Acts 15:35



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subjects from the masculine singular proper nouns PAULOS and BARNABAS with a connective conjunction KAI, meaning “Paul and Barnabas.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb DIATRIBW, which means “to remain or stay in a place, spend time, usually rendered stay in sense of duration, especially when associated with place or persons Acts 12:19; 14:3, 28; 16:12; 20:6; 25:6, 14.”
  “When two subjects, each in the singular, are joined by a conjunction, the verb is usually in the plural.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Barnabas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun ANTIOCHEIA, meaning “in Antioch.”

“But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch,”
 is the explanatory nominative from the masculine plural present active participle of the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach: teaching.”


The present tense is a descriptive/durative present for an action that began in the past and continued in the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Barnabas kept on producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present middle participle of the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim: proclaiming.”


The present tense is a descriptive/durative present for an action that began in the past and continued in the present.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of Paul and Barnabas in producing the action.


The participle expresses attendant circumstances.

Then we have the preposition META, meaning “with” plus the adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural adjective HETEROS, meaning “others” and the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”

“teaching and proclaiming with many others also the word of the Lord.”

Acts 15:35 corrected translation
“But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and proclaiming with many others also the word of the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch,”

a.  In contrast to Judas and Silas returning to Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch.


b.  There is a right place for each of us to be in God’s plan.  This is called the geographical will of God.


c.  The right place for Paul and Barnabas was among the Gentile believers in Antioch.  The right place for Judas was in Jerusalem.


d.  Silas returns to Jerusalem to finish his mission to his church and report on his part of the trip to Jerusalem, but he will soon realize that the place where God wants him is in Antioch with Paul.  Therefore, Silas will return to Jerusalem and then turn around and go right back to Antioch.


e.  Silas was a man like Paul and Barnabas, who saw that the future of the Christian Church was among the Gentiles rather than the Jews.

2.  “teaching and proclaiming with many others also the word of the Lord.”

a.  The reason why Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch is now stated by Luke.


b.  Their primary responsibility was teaching and proclaiming the word of the Lord.  The expression “the word of the Lord” is used in Acts 8:25; 13:49; 15:35, 36; 19:10, 20; 20:35.


c.  The word of the Lord is the content of the New Testament Scriptures, which Paul taught long before he committed anything to writing.  Barnabas learned his New Testament from his many conversations with Paul during the five years they were together in Antioch before the first missionary journey and during the year they spent together on the first missionary journey.  Barnabas had previously also learned a great deal from Peter, James, and John, while still a member of the Jerusalem church.


d.  Therefore, both men were well qualified and prepared to teach the word of the Lord.


e.  The phrase “with many others” refers to all the other men in the Antioch church with spiritual communication gifts, such as pastor-teacher, evangelist, prophet, and knowledge.


f.  You might ask, “Why would other men speak in the church, when you had people like Paul and Barnabas prepared to speak?”  There are several reasons:



(1)  Other men with temporary spiritual gifts of prophecy and knowledge had every right to exercise their spiritual gifts for the edification of the congregation.



(2)  Other men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher had to be trained in public speaking, and you have to speak in public to be trained.



(3)  Other men with the gift of evangelism were essential in a situation where unbelievers were constantly coming into the church and needed to hear the gospel presented.



(4)  As John Polhill points out, “The ‘many others’ are significant.  This verse is the final glimpse into the life of the Antioch church.  Paul and Barnabas would soon be leaving for mission fields elsewhere.  The church was left in good hands.  There were ‘many others’ who were competent to carry on its witness.”


g.  The most important principle that comes out of this verse is the fact that the primary responsibility of the leaders of a church is to teach the word of the Lord, not visit the sick, not manage the finances, not direct the social life of the members, etc.  The pastor of a church is responsible first and foremost to teach and proclaim the message of the Scriptures.  This is the most important activity in any church.  It is not the only activity, but it is clearly the most important.  This is why the majority of time in any worship service should be dedicated to the teaching and proclamation of the word of the Lord, and not a bunch of auxiliary activities.


h.  The pastor of the church is to be ready in season and out of season to teach the word of the Lord.  He must be able to teach, ready to teach, and willing to teach.  And he doesn’t teach politics, how to get along with others, how to make friends and influence people, or any other psychological how to gimmick.  He teaches the word of the Lord.  Why?  “Because the word of God [is] living and effective and sharper than any doubled-edged sword and penetrating as far as the division of the soul and the spirit, of both the joints and the marrow, and able to judge the reflections and thoughts produced by the heart,” Heb 4:12, and because “All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, for the purpose of correction [and rebuke], for the purpose of correction [and restoration], for the purpose of training in righteousness, in order that the man of God may be capable and proficient, having been equipped for every intrinsic good task [action],” 2 Tim 3:16-17.

3.  John Polhill gives an excellent summary of the Jerusalem conference that is worth repeating here.

“Not requiring the Gentiles to be circumcised upon entry into the covenant community was a radical departure from the Jewish tradition.  That James and his fellow Jewish Christians were willing to bend on such a basic principle is testimony to two things about them.  First, they were open to the leading of God.  Throughout the account God’s leading is stressed—in his sending the Spirit on Cornelius, in the ‘signs and wonders’ that God worked through Paul and Barnabas.  It was this evidence of God’s acceptance of the Gentiles that determined the decision of the council to accept Gentiles with no further burden.  And the Spirit of God was present with them in the conference, leading them in their decision.


Second, the Jewish Christian leadership showed a concern for the world mission of the church that overshadowed their own special interests.  They took a step that was absolutely essential if the Gentile mission was to be a success.  To have required circumcision and the Torah would have severely limited the appeal to Gentiles, perhaps even killed it.  Yet the Jewish Christians only stood to lose by not requiring Jewish proselyte procedure of the Gentile converts.  It was bound to create problems with non-believing Jews.  That it indeed did so is indicated in a later passage in Acts (21:20-22).  If the Jerusalem leadership had only been concerned about the effectiveness of their own witness among the Jews, they would never have taken such a step.  That it did so is testimony of their concern for the total mission of the church.  Their vision stretched beyond their own bailiwick—indeed, to the ends of the earth.”
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