Acts 16:32



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: they spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Silas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to the jailer.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word/message” plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “about the Lord.”

“And they spoke the message about the Lord to him”

 is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association (translated: “together with”) from the masculine plural adjective PAS (meaning “all”) plus the article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “the ones = those.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his house.”  The entire phrase “all those in his house” refers to: his family, his workers (freedmen)/servants, and his slaves.
“together with all those in his house.”

Acts 16:32 corrected translation
“And they spoke the message about the Lord to him together with all those in his house.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they spoke the message about the Lord to him”

a.  Between the last verse and this verse, the Philippian jailer takes Paul and Silas from the prison to his home.  Whether or not the jailer lived next door to the prison is pure speculation and has no bearing on the spiritual matters at hand.


b.  The point made here by Luke is that the gospel was presented by both Paul and Silas to the Philippian jailer and to his entire household.


c.  The phrase “the message about the Lord” is the complete message of the gospel, including everything about the incarnation of the Son of God, the mission and message of the Messiah, and the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.


d.  The entire message of salvation through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone was presented in all its glory, in all its hope, and in all its power.


e.  Verse 31 (‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved’) is the short answer to the jailer’s question ‘What must I do to be saved?’  This verse tells us that much more was said than just verse 31.

2.  “together with all those in his house.”

a.  It was not only the jailer to whom Paul and Silas, but also the entire household of the Philippian jailer.  This would include the entire family and any servants/slaves living with him.


b.  Not stated here, but the implication is that, if the family was not already awake from the earthquake, then the man of the house awakened the family to hear the good news of the gospel.


c.  Obviously this man considered the message of eternal salvation so important that it was worth waking up his family and servants in the middle of the night.


d.  If this new believer could see that the message of the New Testament is more important than sleep, why can’t those who have been believers for a number of years, like the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane?  We take too much for granted.  Listening to, believing, and living the word of God is more important than anything else we will ever encounter or do in life.


e.  Certain denominations have tried to use passages like this to insist that infants are saved because they are members of Christian households.  The passage does not state that, does not imply that, and cannot legitimately be used to support such a claim.
  Infants are automatically saved by God, if they die before reaching an age where their volition can be honestly used to make a decision for or against Jesus as their Savior.

� This has been the position of all Protestant denominations.
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