s day is evidenced by the evils he attacks in his Corinthian letters.



(6)   The large open plaza of the agora was divided by a row of shops running East and West.  In the center of these was the BĒMA, an ornate structure covered with sculptured marble, where public officials would address the populace.  There were benches for the dignitaries and rooms for those waiting to present their cases to the magistrate.  This is likely the place where Paul was brought before the governor Gallio (Acts 18:12–17).



(7)  Corinth’s location near the scene of the Isthmian Games is significant in the light of Paul’s frequent reference to athletics in his Corinthian letters.”
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