Acts 17:30



 is the postpositive conjunctions MEN and OUN, used together by Luke as one of his favorite expressions to indicate inference.  It is translated “Therefore.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun CHRONOS, meaning “the times.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun AGNOIA, which means “of ignorance.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb HUPERORAW, which means “to indulgently take no notice of: overlook, disregard Acts 17:30.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire action from the viewpoint of its conclusion or completion.


The active voice indicates that the subject (God) has produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.

“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,”

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter plural article with the temporal adverb NUN, which together mean the same thing as NUN without the article, “now.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to make an announcement about something that must be done: direct, instruct, urge, or insist on.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in human history.


The active voice indicates that God is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”  This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all men, all people, everyone.”  This accusative functions as the subject of the infinitive at the end of the verse.    Then we have the adverb of place PANTACHOU, which means “everywhere Mk 16:20; Lk 9:6; Acts 28:22; 24:3; 17:30; 1 Cor 4:17.”
  Finally, we have the present active infinitive from the verb METANOEW, which means “to change one’s mind.”  The translation “repent” as a technical religious term is completely and totally wrong here, considering that the audience is Greek philosophers, who would never even think of this word in this sense.


The present tense is a customary and tendential present for a present action that is reasonably expected to occur but not necessary taking place.


The active voice indicates that the ‘subject of the infinitive’, all men, are to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse, which is translated by the word “that” with the infinitive functioning like a finite verb.

“God is now urging men that all people everywhere change their minds,”

Acts 17:30 corrected translation
“Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now urging men that all people everywhere change their minds,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance,”

a.  Paul now comes to his grand conclusion based upon everything he has said about God.  Since God has created the universe and created mankind in His image and is incapable of being depicted in images made by man, God has overlooked the entire period of human history in which man has been ignorant of God.


b.  The times of ignorance refer to the existence of man prior to the first advent of Christ.


c.  The Church Age is a time of cognizance, because the person of God incarnate has been revealed to man on earth.


d.  Now that God has come to earth and lived in the flesh with men, and is being revealed by His apostles and ambassadors, men can no longer use ignorance as an excuse for not knowing or believing in God.


e.  This phrase does not mean that God has ever overlooked the sinfulness of man.  God always deals with the sinfulness, evil, and wrongdoing of man.  But God never dealt with it to its full extent until the Cross.  God’s full punishment for sin was reserved and given to Jesus on the Cross.


f.  God never excused man’s personal sins.  He held judgment of them in abeyance until the Cross.


g.  Paul is indirectly telling these Greek philosophers something they never wanted to hear—that they were ignorant of something and had been ignorant of something for a long time.  Paul is telling them that God has overlooked their ignorance—their ignorance of who and what He really is.  Paul is also telling them that God has tolerated their idolatry with the implication that He will do so no more.


h.  The concept of God overlooking something indicates the patience, forbearance, and toleration of God.  This aspect of the character of God is mentioned elsewhere in Scripture.



(1)  Acts 14:16, “Who in the past ages permitted all the nations to go in their own ways;”



(2)  Rom 2:4, “Or do you treat with contempt the riches of His kindness and clemency and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness leads you to a change of mind?”



(3)  2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord of the promise is not hesitating, as some regard hesitation, but continues being patient with reference to you, because He is not willing that anyone should perish, but that all make room for a change of mind.”



(4)  Rom 9:22, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared for destruction [the Last Judgment].”



(5)  Rom 3:25-26, “Whom God publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins because of the delay [in judgment] from God, for a demonstration of His righteousness at this present time, in order that He might be just even when He justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.”


i.  “The story of Athens is a record of ‘times of ignorance’.  From nature the Greeks have evolved not natural theology [forming a knowledge of God based upon what He has created] but natural idolatry.  That this should have been permitted was a mark of God’s forbearance.  God did not will or approve this ignorant idolatrous worship, but he did not suppress it; he overlooked it.”

2.  “God is now urging men that all people everywhere change their minds,”

a.  The title “God” refers to all three members of the Trinity.  The message of the gospel is the same from all three.


b.  The message of the gospel is God urging all people everywhere to change their minds about their own state of sinfulness, that is, recognize the they are sinful, and believe that God will judge the people of the world for their sinfulness, and that there is only one Savior of mankind, who has been provided by God—Jesus Christ.


c.  The call of God to a change of mind about sinfulness and the need for salvation is a recurring theme throughout the book of Acts.



(1)  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”



(2)  Acts 3:19, “Therefore repent and turn back, in order that your sins may be removed,”



(3)  Acts 8:22, “Therefore change your mind because of this wickedness, and ask from the Lord, since indeed the intent produced by your heart will be forgiven you.”



(4)  Acts 20:21, “solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(5)  Acts 26:20, “but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance.”


d.  God is urging everyone to change their minds through His apostles, His prophets, His ambassadors, that is, through all who have believed in Christ.


e.  God is urging all people—slaves and freemen, men and women, Romans, Greeks, Egyptians.  Everyone has the equal privilege and opportunity of believing in Christ.


f.  Repentance is a change of mind about three things:



(1)  People believe they are not sinners in need of a savior.  They need to change their mind about themselves and recognize that they are in a hopeless state of sinfulness against God.



(2)  People believe God will not judge the world.  They need to change their mind about God judging them and recognize their need for a savior from this judgment.



(3)  People do not believe that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world provided by God.  They need to change their mind about the person and work of Jesus, who provided their eternal salvation on the Cross by being judged as a substitute for them.



(4)  “Repentance means a genuine change of mind that affects the life in some way. Like other significant theological terms it must be defined specifically by asking a further question, namely, Change the mind about what?  Unsaved people can truly repent but without being saved, as, for example, to change the mind about a bad habit and to break that habit as a result.  Christians can repent of specific sins and stop doing them (Rev 2:5; 2 Cor 7:9—notice that in this verse sorrow leads to repentance, but it is not necessarily the same as repentance). And unsaved people can repent unto salvation.  This saving repentance has to involve a change of mind about Jesus Christ so that whatever a person thought of Him before, he changes his mind and trusts Him to be his Savior.  That is the only kind or content of repentance that saves (Acts 2:38; 17:30; 2 Pet 3:9).  However, saving repentance may be preceded by a repentance concerning sin (which activates an individual’s sense of need for forgiveness) or a repentance toward God (which alerts him to the fact that he has offended a holy God and therefore needs a way to appease Him).  This aspect of repentance (like John 16:8–11) is still not saving unless it is accompanied by faith in Christ (Acts 20:21).”


g.  God’s patience and forbearance with regard to man’s ignorance and sinfulness has always been related to His plan to provide a Savior for mankind.  Now that that Savior has been provided the times of ignorance are over and the time for a change of mind is now.


h.  This verse clearly gives total support to the doctrinal concept of unlimited atonement in the phrase “all people everywhere.”  There is no way you can limit this statement by saying that it refers only to the ‘elect’ as does the teaching of Hyper Calvinism.


i.  “The times of forbearance had now ended because their ignorance had now ended.  Now they [the Athenians] knew the one true God through Paul’s proclamation.  He was no longer an ‘unknown God’; and should they continue in their false worship and fail to acknowledge his sole lordship of heaven and earth, their sin would no longer be a sin of ignorance but a high-handed sin.  Only one course was open—repentance, a complete turnabout from their false worship and a turning to God.”
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