Acts 17:14



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But or However” with the temporal adverb EUTHEWS, which means “immediately.”  Then we have the temporal adverb TOTE, meaning “then,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXAPOSTELLW, which means “to send away, out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believers in Berea produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “the brethren” and referring to the believers in Berea.

“But then immediately the brethren sent Paul away”
 is the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, travel, or proceed.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what occurred at that time.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense, Paul producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the preposition HEWS plus the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, which means “as far as or toward the sea.”  “The construction of HEWS with another preposition or adverb is used by Luke in Lk 24:50; Acts 26:11; 21:5, and 17:14.”
 

“to go as far as the sea;”

 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to remain or stay behind.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Silas and Timothy produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “and” followed by the connective use of TE, used in conjunction with KAI, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper nouns SILAS and TIMOTHEOS, meaning “Silas and Timothy.”  The word  is the nominative masculine singular article with the enclitic acute accent from TE.  Notice how the enclitic acute accent from TE following the word  ‘jumps’ off the following TE to the end of the verb.  The enclitic accent on the TE after the article  does the same thing—it jumps from the TE to the HO.  Finally, we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” referring to the city of Berea.
“and both Silas and Timothy remained there.”

Acts 17:14 corrected translation
“But then immediately the brethren sent Paul away to go as far as the sea; and both Silas and Timothy remained there.”
Explanation:
1.  “But then immediately the brethren sent Paul away”

a.  As soon as the Jews from Thessalonica started trouble in the marketplace in Berea, the new Christians of that city sent Paul out of town.


b.  Not stated, but certainly implied is that Paul told these new believers what had taken place in Thessalonica.  They did not want to have the same judgment happen to them as happened to Jason and the other believers in Thessalonica.


c.  The best solution for their protection was to get Paul out of town as fast as possible, and Paul obviously agreed with them.


d.  It was important to Paul to not set the precedent that every time he entered a city trouble started.  This reputation would clearly not be good for Christianity.  People would become prejudiced against listening to the message.


e.  The Bereans were wise in how they went about accepting the gospel message, and now they are wise again in sending Paul away before matters in the city got out of hand.


f.  The principle of application for us is that sometimes it is best just to walk away from a volatile situation or a potentially volatile situation.  There is a time to stay and fight and a time to flee (just as the Jews of the Tribulation have to do).

2.  “to go as far as the sea;”

a.  The Bereans sent Paul and his companions to the sea.  This requires us to look at a map to see which way they went.
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b.  From the city of Berea to the coast was about 20-25 miles, a good day’s walk.  At the coast Paul catches a ship going south out of Thessalonica to Athens.  (See the dark red line on the map.)  The walking distance from Berea to Athens is 222 miles, and this over the mountainous terrain of Greece up and down hills and ridges.  It was much easier to just catch a ship going to Athens.  This distance by ship is about 275-300 miles, which would take about two days (at 8 nautical miles [knots] per hour, the trip could be made in 36 hours, not counting any stops along to way to pick up passengers).



(1)  “when he fled to the sea-coast and thence sailed to Athens.”



(2)  This means that it would take about 3-4 days for Paul to get to Athens; 3-4 days for his Berean escorts to get back to Berea, and then 3-4 days for Silas and Timothy to join Paul in Athens.  Therefore, Silas and Timothy had about a week in Berea to help establish the young church, and Paul had about a week and a half in Athens before Silas and Timothy joined him there.

3.  “and both Silas and Timothy remained there.”

a.  While Paul is traveling to Athens, Silas and Timothy remain in Berea to help establish the church.  They would not remain there long, probably no more than a week (see above).


b.  The question that is difficult to answer is, “When did Silas and Timothy arrive in Berea?”


c.  Look at the previous context of Acts.



(1)  Acts 17:10, “Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away during the night to Berea, who, after arriving, went into the synagogue of the Jews.”



(2)  This says nothing about Timothy being sent away from Thessalonica.



(3)  Yet here in Acts 17:14 we have the statement that Timothy and Silas remained in Berea.



(4)  Therefore, sometime between Paul’s arrival in Berean and before the Jews from Thessalonica arrived there, Timothy had to come from Thessalonica ahead of the Jewish unbelievers from Thessalonica.  Either that or he left with Paul and Silas, when they left Thessalonica, which Luke does not mention.


d.  We will see in the next two verses that Silas and Timothy will remain in Berea until Paul sends for them and then they will join Paul in Athens.


e.  Notice that Silas is mentioned before Timothy, which tells us that at this time the experienced Silas was in charge of the younger man, Timothy.


f.  Another difficult question that we don’t have the answer to is why Paul left Silas and Timothy in Berea, and then immediately ordered them to come to him in Athens?  Why not just take them with him?  Paul had to leave them there for a reason, and perhaps the reason was more than just the establishment of the Berean church.  Sir William Ramsay offers the following conjecture:

“The question naturally occurs, why did Paul go on from Berea alone, leaving Silas and Timothy behind, and yet send orders immediately on reaching Athens that they were to join him with all speed?  There seems at first sight some inconsistency here.  But again comparison between Acts and Thessalonians solves the difficulty.  Paul was eager ‘once and again’ to return to Thessalonica; and was waiting for news that the impediment placed in his way [the judgment against Jason] was removed.  Silas and Timothy remained [in Berea] to receive the news (perhaps about the attitude of new magistrates); and to bring it on to Paul.  But they could not bring it on to him until they received his message from Athens; Paul left Berea with no fixed plan, ‘sent forth by the brethren to go to the coast,’ and the further journey to Athens was resolved on at the harbor.”


g.  Lenski attempts to piece together all these events with the following conjecture: “Silas had come to Berea with Paul, and so we are not surprised that he was left behind.  But Timothy had been left in Philippi with Luke when Paul and Silas moved on from there (Acts 16:40).  But now Timothy is in Berea and is left with Silas to aid the young church from which Paul is suddenly torn.  A glance at Phil 4:15-16 reveals that the church at Philippi, where Luke and Timothy had been left, twice sent gifts to Paul while he was in Thessalonica.  When he left Phil​ippi he may have been poorly equipped.  So the first gift was dispatched a day or two later, Timothy and some companion being the bearers of it. Why Paul was in need in Thessalonica we see from 1 Thes 2:9: he worked night and day in order not to be chargeable to his converts.  When Timothy returned to Philippi and made this known, a second gift was promptly sent.  Phil 4:15 would indicate that Paul had moved on to Berea and that Timothy found him there.  Thus it came about that Timothy and Silas were left at Berea when Paul hurried away.”
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