Acts 17:1



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb DIODEUW, which means “to go or travel through” (BDAG, p. 250).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Silas and Timothy performed the action of traveling.  Notice it is no longer a “we” passage, indicating perhaps that Luke remained in Philippi, working with the new church there.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action preceding the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after traveling through.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular articles and proper nouns AMPHIPOLIS and APOLLWNIA, connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “Amphipolis and Apollonia.”

“Now after traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia,”
 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: they came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul, Silas, and Timothy produced the action.  Acts 17:14 tells us that Timothy went with Silas and Paul, when they left Philippi.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place/direction from the feminine singular proper noun THESSALONIKĒ, which means “to Thessalonica.”
“they came to Thessalonica,”

 is the adverb of place HOPOU, meaning “where,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there was.”


The imperfect tense is an aoristic/static present, which describes a past state of being.


The active voice indicates that a synagogue produced the action of being there.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun SUNAGWGĒ, which means “a synagogue.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and adjective IOUDAIOS, meaning “of the Jews.”

“where there was a synagogue of the Jews.”

Acts 17:1 corrected translation
“Now after traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.”
Explanation:

1.  “Now after traveling through Amphipolis and Apollonia,”

a.  Luke now takes us west along the Via Egnatia (the Egnatian highway) through two Greek cities: Amphipolis and Apollonia.


b.  Apparently the missionaries did not spend any time in these cities evangelizing.


c.  The history of the city of Amphipolis is as follows: “The Thracian tribe that founded it [noted by the Greek historian Herodotus] called it Nine Ways, a testimony to its general strategic and commercial importance.  It guarded the main route from Thrace into Macedonia and later became an important station on the Via Egnatia, a main highway of the Roman empire.  It lay in a fertile district, producing wine, oil, and figs.  In addition, it was a depot for ship timber and for gold and silver produced in mines of the district, and also was a manufacturing center, especially of woolen stuffs.  After successfully resisting a number of attempts at colonization by Greek forces, it was colonized in 437 B.C. by Athenians and other Greeks.  Philip of Macedon occupied the city in 357 B.C.  When the Romans conquered and partitioned Macedonia (168 B.C.) they made Amphipolis a free city and capital of the First district of Macedonia [Macedonia was divided into four districts by the Romans].  The city lay some 30 miles Southwest of Philippi [about one day’s walk on horseback; one and a half day’s walk on foot].”


d.  Apollonia was the next city along the Egnatian highway to the west.  It was about 30 miles from Amphipolis to Apollonia and another 38 miles west to Thessalonica.  Therefore, it would have taken the missionary team three to four days to make the journey from Philippi to Thessalonica.  “The foundation of the town may perhaps be dated about 432 B.C., coins are extant that attest its existence in the 4th century B.C.”
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2.  “they came to Thessalonica,”

a.  After a one or two day walk from Apollonia, the missionaries arrive in the capital city of Thessalonica.


b.  “Thessalonica is located on the western side of the Chalcidic peninsula on the Gulf of Salonika, which is on the northwest corner of the Aegean Sea.  The Egnatian Way, which linked the leading cities of Macedonia, passed through Thessalonica and continues to be the main thoroughfare of the modern city.  Behind it are mountains, with Mt. Chalcidice to the east and Mt. Olympus to the southwest.  This ideal location on the Egnatian Way and the possession of a fine harbor made Thessalonica a commercial and military center.  It was, in fact, the chief seaport of Macedonia and is still one of the principal seaports of southeast Europe.


Thessalonica was founded in 315 B.C. by Cassander, a general of Alexander the Great.  He named the city for his wife Thessalonica, who was the daughter of Philip of Macedon and the sister of Alexander.  The favorable location of the city undoubtedly contributed to its rapid growth in population, wealth, and importance.  [The Roman historian] Livy indicated that the Macedonian navy was stationed there during the war between Rome and Persia.  In 168 B.C. Macedonia was divided into four districts by the Romans, and Thessalonica was designated the capital of the second district.  It became the capital of all Macedonia in 146 B.C. when this entire territory was made a single Roman province.  Anthony and Octavia rewarded the city for supporting them in the Battle of Philippi by making it a free city in 42 B.C.  During Augustus’s reign Thessalonica was the most populous town in Macedonia and the metropolis of the province.


For centuries the city was famed as ‘the Orthodox city’ because it was a bulwark guarding Christianity and civilization against the attacks of the barbarians and had an important part in the barbarians’ conversion to Christianity.”
 

3.  “where there was a synagogue of the Jews.”

a.  This statement tells us that there were at least ten Jewish men in the city, which was required before the Jews would build a synagogue.  However, based upon the Jewish converts and the jealousy of the remaining Jewish men in the synagogue who instigated a riot in the city, we can safely assume that there were more at lot more than just ten Jewish men in the city.


b.  Luke makes a point of indicating this existence of this synagogue to show us that it was still Paul’s practice of going to the Jews first with the message about their Messiah.


c.  Paul targeted the Jews first because he was fulfilling the will and promises of God to the Jews first, but also to the Gentiles.
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