Acts 17:25



 is the negative adverb OUDE, which means “nor,” when used after a previous OUK (see the previous verse).  Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the feminine plural noun CHEIR and the adjective ANTHRWPINOS, meaning “by human hands.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb THERAPEUW, which means “to serve.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that God receives the action of not being served by human hands.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“nor is He served by human hands,”
 is the explanatory nominative from the masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PROSDEOMAI, which means “to have need of something; to need.”


The present tense is a durative present as above in the main verb.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions like an active voice and indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is conditional/concessive, which is translated by the word “as though.”

Then we have the genitive direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”
“as though He needed anything,”

 is the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The present tense is a durative present as the verbs above.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is a causal participle, which indicates that reason for the previous statement.  It is translated by the phrase “since He gives.”

Then we have the dative of indirect object and advantage from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “to all/everyone.”  The reference here is to people (masculine) rather than things.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PNOĒ, meaning “breath”
 plus another connective/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”

“since He gives to all [people] life and breath and all things;”

Acts 17:25 corrected translation
“nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all [people] life and breath and all things;”
Explanation:
1.  “nor is He served by human hands,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the statement begun in the previous verse.  The entire thought reads: “The God, who made the world and all the things in it, being the Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in handmade temples; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all [people] life and breath and all things.”  The Old Testament background for Paul’s statement is found in Isa 42:5, “Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it.”


b.  Paul continues his description of the One True God before the Greek philosophers of the Areopagus by pointing out that the God who created the universe is not served by human hands.  “Here there may be an echo of the Epicurean idea that God needs nothing from human beings, and the Stoic notion that God is the source of all life.”


c.  We don’t really do anything for God.  He does everything for us.  However, we do serve God as stated in Rev 2:19, “I know your accomplishments, namely, your unconditional love and faith and service and perseverance; in fact your last accomplishments [are] greater than the earlier ones.”


d.  The greatest service we perform for God is to declare His message of eternal salvation.



(1)  Rom 1:9, “For God is my witness, whom I continue to serve with my [human] spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son.”



(2)  Rom 12:11, “with reference to diligence [in living the spiritual life], [do] not [be] negligent ones; with reference to the Spirit, be enthusiastic; with reference to the Lord, serve [as an ambassador].”



(3)  2 Cor 5:18, “Moreover all things [are] from the source of God, who reconciled us to Himself through the agency of Christ and has given us the service of reconciliation.”  Compare 2 Cor 6:3, “giving no occasion for taking offense in any way, in order that the service [of reconciliation] might not be blamed.”



(4)  1 Tim 1:12, “I keep on having grace by the One who keeps on strengthening me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because He considered me faithful, having appointed me for the purpose of service.”

e.  Paul’s statement here refers to all the service that was performed by pagan priests in building and caring for the heathen temples, statues, altars, etc. that were dedicated to the gods.  The demons were served constantly with offerings and sacrifices and dedications and festivals.  The One True God did not need any of these things.  The heathens/pagans served God with their hands.  Christians serve God with their soul and spirit.


f.  What is our service to God?



(1)  Gal 5:13, “through virtue-love serve one another.”



(2)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”



(3)  Heb 12:28, “Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom, let us have gratitude, by means of which [gratitude] we may serve God in an acceptable manner with awe and profound respect.”



(4)  Rom 12:1-2, “Therefore, I urge you, brethren, because of the compassions from God, offer your bodies as a living, holy sacrifice well-pleasing to God—your rational service.  Also, stop being molded [shape one’s behavior] to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your thinking [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God [is], namely, the good, the pleasing, and the complete.”


g.  Notice that we serve God by what we think: by our faith in Christ, by our unconditional love toward others, by our gratitude toward God.


h.  We also serve God by using the spiritual gift God has given us.  1 Cor 12:4-5, “Now there are differences of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are different types of service, and yet the same Lord.”  An example of this is stated in Eph 4:12, “[spiritual communication gifts are] for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service.”


g.  Our service for God is summarized in 2 Cor 6:4-10, “but in all things demonstrating ourselves as God’s servants by means of great patience [endurance, perseverance], in afflictions, in pressures, in difficulties, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger, with purity, with knowledge, with forbearance, with kindness, with the Holy Spirit, with unconditional love, with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness, by means of our renown [the opinion of others of our good reputation] and shameful treatment [from others], by means of a bad reputation and a good reputation; alleged as ‘deceivers’ and yet [we are] the truthful ones, alleged as ‘ignorant ones’ and yet [we are] those receiving complete knowledge, alleged as ‘those in danger of death’ and yet behold we are alive, alleged as ‘those being disciplined’ and yet we are not being put to death, alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”


h.  The One True God is not served with human hands but with the human soul and spirit.

2.  “as though He needed anything,”

a.  God does not need us to do anything for him.  We need Him to do everything for us.


b.  The pagan Greeks believed that the ‘gods’ needed the worship and service of man.  They believed this because the fallen angels need the worship and service of man.  Eternal God does not need the worship and service of His creatures.  He got along fine without it long before creatures were ever created.


c.  God appreciates and loves the worship and service of those who worship and serve Him, but He does not need that worship or service.  He asks for it, but does not need it.  He appreciates it, but does not need it.


d.  God does not need anything from His creatures, because He is eternally self-sufficient.


e.  For example, God does not need our love.  We love Him because He first loved us, 1 Jn 4:19.


f.  God does not need the worship of creatures, because God enjoys the eternal fellowship of the other members of the Trinity.


g.  God does not need our service, but permits us to serve Him for our benefit; that we might be blessed by that service.

3.  “since He gives to all [people] life and breath and all things;”

a.  Paul continues by explaining why God does not need anything from His creatures.  God does not need anything from His creatures because He gives to everyone everything they need in life.


b.  God gives His creatures physical life, which includes the ability to think, move, and exist.


c.  God gives His creatures the breath of life, that is, the animation of the soul and body.


d.  God gives His creatures everything necessary to sustain life—food, air, heat, etc.


e.  God gives these things equally “to all people.”  There is no partiality with God.


f.  God gives to us; we do not give to Him.


g.  God gives life and breath to mankind.  The demons cannot even give life and breath to their own idolatrous images.


h.  This statement by Paul “is the biblical concept of a sovereign Creator God who stands above his creation and to whom humanity as creature is ultimately responsible.  Such a God could not be enshrined in human temples or manipulated by human cult.  Much of the conceptuality may have struck a responsive chord with the Athenians.  Paul probably was struggling to communicate the gospel in terms understandable to them.  But on the basic premise there was no compromise.  There is but one sovereign God, Creator of all.  To know him they must abandon all their other gods.  Otherwise he would remain to them the ‘Unknown God’.”

“I shall take no young bull out of your house

 Nor male goats out of your folds.

 For every beast of the forest is Mine,

 The cattle on a thousand hills.

 I know every bird of the mountains,

 And everything that moves in the field is Mine.

 If I were hungry I would not tell you,

 For the world is Mine, and all it contains.”  Ps 50:9-12.
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